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A Daily Prayer …..

Dear God,

With apologies, I give thanks to You every day. 
· I have not treated life as well as life has treated me

· I was not the person I could have and should have been.

· There are so many things I could have and should have done.
Amen.
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This book is a non-fictional LOVE story

A story about GOD and that which He represents.

God is My Very Best Friend

Copyright © 2018 by Richard B. Meyers

All rights reserved.
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PREFACE
To reject God is:

· To reject love, joy and happiness.

· Blasphemous.

· to deprive yourself of the very best of all eternity.

Before writing this book, God and Jesus were in my mind. Now they are in my heart.

This book is NOT meant for the well-endowed of Bible knowledge.  It is meant for those that don’t know where to turn to next.  Those that hunger for more knowledge but all attempts find too many barriers.  Those that want to have faith and to put God and Jesus in their heart. Those that want to believe but don’t know how or where to start.  In her book Knowing God Intimately Joyce Meyer said “I learned that growing in the knowledge of who God is and seeking intimate knowledge with Him is a vital necessity of enjoying His purpose for our lives.”

Life is a journey with many destinations.  While looking for God, there can be a lot of starts and restarts.  Some are fortunate to have quickly found the righteous path. (see Deuteronomy 6:4-7) Some later in life.  Unfortunately, some never!  Where does the journey begin?  Church is one place.

Speaking of church - who attends?  There are those that are there because they:

· truly believe and want to be active participants.

· are supposed to be.

· have to be or told to be there.

· are just tagging along.
Why aren’t more attending?  Some (if not many) are overwhelmed.  Possibly due to boring sermons in a language they don’t understand.  Style of preaching?  Some simply can’t find time for apparent less rewarding activities.  Others unable to prioritize this commitment.  There MUST be a way to attract more.  This is where the challenge arises.  As an example, let me expose my life.  I was not brought up in a church home.  In my early 20’s I joined a church choir and after a year or so, became baptized.  But in hindsight and, in full truth, I now feel I did it because that was the thing to do!  How sad.  Even worse were the years that followed as my sins were beyond comprehension.  I truly wish there were “do-over’s!”

And here is a quote by Bill Crowder in his book For This He Came “I grew up going to church. It was just what we did.  Every Sunday we sat (mostly) quietly and listened to things we didn’t understand.  Yet in all those years, I do not ever remember hearing the message of Christ explained.  I never heard the gospel.  Christmas was presents, and Easter was a mystery, with neither resulting in virtually any spiritual impact on my life.  As I grew, I detached myself from those roots of institutional, cultural Christianity and drifted far away from the moorings of religion.  It just felt incredibly empty and void of meaning or power or life.”  How sad………
Most of my life I have been on the outside looking in.  Now I am in the inside trying to bring in those on the outside.

Well into my 80’s, I decided to read the Bible.  Where does one start?  Like any other book, I started with page one of Genesis.  For me, that was a disaster and I barely made it past page five!  Reading was laborious.  Giving up was easy.

A year or so later, I began to read scripture on a daily basis as outlined by Samaritan’s Purse.  Included was both the Old Testament as well as the New. I warmed to what I was reading but still had trepidation.  After a few months I decided to take a different path so started reading the New Testament.  That proved fruitful.  So then I read the Old Testament in its’ entirety.  So all 66 books have now been read!  No quizzes allowed - please!  Why?  Because it was then realized that the Bible must be studied!  Big difference!

As an example of studying, I found something very interesting that in all of these years I did not know.  The first five books of the Bible (Old Testament) are known as the Pentateuch (also known as the Torah) by the Hebrews. The remaining 61 (both Old and New Testaments) are testimony to the original five.

As I pursued my thirst for more, all of a sudden there appeared to be as many questions as answers!  (A little knowledge is dangerous!)  Then it was realized that if one goes back to the inception of the Bible, one can question how it was transcribed.  Papyrus paper? Finger dipped in mud?  Whatever the means, it would not hold up very long and there were no copy machines in those times.  Therefore, it can be assumed that handwritten copies were made.  That leads one to conclude that interpretation (misinterpretation) from one copy to the next could have a big impact on the facts.  Even learned scholars had to struggle with precise interpretations.  
There is still another challenge.  From the beginning until now, the Bible has been translated into many different languages; initially in Hebrew, then sometime in the 2nd or 3rd century B.C. into Greek.  Latin versions commenced in the 3rd century A.D.  The primary English versions were started by William Tyndale but, because of the times (not politically correct?), he was executed.  Myles Coverdale completed his effort and the result was published in 1535.  Many other translations have occurred both before and after the above.  According to Wikipedia, as of October 2017 the full Bible has been translated into 670 languages, the New Testament alone into 1521 languages and Bible portions or stories into 1121 other languages.  Wow!  Now, not only was the issue of interpretation a factor, but so was translation.  Both remain to this day.  At minimum this explains why so many religions and different beliefs.  At Billy Graham’s funeral, his son Franklin quoted the learned and revered Graham as saying “he didn’t understand all of it!”  Wow!
Does that make one translation right and another wrong?  In my humble opinion (borrowed phrase) I feel that if we truly believe in God and in Jesus as our savior, we will be headed in the right direction.  We make take different paths (religions) to our destination but with those heartfelt beliefs and if we live in accord to The Ten Commandments, we will safely reach our desired place in Heaven.  Speaking of religions, refer to Exhibit 1 at the end to see a graphic portrayal of many different types.
I kind of got off track.  Once done reading the Bible, I tried to factually determine why there are so many differences in religious beliefs.  Study continued by reading about different faiths; Christian, Judaism, Seventh Day Adventists, Catholicism, and others.  Many other books have been read and continue to be examined.  By the way, according to Wikipedia, “according to some estimates, there are roughly 4,200 religions in the world!”

And here is an important point.  For the uninitiated reading the Bible and studying the Bible can be very difficult, complicated, redundant and laborious.  Perhaps even boring (excuse me Lord.)  Matthew Kelly states in Rediscover Jesus “Spiritual leaders of all types throughout history have often complicated the path to God in ways that have made it almost impossible for the average person to walk the path.  This leads us to the purpose of this book.  As stated in As He Is, “the mental powers must be awakened, the interest aroused.”
Before starting to read this book, keep in mind that the conclusion or solution of most books is discovered at the end.  Let’s reverse that process and place it at the beginning!  Regardless of your journey through life in business or pleasure, your greatest satisfaction and achievements will result after placing your heart and soul with God during that journey through thick or thin.  Always stay by and with Him.  Make Him your partner every day.  Talk with Him and ask Him questions daily.  He will partner with you throughout your life.  Stay in touch through good and bad and your travels will be smoothed.  What follows in this book confirms all of the proof that is required.  Keep the faith!  Believe.

Emphasis must be placed on the fact that this book is not an attempt to replace the Bible but only to introduce it in a way that causes one to thirst for much more.  The Lord wants us to study so perhaps if we start in a somewhat simpler way - an appetizer if you will - a magnet can be created to draw many multitudes into the fold.  So let the journey begin with a relatively brief synopsis of each chapter of the 66 books of the Bible followed by a brief summary of each book.  If all is too much, please at least read the summary of each book for starters.  With your heart, go from there.
The Old Testament
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GENESIS 1
God formed the world in six days and rested on the seventh. 
· Day 1 = The heavens and earth were formed along with light and darkness.
· Day 2 = The sky and oceans were created.
· Day 3 = Dry land and the seas emerged along with grass, plants and fruits.
· Day 4 = The sun and moon appeared causing day and night.
· Day 5 = Fish and birds filled the earth.
· Day 6 = Out of dust, God created Adam to have the character of God.
· Day 7 = God rested; His job of creation was complete.

GENESIS 2

God planted the wonderful Garden of Eden thought to be at the head of the Persian Gulf in southern Mesopotamia – now Iraq.  As a test of man’s integrity, this garden included the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Adam was placed here but warned by God not to eat from it as he would die.  And then God said Adam needed a companion so from Adam’s rib, Eve was formed.
GENESIS 3

A serpent tricked Eve into eating fruit from the Tree of Knowledge and said it would not doom her.  Thus sin (and choice) was born.  But it was so appealing that both Adam and Eve had a feast.  God evicted them both from the Garden of Eden and they began to die as God had said.
GENESIS 4

Adam and Eve had two sons.  Abel, who honored God with obedience, followed by Cain who wanted to show God he could do it his way.  Abel became a shepherd; Cain a farmer.  At harvest time God rejected Cain’s gift of produce but accepted Abel’s bounty of meat.  Cain became very angry and ultimately killed Abel.  Eve then bore another son Seth as God’s gift to replace Abel.
GENESIS 5
Nine sons of Adam were born including Seth (Adam was 130 when he was born), Enaosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah (lived to be 969), Lamech and Noah.

GENESIS 6

A population explosion took place. Evil became the “in” thing and God was most displeased except for Noah who was the only righteous man living at that time.  So in preparation for the big “flood” that would cover the earth, God told Noah to build an Ark in preparation for this catastrophic event. He told Noah to prepare the Ark for himself, his wife, his sons and their wives.  In addition He instructed Noah to include a pair of every animal and bird (male and female of each species) plus all the food they would need.
GENESIS 7

So finally the day came and for 40 days and nights the rains were relentless.  At this time Noah was 600 years old!  All living things on earth perished except those aboard the Ark.  And they stayed on board for the next 150 days.

GENESIS 8

The Ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat which is located in the border region between Eastern Turkey and Armenia. After three months and 40 days, Noah released a raven to fly back and forth until the earth was dry.  A week later a dove was released and returned as the water was still too high.  Seven days later the dove was released again and this time it returned with an olive branch.  A week later the dove was released again but it did not return.  Twenty-nine days after that Noah knew is was okay to release all.  Noah built an altar and sacrificed on it some of the animals.

God was so pleased and then said the earth will never again be cursed.  He said “as long as the earth remains, there will be springtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, day and night.”

GENESIS 9
God directed Noah and his sons to repopulate the earth.  He provided animals for food.  Noah became a farmer and planted a vineyard to make wine. The result was the first recorded drunkenness.  From the three sons of Noah (Shem, Ham and Japheth) came all the nations of the earth. 

GENESIS 10

Many descendents came of Noah’s sons.  Some became kings who ruled over nations.  Only one language was spoken at this time.
GENESIS 11

Babylon was discovered and quickly populated.  A plan was resurrected to defy God by building a tower reaching to the skies.  God then created different languages so they wouldn’t understand each other and would be confused.  Thus the city was called Babel (meaning confusion.)  Babel is located slightly southwest of Bagdad.  In the meanwhile, the population exploded even more.
GENESIS 12
God told Abram (Shem, son of Noah, was his great, great, great, great..(8) grandfather) to take his people, his wife Sarai, Lot (Abram’s nephew) plus his wealth, slaves and animals to a land called Canaan which sits aside the west side of the Jordan River.  There he built an altar.
Later he moved to another location and also built an altar but at the time there was a terrible famine so they continued to Egypt.  Upon arrival he told Sarai to tell all she was his sister so they would not be killed.  The Pharaoh was most pleased and she became part of his harem.

The Lord was most displeased with this deceit and sent a terrible plague upon the Pharaoh’s household.  After discovering that Sarai was his wife, Abram was accused of being the cause and all were banished.

GENESIS 13
They located in Bethel (just north of Jerusalem.)  Another altar was built where the Lord was worshipped.  Abram and Lot were very wealthy but the land would not support them both and fights amongst their clans erupted. After discussing the problem, Abram told Lot to choose any section of the land he wanted and he then would settle in the remaining portion.
Lot chose Sodom and Gomorrah in the Jordan Valley (south of the Sea of Galilee) to the east as Abram stayed in Canaan.  The Lord blessed him and all his descendents and another altar was constructed.

GENESIS 14
Amongst many kings, this was a significant warring period.  Lot was captured.  When Abram learned of this, he mobilized his men and successfully attacked the enemy and recovered Lot and all of his holdings.  Then Abram became friendly with Melchizedek, King of Sodom.

GENESIS 15
God told Abram that his descendants would be as plentiful as the stars.  Abram dreamed of a terrible foreboding, darkness and horror.  God told him “Your descendants will be oppressed as slaves in a foreign land for 400 years.  But that land will be punished and your descendants will become wealthy.”

GENESIS 16
Sarai and Abram still had no children so she gave her maid Hagar to him as a second wife and said her children would be hers also.  Abram agreed.
Hagar’s pregnancy caused conflict with Sarai who beat her and she ran away.  An Angel told Hagar to return. You will have a baby to be named Ishmael (God hears) because God hears her woes.  Finally Abram had an heir.

GENESIS 17
God changed Abram’s name to Abraham (Father of Nations) and gave him millions of descendants, including kings, who would form many nations.  God gave him all the land of Canaan forever as long as all agreed with a contract with God to be their only God and to obey His rules.
As part of this contract, God dictated that every male be circumcised on the 8th day after birth.  Sarai’s name was changed to Sarah (Princess) and was promised a son.  At this time, Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90!  The son’s name was to be Isaac (laughter.)
Then Abraham had the entire male population circumcised.

GENESIS 18

The Lord told Abraham “next year I will give you and Sarah a son!”  When Sarah laughed, God said “is there anything too hard for me?”

God heard that the people from Sodom and Gomorrah were evil and wicked.  Abraham asked God “if true, would he kill good and bad alike?”  Abraham asked God “if I find fifty Godly people there, will you spare the entire city for their sake?”  God agreed.  Then Abraham bartered with God slowly reducing the number from fifty to ten!
GENESIS 19

Lot welcomed two angels upon their arrival in Sodom and invited them into his home.  As they readied for the night, the men of the city surrounded the house with intentions of harm.
Lot offered his two virgin daughters so as to leave the angels alone but his offer was rejected. The angels blinded the mob so they could not see to open the door.  Then they told Lot and his family to go to the mountains for their safety as all was about to be destroyed.

But Lot insisted on going to a little city named Zoar (lower Jordan valley.)  As the sun rose, the Lord rained down fire and flaming tar upon Sodom and Gomorrah.  All life – people, animals and plants alike were destroyed.  Lot’s wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt.

A fearful Lot took his two daughters to live in a cave in the mountains.  Both girls felt that Lot would not approve of their marrying anyone.  They were concerned about preserving the family line as their fiancés had chosen to stay in Sodom.  So they filled him with wine two nights in a row, slept with him and both became pregnant.  The older girl’s baby was called Moab who became the ancestor of the Moabites.  The younger daughter’s was named Benammi who became the ancestor of the Ammonites.

GENESIS 20

Abraham lies and calls Sarah his sister and King Abimelech took her for his own.  But in a dream God told him that he had sinned for she was the wife of Abraham.  God told him to return her and no harm would be done.  The king also favored Abraham with many gifts as an act of repentance.
GENESIS 21

A baby named Isaac (meaning laughter) was born to Abraham and Sarah.  Eight days later he was circumcised.

In time, conflict arose between Isaac and Ishmael.  Sarah asked Abraham to banish both Hagar and Ishmael.  Although this upset Abraham, God told him to do so for Sarah’s sake.  God protected Hagar and Ishmael as they traveled through the wilderness.
King Abimelech’s servants took away a well from Abraham’s servants and Abraham complained.  The king corrected the situation and from that time on the well was called Beer-sheba (located in southern Israel and slightly southwest of the Dead Sea.)  Beer-sheba was known as the “well of the oath” because of the peaceful pact between Abraham and King Abimelech.  And Abraham lived in this Philistine country for a long time.
GENESIS 22

God tested Abraham’s faith by asking him to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Not realizing that he was the victim, Isaac asked his father where the lamb for the sacrifice was.  He was told “God will see to it.”

Isaac was tied and about to be killed when an Angel of God said to Abraham “lay down the knife for I now know that God is first in your life.”  God sent forth many blessings and multiplied his descendants into the millions.

GENESIS 23

Sarah was 127 when she died in Hebron in the land of Canaan. Abraham bought a plot of land including a cave for her burial.

GENESIS 24

Abraham asked a servant to go to his homeland at Haran to find a wife for his son Isaac.  Under the Lord’s direction, Rebekah was selected.  An explanation was given to the family and their blessings given.  Isaac was thrilled upon their arrival home.
GENESIS 25

Abraham married again to Keturah and they had six children.  Abraham deeded all his wealth to Isaac and then died at age 175.
Isaac married Rebekah when he was 40 and, after many years, pleaded with God to give her a child.  Twin boys were born and named Esau and Jacob. Ultimately Esau sold all his eldest son’s rights to Jacob.

GENESIS 26

A severe famine occurred so Isaac moved to Gerar (south-central part of Israel on the Philistine plain) where Abimelech, king of the Philistines, lived.  God told him not to go to Egypt.  If he stayed, God promised blessings, much land and many descendants.
So he stayed and when asked about Rebekah, he replied she was his sister as he feared for his life if he told the truth.  King Abimelech asked Isaac for an explanation of this lie.  Satisfied with his answer, the king issued a proclamation that no harm would come to Isaac or Rebekah or the guilty ones would die.  Isaac was blessed with beautiful crops and herds thus becoming very wealthy.  The Philistines became very jealous and filled his wells with dirt.  King Abimelech told him to leave.  Finally Isaac and his family settled in Beer-sheba where he built an altar and worshipped God.  A visit by King Abimelech resulted in a pact of peace.
Isaac and Rebekah became bitter when Esau married Judith and Basemath.

GENESIS 27

In old age as he was half-blind and about to die, Isaac asked Esau to get some of his favorite venison and prepare it the way he liked.  Overhearing this request, Rebekah told Jacob to get two young goats for her to prepare and for Jacob to give to his father.  Disguised in Esau’s clothes Jacob went to Isaac who, when smelling the aroma, asked who was there.  Jacob lied.
Then Esau comes in with his bounty.  Upon discovery of this deceit, Esau hated Jacob and planned to kill him after Isaac’s death. Rebekah learned of this plot and told Jacob to join his uncle Laban in Haran (in Turkey.)
GENESIS 28

Isaac told Jacob to not marry a Canaanite girl but to marry a cousin - one of Laban’s daughters.  On his journey he stopped to rest and dreamed that God would protect him and will all of the ground he was sleeping on plus much more.  Upon wakening, he realized that it was more than a dream and named this land Bethel (just north of Jerusalem.)  Jacob then made a vow to God to give back 10% of all he receives with His protection.
Esau went to his Uncle Ishmael’s family and married two additional wives.

GENESIS 29

Jacob went to see his Uncle Laban in Haran.  It was there that he met and fell in love with Laban’s daughter Rachel.  Jacob told Laban that he’d work for him for seven years if he could have Rachel as his wife. Laban agreed and seven years quickly passed.  Jacob then asked Laban to fulfill their agreement by allowing the marriage.  After dark that night, Laban took Rachel’s sister Leah to Jacob and they slept together. 
Jacob became outraged at this trickery.  Laban said it was not a custom to marry off a younger daughter first.  He also promised her to Jacob if he agreed to work seven more years for him.  Jacob agreed.  Leah had four children by Jacob and Rachel was barren.  Jacob’s eye was still for Rachel.

GENESIS 30

Childless, Rachel became envious of her sister Leah and told Jacob to give her children or she’d die.  And then she told Jacob to sleep with her servant and those children would be hers.  A son was born followed by another.
Failing to become pregnant again, Leah gave Jacob her servant who quickly bore a son; then another.

Leah’s son Reuben brought her some mandrakes from the wheat harvest.  (A mandrake is the root of a plant, historically derived from plants of the genus Mandragora or from other species found in the Mediterranean region.)

Because of what she received, Rachel told Jacob to sleep with Leah.  He did and she had two more sons and a daughter.
Then God gave Rachel a son named Joseph.  Then Jacob agreed with Laban to stay another seven years if he would receive all of the spotted goats and black sheep (so as to tell the difference with Laban’s herd.)  They were given to Jacob’s sons to settle three days away while Jacob continued to work for Laban.  Jacob became very wealthy with many servants.

GENESIS 31

Relations dimmed between Laban and Jacob.  God told Jacob to return to the land of Canaan.  So Jacob, Rachel, Leah and their children left along with their flocks.  Three days later, Laban learned of their flight and took out after them.  Seven days later, he found them at Gilead (just south of the Sea of Galilee.)

In a dream, God told Laban not to harm Jacob or his family.  But Rachel had stolen Laban’s idols which made him furious.  Jacob welcomed a search and said “a curse upon anyone who took them.”  Unable to find anything, Laban and Jacob signed a peace pact.  To mark this agreement, a monument of stones was created.

GENESIS 32

Jacob sent a message to his brother Esau in the kingdom of Edom (just south of the Dead Sea.)  Its’ purpose was to tell Esau of his return.  The messengers returned with the news that Esau was on his way with an army of 400 men.  Jacob prepares many gifts for Esau but split his group in half with the thought that at least some could be saved in the event of an attack.  That night he took his family across the Jordan River for safety and then returned to camp.  A man was there who literally wrestled with him and knocked his hip out of joint.  At dawn the man blessed him and renamed him Israel - one who has power with God.

GENESIS 33

Esau and Jacob met with joyful tears.  Esau accepted his many gifts and then he and his men returned to Seir (mountainous region stretching between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba.)
Jacob settled in Shechem in Canaan where he bought land and created an altar and named it “The Altar to the God of Israel.”
GENESIS 34

One day Leah’s daughter Dinah was raped by Shechem who was the son of King Hamor the Hivite.  He then wanted to marry her.  The kind then asked Jacob for permission for them to marry and invited Jacob’s family to live with them.
But Shechem’s wish was denied as he had not been circumcised.  A counter offer of agreement was made if all the men in the city were circumcised.  The city council agreed.

But two days later, two of Dinah’s brothers Simeon and Levi entered the city and slaughtered all the men including Hamor and Shechem.  The city was plundered.  Jacob expressed his great displeasure.

GENESIS 35

God told Jacob to settle in Bethel.  Jacob (also known as Israel) told everyone to destroy all of their idols, wash themselves and put on clean clothing.  God protected them on their journey. Upon arrival, they built an altar.  And God told Jacob his name was now Israel and that his flock would multiply and become a great nation.

They left for Bethlehem but Rachel began to have labor pains.  She had another boy but then died.  Isaac died soon after at the age of 180.

GENESIS 36

This chapter traces the many descendants of Esau.

GENESIS 37

Jacob settled in Canaan.  His son Joseph told him of bad conduct by his half-brothers who were jealous of Joseph because of Jacob’s partiality.  Jacob’s dreams put Joseph above his brothers.
Later Joseph was sent to find his half-brothers after their disappearance.  Upon finding them, he was thrown into a well to die.  But some traders came by and they decided to sell Joseph to them.  The traders later sold Joseph to Potiphar who was an officer of the Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

GENESIS 38

Jacob’s son Judah left home, married and had three sons.  One of them, Er died as he was so wicked.  Judah told Er’s brother Oman to marry Er’s wife as it was law.  But Oman was sure to not have children by her as they would not be counted as his own.  He died also as this was an act against God.
Then Judah got involved with a prostitute who, unknown to him was his daughter-in-law, and she became pregnant.  When he found out, Judah wanted her burned to death.  He relented and she had twin sons.
GENESIS 39

Joseph arrived in Egypt and was sold to Potiphar who was a staff member of the Pharaoh and captain of the king’s bodyguards.  He noted the goodness of Joseph and was soon delegated significant duties.  The Lord blessed Potiphar for Joseph’s sake.

Potiphar’s wife became enamored with Joseph and asked him to sleep with her.  Joseph refused but she continued.  One day she strongly repeated her request.  But as Joseph fled she grabbed his coat sleeve and a piece tore off as she was clinging to it.  She became angry and screamed that Joseph tried to rape her.  Later she told Potiphar and he became furious and put Joseph into prison.  There the Lord was kind to him as he was put in charge of the prison administration.

GENESIS 40

The king of Egypt imprisoned his chief wine taster and chief baker.  While there, they both had dreams that they shared with Joseph.  Joseph told the wine taster that in three days his job would be restored.  He told the baker that in three days he would lose his head!  On the third day, both predictions came true.
GENESIS 41

The Pharaoh had two very odd dreams and asked his magicians and sages to give him an interpretation.  One of the replies referred to Joseph’s accurately describing the meaning of the dreams of the wine taster and the baker.  So Joseph was called from the dungeon.

When the Pharaoh asked Joseph the meaning of his dreams, the reply was “God will tell you what it meant.”  Pharaoh repeated the dreams to Joseph who said “God was telling you that Egypt would have seven years of prosperity followed by seven years of famine.”
Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of growing enough excess crops to care for all during the famine.  Then he became in charge of all the land in Egypt and was given a wife who had two sons.

GENESIS 42
Upon hearing about of all the grain, Jacob sent 10 older brothers of Joseph to Egypt to buy some for them.  Joseph accused them of being spies.  He sent all home with the grain (as well as the money hidden in each sack) except for Simeon who was thrown in prison.  Joseph told those returning to bring their youngest brother Benjamin back to prove that they were not spies.
GENESIS 43

The famine continued so their father relented and Judah and Benjamin returned to Egypt.  They packed many gifts and double the money so as to repay for the original bounty.  Upon their arrival, Simeon was released and a big feast was had by all.

GENESIS 44

Joseph ordered sacks full of grain and the money put on donkeys for the return trip.  He also ordered his own silver cup “placed” in one of the sacks.  They left.
Within a short time Joseph told his manager to chase them to find out who “stole” his silver cup.  It was found in Benjamin’s sack.  Thus he became a slave and the rest were ordered home.
But Judah confessed that they had a father and one dead son in addition to themselves.  Judah pleaded that Joseph keep him rather than Benjamin for fear that their father would die.

GENESIS 45

Joseph confessed to being their brother and asked if his father was still alive.  All were stunned.  He told them that God had sent him to prepare for the famine.  He also told them to return and ask his father to return with the entire family to live safely in the land of Goshen (located in Egypt.)
The Pharaoh heard of and supported Joseph’s wishes by giving them the best territory in Egypt.  The clan returned to Canaan and told Jacob all that happened.  Jacob was thrilled and, although weak of heart, said he would go.
GENESIS 46

God told Jacob to have no fear for this trip that included 70 family members.  Joseph met them in Goshen and a very emotional reunion took place with his father.  Joseph also told his brothers to tell the Pharaoh that they were shepherds so they could be protected.
GENESIS 47

The Pharaoh provided the best land of Egypt for them to settle.  As the famine continued money was exchanged for grain.  As the money ran out, herds were traded.  And then they were gone.  The Pharaoh bought all the land and the people became his serfs.  Joseph gave grain to sow and told all that a fifth of their harvest belonged to the Pharaoh.
So they lived in prosperity and Jacob dies 17 years after their arrival.  Before dying, he asked Joseph not to bury him in Egypt but return him to the land of his ancestors.

GENESIS 48

Jacob was ailing and thought he would never see Joseph and his two sons again.  Jacob blessed them all and foretold of great nations to come.  Jacob then granted them the choice land of Shekem (north of Bethel) in Canaan.
GENESIS 49

As he was dying, Jacob forecast the future for each of his twelve sons.  A final wish was for him to be buried with his fathers in a cave in the land of Canaan along with his ancestors.  Then he died.
GENESIS 50

Joseph wept over his father’s death.  After 40 days of embalming and 70 days of mourning, the Pharaoh agreed to let then return his father to Canaan where he was buried.

Joseph returned to Egypt and his brothers asked to forgive them for their evil ways upon him. Joseph spoke kindly and took care of them.

Before he died at 110, Joseph told his brothers that God would take them all to the Promised Land.  He asked his brothers to return his body along with them when they went.
GENESIS SUMMARY 

God created the world; oceans and land; plants fish and birds; mankind, sin and free choice.  There were those that worshipped God while abiding His rules and those that did not.  Jealousy and power became prevalent.  Because of the way people were acting in defiance of God, the world was flooded.  Only Noah, his family, animals and birds survived.  The world had another chance to do it right. 

The population expanded greatly from Noah.  In time, an Israeli clan settled in Egypt and was ultimately pledged passage to the Promised Land in Israel.

LESSON: By giving Adam and Eve free choice God hoped humanity would choose to stay in a relationship with Him out of love and obedience.  Even though Adam and Eve made a choice that caused them to be separated from God, His love for His created beings is so great that He will continue to provide a way back to a loving relationship.

Genesis was written by Moses approximately 1445-1405 BC.

Key introductions:  God, Adam, Eve, Abel, Cain, Seth, Noah, Abram (Abraham), Isaac, Esau, Jacob, Joseph.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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EXODUS 1

A new king of Egypt had no obligation for the descendants of Jacob.  He was concerned as the population of this Israeli clan was exponentially growing.  So he made slaves of them and all were mistreated and oppressed.
EXODUS 2

A Hebrew boy was born and hidden at home for 3 months.  Then the mother placed him in a boat hidden in the reeds of the Nile River.  One of the Pharaoh’s daughters heard him crying and told the mother that she would be paid well to care for him.  Later she returned him to the princess who kept him as her son and named him Moses.
After he grew up, Moses killed an Egyptian man having done harm to a Hebrew.  The Pharaoh ordered his execution but Moses ran off to the land of Midian (east of Egypt and south of Canaan.)  After a good deed he was invited to live with Reuel (Jethro) who was a priest.  Reuel gave Moses one of his daughters and they had a baby.

Several years later the Lord heard the cries of the Hebrews and remembered his earlier promise to return all of the descendents of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob back to Canaan.

EXODUS 3

One day an Angel of God appeared as a flame of fire in a bush that would not burn up.  Then God told Moses that he had come to take them all to a good land flowing with milk and honey.  He told Moses to go to the Pharaoh and demand that he let Moses lead His people out of Egypt.  And God told Moses that He would be with him.  He also told Moses to tell the people that the Sovereign God of their ancestors had sent you to lead them.  The elders will accept your message.
God knew that the king of Egypt would not agree to this mass exodus.  He also promised to destroy Egypt with miracles.  Then the king would agree and send them all on their way with many gifts.

EXODUS 4

Moses told God that the Egyptians would not believe that God had given him this divine request. God replied by telling Moses to throw the rod in his hand to the ground.  When he did, the rod turned into a serpent.  God also instructed Moses to place his hand inside his robe.  When he removed it, it was white with leprosy.  Moses did it again and his hand was normal!  Then they would believe what God said.
Moses took his wife and sons from Midian and returned to Egypt.  En route, his brother Aaron met them at Mt. Horeb (possibly known as Mt. Sinai.)  Moses shared God’s commands and they all returned to Egypt.  Moses performed God’s miracles and the elders rejoiced and worshiped.
EXODUS 5

Moses and Aaron told the Pharaoh that God gave them instructions to let His people go.  The Pharaoh refused but Moses and Aaron continued to plead their case.  All were sent back to work and ordered to keep up their production but with a smaller amount of supplies.  The people were whipped for failing to meet their quotas.

The people were upset with Moses and Aaron for telling them to ask the Pharaoh to leave.  Moses pleaded with the Lord.

EXODUS 6

God promised Moses that he would perform miracles and set them all free.  The people did not believe.  God told Moses to return to the Pharaoh.

EXODUS 7

Moses and Aaron returned to the Pharaoh.  The Lord said they would be asked to repeat their miracles. Their rod turned into a serpent but so did the magicians!  But then Aaron’s rod swallowed those of the magicians.  The Pharaoh still wasn’t convinced.
The next day God told Moses and Aaron to meet the Pharaoh at the river Nile.  There they repeated their demand and, of course, refused.  At God’s command, Moses hit the water with his rod and the Nile turned into blood!  Then God instructed Aaron to point his rod toward all the waterways and they would also turn to blood.  But the magicians did likewise and the Pharaoh remained unconvinced just as the Lord predicted.  Then the Egyptians dug wells for drinking water.
EXODUS 8

The Lord told Moses to tell the Pharaoh to “let my people go and to worship Him.”  A refusal followed and frogs covered the nation but the magicians did the same.  A request was made to take the frogs away and then he would let the people go and worship Him.  The next day all the frogs died except those in the river.  Pharaoh again hardened his heart.  Moses was then told to strike the dust with his rod and all would become lice.  The magicians failed to repeat this so-called trick. But the Pharaoh continued his stubborn ways.
The next day the Lord covered the land with flies.  Now the Pharaoh granted permission for a three-day trip but not into the wilderness.  The flies were removed by the Lord and one more time, the Pharaoh’s heart hardened.

EXODUS 9

The Lord then sent a deadly plague that killed the herds of all the Egyptians but none of the Israelis.  The Pharaoh’s stubbornness continued.  God instructed Moses and Aaron to fill the sky with ashes from the kilns as the Pharaoh watched.  They spread throughout the land causing boils on people, magicians and animals.
Pharaoh still refused so the next day God told Moses to point to the heavens and with that the Lord sent thunder, hail and lightning.  Egypt was in ruins except for the herds and people that came in from the fields.  Nothing else was sparred except for the land of Goshen that the Israelis occupied.
Moses asked the Lord to stop the storm and when it did, the Pharaoh still said no.
EXODUS 10

Then the land was covered by locusts.  No approval was granted and Moses was told to never ask again.
EXODUS 11

Moses told the Pharaoh that death would come to all of the oldest sons from the Pharaoh to the lowliest slave and also to the first born of the animals.  Permission was still not given.
EXODUS 12

The Lord established this month as the most important on the Jewish calendar.  The 10th day all families should collect a year old male sheep or goat without defects.  They would be killed on the 14th day and their blood placed on the door of every one of their homes.  All should eat roast lamb that night with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.
It was to be eaten while wearing traveling clothes and this day would always be recorded as the “Lord’s Passover” for that night He would pass through the land and kill the oldest sons and firstborn male animals.  God would exclude all those with blood on their doors.  Passover (liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian slavery) was to last seven days and become a permanent law.

The Pharaoh had enough and told Moses to leave with his people.  The Israelis were given jewels and clothing for their journey.  And so they and their animals headed for Succoth (northeast Egypt.)  The night of their departure became known as the annual celebration of God’s deliverance.
Then God laid down laws for the observance of Passover including who might and might not celebrate.  All males had to be circumcised along with other mandates.

EXODUS 13

Moses told the people that the day of leaving in March was to forever be a day of remembrance and celebration.  This miracle was to be passed on to all children.
On their journey God led then through the Red Sea wilderness and they camped in Etham (directly north of the Red Sea.)  God guided them by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night.

EXODUS 14

God told Moses to head toward Pi-Hahiroth (at the edge of the north end of the Red Sea) so the Pharaoh would think they were trapped between the desert and the Red Sea.  (Note:  some scholars will say this was actually the “Sea of Reeds.”)  Here may be another issue of translation. It is my understanding that the “Sea of Reeds was in the original Hebrew Bible but when translated by the Greeks, it became the “Red Sea!”  Some scholars will also imply that the crossing did not take place at the Red Sea but, in fact, at a small sea just north of the present-day Red Sea.)

Then the Pharaoh changed his mind upon learning that the Israelis were not returning after three days.  His army took pursuit and overtook them were they were camped.  All became frightened as the Egyptian army closed in on them.  They admonished Moses for leading them into this trap and pleaded to the Lord for help.  Moses told them not to worry as the Lord would show His care.

The Lord instructed Moses to hold his rod over the water so as to part the sea.  On this path they traveled with walls of water on each side.  As the Egyptians followed and when the Israelis were safely on the other side, the Lord told Moses to stretch his hand over the sea. As he did, the water drowned the entire enemy.  Once again the people believed in the Lord and his servant Moses.

EXODUS 15

All sang songs of praises to the Lord.  Moses then moved them into the wilderness of Shur (just east of the Red Sea) and they spent three days without water.  At Marah (three days from the Red Sea) they were unable to drink as the water was so bitter.  Once again the people complained.  The Lord instructed Moses to throw a tree into the water and when he did, it turned sweet!
Then the Lord set forth conditions to test their commitment to Him.  They were told that there would be no suffering if only they would listen, obey and do what was right.  Then they camped in Elim (just south of Marah) that had springs and palm trees.

EXODUS 16

They traveled to a spot between Elim and Mt. Sinai.  The people continued to moan and again expressed their desire to go back to Egypt where food was bountiful.
The Lord promised to provide enough to eat and also to store for their continuing journey.  Moses and Aaron told them all they would arrive in the evening and would have to Lord to thank.  They gathered food each day and then on the sixth day saved twice as much as usual.

On the seventh day (Sabbath) they were told to rest and refrain from work.  Some disobeyed. The Lord asked Moses why some disobeyed.  The food which fell from the sky became known as “manna” (sticky bread.)  They kept three quarts of it as a museum specimen forever and eventually it was placed in the Ark in the Tabernacle.

As they roamed the wilderness for 40 years, the manna was eaten until they arrived in the land of Canaan where there were ample crops.
EXODUS 17

The next stop was Rephidim (between Elim and Mt. Sinai) where there was no water.  Again the people became very upset and wished to be back in Egypt.  Moses pleaded to God for help and was told to take the elders with him and lead the people to Mt. Horeb (same as Mt. Sinai.)  God met them at the rock and told Moses to strike it with his rod and water would be plentiful.
Now the warriors of Amalek prepared to attack them.  Moses told Joshua to assemble their men.  As they went out to fight, Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of a hill.  While Moses held up the rod, the Israelis were winning.  When dropping to his side, they were losing.  As he tired, he sat on a stone that Aaron and Hur had rolled for him to sit and hold the rod up so the enemy was defeated.
EXODUS 18

Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, brought Moses’ wife and two sons.  Moses shared their journey’s experiences and Jethro blessed the Lord for rescuing the Israelis.
The next day Moses listened to the people’s ongoing complaints.  Jethro told Moses that he should appoint judges to handle this dilemma.  Moses executed this idea so as to administer justice for all. 
EXODUS 19

The Israelis arrived in the Sinai Peninsula after three more months of travel.  They came upon Mt. Sinai where camped was established.  Moses climbed this mountain to meet with God who gave him instructions for all the people:
· you have seen what I have done to the Egyptians

· obey me and you will be my own flock: a holy nation

Moses conveyed this message to all the leaders who said they would do what the Lord asked.  God then told Moses that He was coming to him in the form of a dark cloud so all could hear Him speak.

Two days later He came upon Mt. Sinai but created lines for no one to pass for, if they did, death would come upon them.  At the sound of a ram’s horn all should gather at the foot of the mountain.  Then there was a terrific storm and the cloud came followed by blast of the ram’s horn.  Moses spoke and God replied by calling Moses to the top where he was told to go back down and tell the people again not to cross the lines.  He also told him to return with Aaron.

Below is a map showing the route of the Exodus.

ROUTE OF THE EXODUS
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EXODUS 20

God told all to worship and obey His Ten Commandments:

· Worship no other God except me

· You shall not make false idols
· You shall not use My name in vain

· Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy

· Honor your father and your mother

· You shall not commit murder

· You shall not commit adultery

· You shall not steal

· You shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor

· You shall not covet your neighbor, his wife or anything he owns.

After more smoke and lightning, Moses shared God’s message and the people promised to obey.  Then God told Moses to be His spokesperson to the Israelis and to make simple altars of earth for sacrifices.

EXODUS 21, 22 and 23
God commanded an enormous litany of additional laws to be obeyed and the consequences if they were not.  It involved men, women, slaves and animals.  It is in verse 21 that originated the retaliation term “eye for an eye; tooth for a tooth!”  The true meaning of this has been debated by many learned scholars.  There appears to be significant differences between the Old and New Testaments as recorded in Matthew. References made in Exodus 21, Leviticus 24 and Deuteronomy state equal compensation for a grievous sin.  However, Jesus instructed Matthew (5:38-42) to love your enemies and to invite even more infliction!

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said “the old law of an eye for an eye leaves everyone blind.” 
Then the people were told again to work only six days and not to idolize any other god.  They were reminded of the Pilgrimages they must make each year.

The Lord promised terror to all the people in the land that the Israelis invade.  This land would first become a wilderness until the population of the Israelis increased their numbers enough to fill the land.

EXODUS 24

The Lord instructed Moses “come up here with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu and 70 elders - all except Moses are to worship at a distance.”  Only Moses could come close.
Moses wrote down the laws given to him by the Lord.  Then Moses read to the people the Book of the covenant containing God’s direction and laws.  The people promised to obey.

Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and 70 eluders went up the mountain again.  From a distance, they all saw God but then Moses was instructed to come closer.  Those at the bottom were in awe as the glory of God on the mountain top looked like a raging fire.  Moses disappeared into the clouds and he was there for 40 days and 40 nights.
EXODUS 25

God told Moses to tell the people to bring their offerings so as to build a sacred temple. Every square inch was detailed.
EXODUS 26

Then God instructed how the tent of the Tabernacle was to be constructed in finite detail.
EXODUS 27

Instructions were then given for the altar and the courtyard around it.  Even the tools for construction were specified.  The lamps of the Tabernacle required pure olive oil and were to be burned continually as an eternal flame.
EXODUS 28
Moses was told to consecrate Aaron and his sons to be priests.  God described the garments they should wear in substantial detail.  Then God told Moses to dedicate them to their ministry by anointing each with olive oil.
EXODUS 29

God then precisely defined how the ceremony for the dedication of Aaron and his sons would take place.  The sacred garments of Aaron were to be preserved for the consecration of his sons who succeeds him from generation to generation for his anointing ceremony.  The details of this ceremony were well defined.
And finally God said He would meet with the people of Israel at the Tabernacle to be sanctified for His glory along with the altar, Aaron and his sons.  Then the people will know that God is their Lord and that He had brought them out of Egypt.
EXODUS 30

God gave the details for the building of a small altar for burning incense and then the rules for Aaron’s duties every morning and evening.  Every year Aaron was to sanctify the altar to be continued from generation to generation.
God told Moses to take a census of the people for the purpose of then giving a ransom to the Lord for atonement.  These monies were to be used for the care of the Tabernacle.

Then God instructed Moses the procedure to be used as they anointed the Tabernacle, the Ark, the table and all of its instruments.

EXODUS 31

The Lord appointed a team of special skills to oversee the construction of the Tabernacle and the Ark.  Then he told Moses to tell the people of Israel to rest on His Sabbath day.  Anyone who did not would be killed.  As God finished speaking with Moses, He gave him the two tablets of stone containing the Ten Commandments as written on by His fingers.
EXODUS 32

The people became impatient for the return of Moses.  Aaron built a golden calf plus an altar and declared a feast!  A wild party ensued followed by sexual immorality.  The Lord told Moses to return to the people who had defiled themselves and abandoned His laws.  God was very angry and wanted to inflict punishment upon the people but Moses begged Him not to do that.
After a discussion, the Lord changed His mind.  Moses returned down the mountain holding the two tablets with the Ten Commandments.

Upon seeing the idol and the party, the angered Moses threw the tablets on the ground where they were broken.  Aaron told him the people were wicked and asked for God to lead them for Moses had failed.  Moses replied by saying to all “you who are on the Lord’s side, come over and join me.”  They did and were then told to kill all the rest including brothers, friends and neighbors.  Nearly 3000 perished!
Moses told the living that they had sinned greatly and promised to return to the Lord to seek His forgiveness.  Moses returned to the Lord who told him to lead the people to the place he talked about.  There they would be punished by a great plague.

EXODUS 33

Then the Lord said to Moses “Lead these people you brought from Egypt to the land of milk and honey.  The land I promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their descendants.  An Angel will precede them to drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.

However, God was still angry.  Moses erected a sacred Tent for a meeting with God.  A pillar of cloud appeared as God spoke with Moses.  The people bowed.  Moses asked the Lord who was going to help take the people to the Promised Land.  The Lord said He would go and provide a successful journey.
EXODUS 34

The Lord told Moses to prepare two more stone tablets so as to again write the Ten Commandments.  The next day Moses climbed Mt. Sinai with the tablets.  God said He was a merciful and gracious God - slow to anger and rich in steadfast love and truth.  I am also forgiving but refuse to clear the guilty.

Moses again begged the Lord to go with them to the Promised Land while pardoning their sins.  The Lord said He would perform miracles and the people would see His power to be displayed through Moses.

God continued by saying “break down the heathen altar and shameful idols.  I am the only God.  Do not make any peace treaties with foreigners.”  He then repeated additional laws that had been given before.

For 40 days and nights, Moses was on the mountain without food or water.  God again inscribed the Ten Commandments.  Upon the return of Moses, the people were fearful as his faced glowed.  He then gave all of them God’s Ten Commandments.

EXODUS 35

Moses told the people to work six days and rest on the seventh as that was a day of worship.  Death would come to those working on that day.
Moses repeated the Lord’s command to bring offerings to Him along with skilled craftsmen to construct the Tabernacle with finite detail.  Those whose hearts were united with God responded.
EXODUS 36

The construction work began.  Even by today’s standards, amazing engineering feats were accomplished.  The detail is worth studying.
EXODUS 37

To exact specifications, the Ark was built.
EXODUS 38

Like the rest of this mammoth project, the Altar was constructed of special materials.  Next was the courtyard.  It is amazing how much detail went into this effort.
Moses designated the process of the entire project and who was responsible.  Even all of the material for the Tabernacle, Ark and courtyard was defined all in accord with God’s wishes.  This venture boggles the mind even by today’s standards.
EXODUS 39

Special garments were made for the priests as commanded by the Lord to Moses.  Moses blessed all who contributed as it was all as the Lord had instructed.
EXODUS 40

The Lord told Moses to put together the Tabernacle on the first day of the first month.  In it, place the Ark containing the Ten Commandments and install a veil to enclose the Ark.  He went on to prescribe many other actions.
When all was complete a cloud covered the Tabernacle and the glory of God filled it.  When the cloud moved, the people of Israel moved.  When it stayed, they stayed.
EXODUS SUMMARY 

In my humble opinion (borrowed phrase) Exodus is one of the most exciting and rewarding parts of the Bible.  It demonstrates the power and influence of God.  The exodus of a nation was with many trials, tribulations, sins, faith and lack of faith.  Most significant was God’s love and patience.  
Of large magnitude in Exodus 2, Moses was born.

It is here that the term “eye for an eye; tooth for a tooth” was first expressed.  It was repeated in Leviticus 24:20 and Deuteronomy 19:21.  God is not revengeful thus in the New Testament it is repudiated in Matthew 5:38-42.

Incredibly important was the creation of the “Ten Commandments” (Exodus 20) which is still rock solid after thousands of years!  What other epistle has withstood the test of time and served as a guideline for so many?   And WITHOUT CHANGE or MISINTERPRETATION!  This is a true foundation for us all.
LESSON:  No matter how far God’s children wander or are diverted from the path to the Promised Land, God has a plan to “recalculate” (to borrow a term from my GPS).  After 400 years in Egypt God’s children lost their vision for the Promised Land.  They needed someone to save them from their slavery.  The example of Moses as a savior to the Children of Israel by taking them out of slavery from Egypt represents how Jesus as our Savior rescues us from the slavery of sin.

Exodus was written by Moses approximately 1445-1405 BC.

Key introductions: Moses, Aaron, the People
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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LEVITICUS 1

The Lord now commanded Moses to tell the people to use male animals from their herds and flocks for a sacrifice to the Lord.  They must have no defects.  Precise procedures were to be followed for the burnt offering.  Birds could also be offered.
LEVITICUS 2-3
The Lord specified how a grain or bread offering could be made and how the priests should handle them.  In the case of an offering of thanksgiving to the Lord, He described the type of animal without defect and how it should be handled.
LEVITICUS 4

The Lord told Moses to advise the people in great detail what happens to them if any of His commandments are violated.  He also described the penalty if the entire Israeli nation or one of it’s leaders were to sin.
LEVITICUS 5

The Lord said “anyone who refuses to give testimony concerning what he knows about a crime is guilty.”  Everyone had to confess if they touched a dead body of an animal forbidden for food, human discharge or made a rash vow.  They shall confess and bring a guilt offering to the priest.

Moses also heard the Lord say it is sinful to unintentionally defile what is holy and defined the penalty.  Further if anyone disobeys a law of god without realizing it, they are still guilty and must sacrifice as per the edict of Moses.

LEVITICUS 6

The Lord told Moses that one sins by refusing to return a deposit on something borrowed or rented or by refusing to return something entrusted to him, or by robbery, or by oppressing his neighbor.  The penalty for these crimes was also defined in detail.  Moses was told to give Aaron and his sons these regulations concerning the burnt offerings along with how these offerings should take place.  
The Lord specified to Moses the proceedings to take place when Aaron and his sons were anointed and inducted into the priesthood.

LEVITICUS 7

Then the Lord detailed what was to happen concerning the most holy offering for guilt.  More instructions were given regarding the sacrifices given to the Lord as special peace offerings.
The Lord instructed Moses to tell the Israelis not to eat the fat of oxen, sheep or goats as well as to never eat the blood of animals or birds.
LEVITICUS 8

The Lord told Moses to bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the Tabernacle along with all the people of Israel.  Once all had assembled, a lengthy ritual took place.  Moses said all he had done was as commanded by the Lord in order to make atonement for them.  Aaron and his sons were told to stay at the entrance for seven days.
LEVITICUS 9
On the sixth day of the consecration ceremonies Aaron, his sons and elders of Israel were summoned to partake in sin and burnt offerings to the Lord.  In addition, the people were told to bring peace offerings.  They were blessed and the glory of the Lord appeared to all.  Then fire came from the Lord and consumed the offering.  The people shouted and fell flat to the ground.

LEVITICUS 10
Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, sinned by laying incense on the fire and they were destroyed.  Aaron’s cousins were told to remove the bodies without mourning.

Aaron and his sons were told not to drink wine or a strong drink in the Tabernacle lest they die.  They were told to arbitrate for the people and to teach them the difference what is holy and what is ordinary, what is pure and impure as well as all of God’s laws.

LEVITICUS 11
The Lord told Moses and Aaron which animals, fish, birds and insects could be used for food.  They were also told how to handle all dead bodies.
LEVITICUS 12
By command of the Lord, Moses told all that when a baby was born, the mother is defiled for seven days with the same restriction during her periods.  On the eighth day her son was to be circumcised.  Then for 30 days she must not touch anything sacred.

When a girl is born, the mother’s impurity shall last 14 days during which time she will be under the same restrictions as during menstruation.  She is to continue recovery for 66 days.

When the days of purification are complete, she must take a burnt offering to the door of the Tabernacle for atonement.

LEVITICUS 13
Great detail is shown to determine if someone does or does not have leprosy followed by specific procedures to be enacted by a priest.  If leprosy is confirmed, they are defiled and must live outside the camp.  Then instructions were given for the handling of the clothing.
LEVITICUS 14
The Lord gave Moses lengthy instructions for the handling of the lepers including offerings.  These instructions were carried forth as they arrived in the land of Canaan.

LEVITICUS 15
The Lord gave Moses and Aaron further direction to tell the people that a man with genital discharge is defiled as well as his bed and clothing.  Included was anyone who touched or spat upon him.  After the discharge stops, a seven day cleansing ceremony is to take place.  A sacrifice at the Tabernacle would be given on the eighth day.

When a woman menstruates, she would be ceremoniously defiled for seven days or for however long it lasts.  During that time all she touched would become defiled.  At the end, a sacrifice was to be given at the Tabernacle.

LEVITICUS 16
Upon the death of Aaron’s sons, the Lord said to Moses to give Aaron instructions with regard to entering the Holy Place where the Ark was placed.  Further, when entering, he must be alone and follow specific procedures.  It was quite a ritual for Aaron and all who took part.  The purpose of this ritual was to make atonement for the people of Israel and to be done annually.
LEVITICUS 17
The Lord gave additional instructions for Moses to give to Aaron.  It covered the handling of sacrifices and dictated that no blood in any form should be eaten.  Violators would be excommunicated. 
LEVITICUS 18
Moses was told by the Lord to tell the Israelites to obey his laws.  They included who shall marry whom and defined the rules of sexual relationships.  Homosexuality was forbidden.  Guilty ones would be defiled and excommunicated.

LEVITICUS 19
The people were also told to be holy, respect their parents and to obey the Sabbath law.  He further told them how to sacrifice a peace offering and how to harvest their crops.  Basically the people were told to obey the Ten Commandments with more detailed instructions and also described penalties for disobedience.
LEVITICUS 20-21-22

Many more commands and penalties for sinning were given.  Rules and duties were defined for Aaron, his sons and priests.
LEVITICUS 23
The Lord told Moses to tell the people of Israel to celebrate seven annual festivals and times in addition to the Sabbath when all should worship Him.
· Passover at the end of March.  This is a day to commemorate Israel’s exodus from Egypt.

· Festival of Unleavened Bread.  On the day following Passover.

· Festival of Fruits.  This is harvest time.

· Festival of Pentecost.  This is 50 days after Passover when the Lord shall be given an offering of bread and wine, animal sacrifices which are all as food and drink for the priests.

· Festival of Trumpets.  This is mid-September worship time.

· Day of Atonement.  This follows nine days later and is a holy day.  It is the most solemn day (Yom Kippur) of the year and is for sin sacrifices to the Lord.

· Festival of Tabernacles.  Five days later on the last day of September, this is to be celebrated for seven days.  Instructions were given for each day.  Then the eighth day is a joyous celebration and no work permitted.
LEVITICUS 24
The Lord instructed the people to bring pure olive oil for an eternal flame to be placed in the lampstand of pure gold.  Further, rules were given regarding the Sabbath day and the penalties for fighting, cursing God and murderers of man or animals that were not theirs.
LEVITICUS 25

When Moses was on Mt. Sinai, the Lord said to give the land a rest every seventh year - no crops or harvest. Every 50th year the trumpets should be blown on the Day of Atonement.  This shall be a holy year and one to proclaim liberty for all enslaved debtors.  All the estates sold to others shall be returned at a fair price and no crops are to be grown.
More rules were given for those who did not have enough money for payment.  The rules of slavery were outlined for both Israelites and foreigners.
LEVITICUS 26
God promised abundant rain, crops, fruit and grapes for all those who obeyed His commandments.  They would also be protected from their enemies.
For those that continually disobey, punishment would include horrific illness, no crops, no protection from enemies plus plagues and wars.  Famine would cause those to eat their own children.  Alters would be destroyed.  The people would become prisoners of war and slaves in distant lands.
LEVITICUS 27

Moses received from the Lord an outline of what happens when special vows are made to the Lord.  This included payment of money, animals and a home or property.  The Lord also stated that ten percent of all crops should be given to Him.
LEVITICUS SUMMARY 

Leviticus contains a lot of detail but basically contains God’s specific laws, ordinances, instructions and punishments to the people of Israel as given by the Lord to Moses.  It addresses sexuality.

It was here that the anointing took place of Aaron and his sons as priests.
Leviticus was written by Moses approximately 1445-1405 BC.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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NUMBERS 1 

The Lord instructed Moses to take a census of all men 20 and older that were able to go to war.  The census would be assisted by the leaders of the 12 tribes.  The total count was 603,550 but excluded male Levites for they were assigned work at the Tabernacle and to assist the priests.
NUMBERS 2
Moses and Aaron were told by the Lord where the tents of each tribe should be placed.  They were in four clusters surrounding each side of the Tabernacle.

NUMBERS 3
Aaron’s sons were anointed as priests to serve the Tabernacle but two of them died.  Then Moses was instructed to call upon the tribes of Levi to assist Aaron.  However, only Aaron and his sons could be priests.
Then Moses was told to take a census of all the male Levites.  The count was 22,000 a month old and older.  They were to share in the care of the Tabernacle.

Then another census took place counting the eldest sons in Israel who were at least one month old.  It was found that they outnumbered the Levites by 273 so Moses received redemption money and gave it to Aaron and his sons as the Lord commanded.
NUMBERS 4
Moses and Aaron were told to take a census of the Kohath, Gershonite and Merari divisions of the Levite tribe.  It was for all 30-50 year old males who were able to work in the Tabernacle.  These 8,580 men were assigned sacred duties including specific steps on how all was to be done.
NUMBERS 5
The Lord ordered the Israelites to expel all lepers from their camps.  Then Moses was told by the Lord what must be done of the people sinned by betraying a trust or a man’s wife, or commits adultery.  Specific penalties were outlined.
NUMBERS 6
Moses was given more detailed instructions for male and female Israelites who take the special vow of a Nazirite, thus consecrating themselves to the Lord in a special way.  At the conclusion, special rules were to be followed.  Then Aaron and his sons were to give special blessings and followed by God’s blessings “May the Lord bless and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you, show you His favor and give you His peace!”
NUMBERS 7
Moses anointed and sanctified each part of the Tabernacle including the Altar and utensils.  The Levites were given gifts for the work of the Tabernacle.  Then the leaders of each of the 12 tribes presented gifts on separate days.  The gifts included gold, silver and animals.
NUMBERS 8
The Lord told Moses to separate the Levites from the Israelites followed by specific instructions.  In the end, they were presented to Aaron and his sons to be sanctified so they could do their work in the Tabernacle.  The Levites were to begin serving at age 25 and retire at 50 but to continue with light duties.
NUMBERS 9
While in the Sinai Peninsula, God told Moses that the Israelis must celebrate Passover annually and follow a precise ritual.  As the celebration began, some had touched the dead and were defiled and could not eat the Passover lamb.  They pleaded with Moses who asked God what to do.  The Lord responded by saying they could celebrate a month later.  Any that were eligible but did not partake in the ceremony were excommunicated.
A cloud appeared above the Tabernacle and it changed to the appearance of fire that night.  When the cloud moved, the people moved on.  If it stopped, they stopped as this is what the Lord commanded.
NUMBERS 10

God told Moses to make two trumpets that would call for the assembly of the people at the Tabernacle.  If the sound came from only one trumpet, only the tribe’s chiefs should attend.

Upon arrival in the Promised Land, God saved all from their enemies when He heard the blast of the trumpets.

On the 20th day of the 2nd month of the 2nd year that all left Egypt, the Israelites left the Sinai wilderness.  The tabernacle had been torn down but rebuilt by the time all arrived at their next stop.  The cloud covered their path with the Ark in front of the procession.

NUMBERS 11
The people continued to complain and God became angry. Fire began destroying those at the edge of the camp.  Then the Egyptians who were with them also complained.  Both the Lord and Moses were displeased.  Moses asked God why he had been given the burden to lead.  The only food they had was the “manna” which was found on the ground.  It was then ground, boiled and made into pancakes.
Then the Lord told Moses to gather 70 leaders who could share the burden of Moses.  The Lord promised meat for all for one month and He so provided.  But the Lord was still angry so a plague commenced and many died.
NUMBERS 12
Miriam (sister of Moses and Aaron) and Aaron criticized Moses.  The Lord overheard and called them to the Tabernacle.  As He descended from the Cloud and departed in anger, Miriam became a leper so Moses was asked for her not to be punished.  Moses sent this message to God who said she must be excluded from the camp for seven days and then returned.

All left for the wilderness of Paran (east side of the Red Sea.)

NUMBERS 13
Moses was told to send one leader from each tribe to enter the land of Canaan as spies.  They were told to examine the land and the people and to bring back samples of the crops.  After 40 days they returned and reported it was indeed a land of milk and honey but the people were very powerful.  All of the spies but Joshua and Caleb said they would be unable to conquer them.
NUMBERS 14
All were discouraged by the report and again complained to Moses and Aaron.  The people wanted a new leader to return them to Egypt.  They were told the Lord loved them and would provide care on their journey.   The people wanted to stone them both.  Despite all of the miracles that the Lord had done, they still did not believe!

Moses asked the Lord for forgiveness by showing His love.  He told them to turn back into the wilderness toward the Red Sea.  The Lord also asked how long His people were going to complain about Him.  All above 20 years of age roamed the wilderness for the next 40 years.
Many died but two spies remained.  Joshua and Caleb admitted their sins and headed for the Promised Land which violated God’s instructions.  Moses warned them not to go.  But go they did without either Moses or the Ark.  And they were attacked by their enemies.

NUMBERS 15

Upon arrival in the Promised Land, the Lord specified instructions for sacrifices including animals and crops.  He also gave them instructions in case they erred.  If one deliberately committed an error, they had to die in sin.

One Israeli was caught gathering wood on the Sabbath.  After judgment, he was stoned to death.
NUMBERS 16
Leaders numbering 250 lead a rebellion against Moses.  They questioned why they had to follow his commands.  On the next day the leaders (Korah, Dathan and Abiram) and all the others appeared at the Tabernacle with Moses and Aaron.  The Lord told Moses to tell the people to get away from the tents of the rebellious leaders.
Then the Lord performed a miracle as the ground swallowed all three tents with everyone in them.  Fire then burned up the 250.  The Israelites fled.  The next day, Moses and Aaron were accused of killing so many.  As they did, a cloud appeared over the Tabernacle and the awesome glory of God was seen. Aaron acted quickly to make atonement thus stopping a horrific plague that killed 14,700 people.
NUMBERS 17
At the Lord’s command, each of the 12 tribal chiefs went to the Tabernacle with a rod with each of their names inscribed.  They were placed in the inner room.  The Lord said He would choose the one whose rod had buds and then the complaining would cease.
The next day Aaron’s rod had budded and had ripe almonds.  This rod was permanently placed beside the Ark and all others removed.  But the people still did not believe.

NUMBERS 18
The Lord told Aaron that only he, his sons and the Levites could perform sacred duties in the Tabernacle.  These duties were well defined with penalties if not precisely followed.
Aaron and his staff were to receive offerings from the people and to be eaten only by them.  The Lord gave additional instructions regarding the first born children and animals.  Other laws said that only the Levites and priests could enter the sanctuary.  Further the Levites had to give the Lord a tenth of all the tithes they received.

NUMBERS 19
God gave sacrificial laws that applied to animals and humans and what was to happen when a dead body was touched.
NUMBERS 20
The people arrived at Kadesh (mid-way between the Red and Dead Seas) in the wilderness of Zin.  Miriam died and was buried.  Lacking water, another protest was shared with Moses and Aaron.  At this meeting, the people again asked why they were led out of Egypt.  Moses and Aaron went to the Tabernacle where God told Moses to gather all at a nearby rock.  Then Moses touched the rock with Aaron’s rod and water spewed forth.

Then the Lord told Moses and Aaron they had sinned as they “touched” the rock rather than “speaking” to the rock as the Lord commanded.  Thus they were told to NOT take all to the Promised Land.  Moses would never reach that destination.
Moses sent messages to the King of Edom requesting permission to carefully travel through his land.  The request was denied and the king sent his army to the border.  Then all journeyed to Mt. Hor (just east of the wilderness of Zen) where Moses was told to take Aaron and his son Eleazor to the top where Aaron died.  The people mourned for 30 days.
NUMBERS 21
As their journey continued, they were attacked by the army of King Arad.  They pleaded to the Lord for help which was granted and the enemy was defeated.  But once again, the people complained.  As a result of God’s wrath, poisonous snakes appeared and many died.  Moses prayed for the people.
Their travels continued to Beer (Beersheba - directly east of the Red Sea) where the Lord told Moses all would get water.  They then traveled through the land of the Amorites where King Sihon’s army attacked but they were defeated.  All of the Amorites’ land was captured.  Then the Israelis repeated their victory at the city of Bashan as the Lord was there to help again.
NUMBERS 22
The entourage traveled to the plains of Moab (next to the south-eastern side of the Dead Sea) and camped near the Jordan River.  The King of Moab was afraid to attack them because of the Israelites recent victories.  He sought help from other armies.  One of the other leaders was Balaam who said help depended upon the Lord.  And the Lord told him to leave the Israelis alone as they were blessed by Him.
King Balak tried again to influence Balaam.  God told Balaam to go with them but to say only what He said.  Together they arrived at the top of Mount Bamoth-Baal and saw the people of Israel below.
NUMBERS 23
Seven altars were built followed by sacrifices on each.  Balaam told King Balak that God had blessed the Israelites and he should do no harm to them.  So the king insisted on going elsewhere where there were fewer Israelites.
They went to the top of Mt. Pisgah (northeast of the Dead Sea) where seven more altars were built and sacrifices made.  Once again Balaam listened to the Lord and told the king the Israelites were blessed.  The unbelieving king took Balaam to the top of Mt. Peor and conducted sacrifices on seven newly built altars.
NUMBERS 24
The Spirit of God came upon Balaam and told him the Israelites were blessed with great strength enough to defeat any enemies.

King Balak was livid and ordered Balaam home.  Balaam prophesized the great future of the Israelites and the destruction of their enemies.

NUMBERS 25
Israel was camped at Acacia (just north of the Dead Sea) and some of the young men went to wild parties with local Moabite girls.  The girls invited then to attend sacrifices to their idols.  Before long all Israel was worshipping Baal (Moab’s god) and the Lord became very angry.  Moses was ordered to execute all of the tribal leaders of Israel.
Then one of the men insolently brought a Midianite girl into camp.  Phinehas, grandson of Aaron, thrust a spear through them both.  The plague was ended.  For the moment God was appeased and He stopped destroying Israel.  Moses was commanded to destroy the Midianites.

NUMBERS 26
The plague had ended.  Moses and Eleazor, son of Aaron, were told to take a census of all Israeli men 20 and older so as to prepare for war.  A total of 631,730 from all 12 tribes were counted.  The land was divided into 12 sections and each was based on the size of each tribe.
NUMBERS 27
The Lord provided rules of inheritance for those men who had no sons and daughters.
Moses was told to go up Mount Abarim, also known as Mount Nebo, (near the northeastern side of the Dead Sea) and look at the land He gave to the people of Israel.  This was to be the site of Moses’ death.  Before he died, he asked God to appoint a new leader.  Joshua who was one of Moses’ assistants was selected.

NUMBERS 28
The Lord gave very specific instructions regarding offerings on a daily basis for His food and pleasure.  Then He provided offering details for the Sabbath day, the first day of each month, the Passover (14th day of the first month of the Jewish year), and the day of First-fruits (Pentecost.)

NUMBERS 29
The Lord ordered that the Festival of Trumpets would be celebrated each year on the 15th day of September.  There was to be an assembly of the people, no hard work is to be done and offerings to be made.  This period is known as Rosh Hashanah and represents the beginning of the Jewish New Year.
Ten days later another convocation of the people was to be held and no work done.  Sacrifices were to be given.  This day is known as the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur which is the holiest day of the year for Jewish people.

Five days later, still another assembly of the people was to take place with specified offerings.  This is the beginning of a seven-day festival and sacrifices were outlined for each day.  Then on the eighth day another assembly of the people was to take place and no work to be done as this was a day of celebration.

NUMBERS 30
The Lord gave commandments about vows made between a man and his wife and between a father and his daughter who is living at home.  These vows were not to be broken.
NUMBERS 31
The Lord told Moses to take vengeance on the Midianites for leading them into idolatry.  An Israeli army was formed and they killed every Midianite male including all five of their kings.  The women and children were captured along with their cattle and flocks.  All the cities and towns were burned to the ground.

Moses ordered death to all of the boys and women who had sexual intercourse.  All those involved in killings had to remain outside the camp for seven days in order for them and their clothing to be purified. 

The Lord told Moses to divide all of the booty into two parts after the Lord was given His share.  Half was for the men in battle and half for the people of Israel.  Two percent was given to the Levites.

NUMBERS 32
A survey of the Promised Land was taken.  As a result the people were discouraged from going there.  The Lord became very angry and said no one over 20 would ever see the land He promised to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The only exceptions were Caleb and Joshua and the Lord urged the people to follow them to the Promised Land on the west side of the Jordan River.

Moses agreed to the people’s promise to build cities and armies in order to push out the enemy on the other side of the river.  After fulfilling their promise, they crossed the Jordan River into the land of Canaan and defeated the enemy and then returned to their desired location on the east side of the Jordan.  The land of Canaan was now freed for all of the rest of the tribes.

NUMBERS 33
This chapter recaps much of the long and arduous journey from Egypt.  Upon crossing the Jordan River into the land of Canaan, the Lord told Moses that they must drive out the people living there and destroy all of their idols.  Failing to do that, they themselves would perish.  Once there, the land would be divided in proportion to the size of each tribe.
NUMBERS 34
The Lord defined the boundaries of the Promised Land from the Mediterranean Sea to the east side of the Jordan River.  He also told how this part would be divided amongst 12 tribes.
NUMBERS 35
The Lord told Moses to tell the people to give the Levites certain cities and pasture lands for their homes and livestock.  Forty-eight cities in all.

There also would be “Cities of Refuge” for anyone to flee if they had accidentally killed someone.  Murderers would not be allowed as they would die but only if there was more than one witness to their crime.
NUMBERS 36
Some of the heads of the sub-class of Gilead created a petition that stated the Lord said to divide the land by lot amongst the people of Israel.  However, it all became a bit complicated as there were inter-marriages between the tribes.  So Moses asked the Lord what should be done.  The Lord said the people had a proper complaint so then He outlined the rules for how the lands were to be divided.

NUMBERS SUMMARY 

Numbers is about the trials and tribulations that took place during the 40 years the people were wandering in the wilderness under the guidance of Moses.  It also documents the many complaints and rebellions against Moses and God.  The people’s faith waivered dramatically and their wills fully tested.  But finally they reached the Promised Land and settled on both the eastern and western sides of the Jordan River stretching all the way to the Mediterranean Sea.  Numbers does a wonderful job of describing examples for us to believe God and trust Him with our lives.
Numbers was written by Moses approximately 1445-1405 BC.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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DEUTERONOMY 1-2-3
Moses gave a speech summarizing the details of their 40-year trip.
DEUTERONOMY 4

The people were reminded the importance of obeying all of God’s laws and to teach their children.  They were warned not to create or worship false idols.  They were also reminded of their many sins while on their journey to the Promised Land.

They were also told of impending destruction because of their sins.  The people again searched for God and then better days were ahead as God is merciful.  God was the guiding hand that led the people from Egypt while destroying their enemies.  All of this despite their many sins and doubtful beliefs.
DEUTERONOMY 5

Moses continued by basically reviewing in detail the Ten Commandments.
DEUTERONOMY 6

Moses went on by giving the reasons for obedience and to love their Lord with all their heart, soul and might.  There must be constant awareness and all would go well.
DEUTERONOMY 7

When the Lord did deliver the people into the Promised Land, seven nations were destroyed and the land delivered to the Israelites.  The people were told not to mix with any of the foreigners in any way.  All idols, altars and obelisks were to be destroyed.  Because of His love, the Israelis were the chosen ones.
They were told again to obey His commandments and God agreed to fulfill His promises and to make them into a great nation.  They would be blessed with great crops and flocks.  And He said “have no fears.”
DEUTERONOMY 8

If the people wanted to live and multiply, the Lord again told them to obey his commandments and not to forget how He led them through the wilderness for 40 years.  By following Him, they would live a great life.  God’s message was clear.  Do not forget Him.  He is the one who gave them the power.  Lest they forget, destruction would follow.
DEUTERONOMY 9

As the people readied to cross the Jordon River into the Promised Land the Lord reminded them He was paving the way because of the wickedness of the other nations and the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

He also told them they were wicked and stubborn as proven by their actions in the wilderness and at Mount Horeb.  Moses interceded, talked with God and returned from the mountain with the stone tablets containing the Ten Commandments.  Because of the ongoing complaints of the people, Moses was angered and broke the tablets.  Then Moses convinced God to continue His blessings because of His commitments to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
DEUTERONOMY 10

God told Moses to create two more tablets and to build a wooden Ark to hold them.  Then God rewrote the Ten Commandments and after another 40 days and nights, told Moses to return them to the people.  They were told to fear and worship the Lord and Him alone.
DEUTERONOMY 11

As the people had seen mighty miracles, they were told to love the Lord and to obey His commandments.  If they constantly did, the Lord promised a great and protected life.  Failing to obey, the anger of the Lord would dry up the land and all would perish.  The people were given a choice to be blessed or cursed.
DEUTERONOMY 12

Repeated was the command to destroy all foreign altars, obelisks and idols.  Sacrifices, offerings and tithes were to be made in a sanctuary that honors Him.  The people were told to go the way of the Lord and not to eat the blood of meat and to share their sacrifices with the Levites.
DEUTERONOMY 13

Don’t listen to prophets who worship other gods.  Those prophets are to be executed as well as all that do likewise.
DEUTERONOMY 14

The people were told not to abide the laws of other gods and were also given instructions on how to eat animals, fish and birds.  All crops were to be tithed at the prescribed sanctuary so as to place God first in everyone’s life.  Income should be shared with the Levites.
DEUTERONOMY 15

At the end of seven years, all Israeli debts were to be canceled assuming they obeyed all off of the Lord’s commandments.  It was sinful not to lend to the poor.  Slaves were to be freed after six years of service along with gifts to send them on their way.  But they could stay if they wished.
The first-born animal without defect should be not be used for work but to be eaten before the Lord at His sanctuary.  The blood of an animal should not be eaten.

DEUTERONOMY 16

It is told how the Passover is to be celebrated every April with sacrifices to the Lord at the sanctuary.  On the eighth day another festival of sacrifice will held before the Lord.  The Levites were included.
Another festival was to be observed for seven days at the end of the harvest season.  This was to be a time of great thanksgiving to the Lord.

Judges and administrators were appointed for all of the cities as justice had to be served.

DEUTERONOMY 17

People of guilt should not be condemned without a minimum of two witnesses.  Judges decided penalties for the guilty.
If kings are selected they should be the choice of God.  They must abide by the laws from the book kept by the Levite priests.  They should be read daily in accord with the Lord and His commandments.

DEUTERONOMY 18

Priests and Levites are to be supported by sacrifices brought to the Lord’s altar.  Strict laws were given to the people upon their arrival in the Promised Land.  False prophets were to die.
DEUTERONOMY 19
In the new land “cities of refuge” were to be established.  They were there for those committing either accidental or deliberate crimes.  This was so ordered to protect innocent people from punishment.  The guilty would still suffer the consequences.  Again, there must be at least two or three witnesses to a crime.  Those bearing false witness were also judged.
It is here that the “eye for an eye; tooth for tooth” was again recorded.
DEUTERONOMY 20

Prior to facing an army of vast numbers, a priest would tell all not to fear as the Lord God is going to battle with them and provide victory.
Excused from the army were those who just built a house without dedication; planted a new vineyard without tasting the fruit; just got engaged but not yet married; anyone who had fear of the enemy in their hearts.

The army was to offer a truce prior to entering a city.  If accepted, the people would become their servants.  If refused the city was to be besieged.  All foreigners were then to be destroyed.  This law was to prevent idol worship and bad behavior.  However the fruit trees were not to be destroyed as they would be used for food and construction.

DEUTERONOMY 21

Once the land was captured God commanded many rules on how the people should conduct themselves and intermingle with those they captured.
DEUTERONOMY 22
Many more laws were commanded covering beasts, women, birds, homes, crops, plowing and clothing.  Also included was the result of a man marrying a girl who previously had sex and if a man committed adultery or raped a woman.
DEUTERONOMY 23-24-25
The Lord continued giving the Israelites many commandments in terms of how they should conduct themselves every day.  These commandments were given as a reminder that they were once slaves in Egypt and should live their lives and conduct themselves with that in mind.
These laws covered a wide range of activities including those that were good as well as punishment for those that were against the will of God.
DEUTERONOMY 26
Upon arriving in the Promised Land the Lord said that the first sample of the annual harvest must be given to the priest as an acknowledgement that the Lord brought all to the land of milk and honey.  As they priest placed these sacrifices before the altar, thanks for the Lord’s guidance and many miracles would be given.
Then a celebration would take place with family, Levites and migrants living with them.  Every third year a special tithing would be given to the Levites, migrants, orphans and widows so they would be well fed.  The Lord promised to make them greater than any other nations if the people obeyed all His laws and remained holy people to the Lord their God.

DEUTERONOMY 27
Moses issued more instructions upon crossing the Jordan River. The first was to build a special altar on the other side of Mount Ebal (west of the Jordan River and about half-way between the Dead Sea and Sea of Galilee.)  Lime was used as a special coating upon which the laws of God were written.  This was followed by special burnt and peace offerings to God.  Moses and the priests reiterated to the people that they must obey all of the Lord’s laws.  Cursed would those who failed to obey.
DEUTERONOMY 28
If all the commandments were followed, the Lord promised a nation that would:
· Have ample crops and flocks.
· Have ample blessings.
· Be protected from its enemies.

· Become a holy nation dedicated to Him.

If the people failed to obey:

· All would be cursed and destroyed.

· Enemies would conquer them.

· Illness and harm would prevail.

· Sinful things would occur and all will be oppressed.

· Crops and cities would be destroyed.

· Foreigners would rule

· They would once again become slaves.

· Hunger would become normal.

· Plagues and diseases would abound.

· All would live in fear.

DEUTERONOMY 29
On the plains of Moab (west of the Jordan River) Moses restated to all the Israelites the covenant which the Lord made at Mount Horeb.  He reminded them of their many shortfalls and how well off they were despite their trials during 40 years in the wilderness.  He repeated how their enemies had been defeated with the help of their Lord.

Moses told them to abide by their contract that was being made with God.  The Lord wanted confirmation that He was their God.  This contract includes all future generations as promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Not to be forgotten is whence they came and the Lord’s commandments.  This contract could not be broken without heavy penalties as witnessed during their 40-year ordeal.

DEUTERONOMY 30
Moses continued his sermon to the people and told them to obey all of His commandments.  If so done, He would protect them and curse their enemies.  Prosperity will abound.  Turn your heart to love God and follow His paths and keep his laws.  Then a great nation will rise.  But if you turn the other way, you will surely perish.  The choice is yours and after all of these years, the choice remains.


DEUTERONOMY 31
Moses was 120 years old and told the people he was no longer able to lead.  As the Lord instructed, Joshua became their new commander.  Moses told Joshua to be strong and courageous.  The Lord will be with you into the Promised Land.
Moses wrote the laws and delivered them to the priests, the sons of Levi and then carried them to the Ark containing the Ten Commandments.  He also copied the elders of Israel.

The Lord told Moses it was time for him to die.  At the Lord’s command, Moses brought Joshua to the Tabernacle where instructions were given to him.  He forewarned that the people would commence worshiping foreign gods in the Promised Land and would break their contract with God.  His anger would cause terrible trouble and the people will say He left them.
Moses wrote down the song that God provided.  It was a reminder of the reasons for their woes.  Moses taught it to the people and told Joshua to be strong and courageous as they entered the Promised Land.  Moses was very concerned about the people’s defiant actions in the days to come.

DEUTERONOMY 32
Moses recited the song to all of the Israelites.  It was lengthy but beautiful with a strong message:  it told how good the Lord was and how sinful the people were.  It told of the good times and how the people turned and God was forsaken.  Foreign gods were worshipped and penalties received.  As a result, God asked where these other gods were when they were in time of need.

It is worth taking the time to review word for word as it proclaims the way all should live and worship.  It also covered the penalties of sinning.  At the conclusion Moses told all to follow and to pass this song onto their children.
Then the Lord told Moses to go to Mount Nebo (northeast corner of the Dead Sea) across from Jericho.  Climb to the top and look out upon the land of Canaan that He was giving to the people of Israel.  Moses would die and not cross the Jordan River to the Promised Land as he had sinned.
DEUTERONOMY 33
Before his death, Moses gave a blessing to the people followed by blessings and instructions to each of the leaders of the 12 tribes.
DEUTERONOMY 34
Moses climbed to Pisgah Peak on Mount Nebo and viewed the Promised Land.  That is where he died when he was 120.  He was buried there by the Lord Himself.  Moses was mourned for 30 days.

Moses laid his hands on Joshua so the Israelites would obey and follow the commandments the Lord had given to Moses.

“There has never been another prophet like Moses, for the Lord talked to him face to face.  And at God’s command, he performed amazing miracles which have never been equaled.  He did great and terrifying wonders before the Pharaoh and his court in Egypt and before the people in the wilderness.”

DEUTERONOMY SUMMARY 

After wandering the wilderness for 40 years, the Lord prepared the people as they readied to enter the Promised Land thereby fulfilling His promise to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their descendants.

Much of Deuteronomy is a repeat of earlier events and established laws as written in the first four books of the Bible.  Moses gave his final speech that confirmed the historic proceedings that had taken place up to this time.
God clearly made his commandments and promises if the Israelites obeyed His very detailed laws.  If they did, they would become the greatest nation in the world.  Failing to obey would result in devastation and destruction.
It was in Deuteronomy that one of God’s greatest commandments was given:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
It was here that Moses died, was buried by God and Joshua made the new leader.

Key introduction: Joshua
Deuteronomy was written by Moses approximately 1445-1405 BC.

Thus ends the Book of the Torah (1st five books of the Bible.)

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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JOSHUA 1
God told Joshua to lead the people across the river into the Promised Land.  He outlined its’ boundaries and promised not to abandon them in time of need.  Joshua was told to be strong and brave and to obey every law passed on by Moses.  If so, there would be success.  He was told to remind the people of these laws.  Two and one-half of the tribes were to stay on the east side of the Jordan River but their men had to cross to help fight the enemy with the other tribes.
JOSHUA 2

Joshua sent two spies into the new land and they stayed at an inn run by a prostitute named Rahab. The King of Jericho learned of their presence and searched them out but to no avail as she had them hidden in the roof.  She told the officer in charge they had left.
That night she talked with them and how terrified their people were as they had already heard of the Israelites prior victories.  The spies promised to let her and her family live when they came if they were not betrayed.  After three days, they reported back to Joshua.

JOSHUA 3

In preparation for the crossing of the Jordan River, all were told to follow the priests carrying the Ark of God.  And God told them He would be with then just as he was with Moses.
Joshua told the people that God promised to drive out all the people living across the river.  The land would soon be theirs.  One man was selected from each tribe for a special task.  As the priests carrying the Ark touched the water, it was held back for the people to cross.
JOSHUA 4

When all had safely arrived, the Lord told Joshua to tell each of the 12 men to take a rock from the riverbed and pile them up where they first camped as a monument.  This monument was to stand as a permanent reminder of this miracle to the children of Israel.  Joshua built another in the middle of the river.
Their army of 40,000 strong led all to the plains of Jericho.  When the priests left the riverbed, the water flowed again.

JOSHUA 5

Upon hearing the Lord had dried up the Jordan River for the passage of the Israelites, the Canaanites became paralyzed with fear.
The Lord told Joshua to circumcise all Israeli males before taking their place in the Promised Land.  After healing, the Passover was celebrated on the 4th day of the month.  The next day a big celebration was held as all enjoyed the fruits of the new land.  They made unleavened bread.  From then on, no manna was needed as they lived off the crops of Canaan.

Joshua met a man with a drawn sword who said he was Commander-in Chief of the Lord’s army.  Joshua obeyed his commands by removing his sandals as he stood on holy ground.

JOSHUA 6

The gates of Jericho were locked as they were deeply afraid of the Israelis.  But the Lord told Joshua that Jericho’s king and his army were already defeated.  Joshua was told to have his army walk around the city for six days followed by seven priests carrying the Ark and each with a trumpet.  On the seventh day, all should walk around the city seven times while the priests blew their trumpets.  With one long blast the people were to give a mighty shout and then the walls would come tumbling down.
The entire enemy was to die except for the prostitute Rahab and all who resided in her home which was marked with a rope.  No loot was to be taken except for the silver, gold, utensils of bronze and iron which were to be dedicated to the Lord.  Jericho was burned to the ground and a curse was set upon anyone trying to rebuild the city.
JOSHUA 7

The Lord became very angry when some of the Israelis sinned by confiscating loot.
Joshua sent spies to Ai (close to Bethel.)  They reported back to Joshua that there was little resistance there so there was no sense in sending a large contingent.  Approximately 3,000 soldiers were sent into battle and they were soundly defeated.  So Joshua asked God why He sent them to this land.  God replied by saying they had sinned and did not obey his commandments.

God then told Joshua to tell the people to go through purification rites in preparation for the next day.  As each tribe appeared, the Lord pointed out that the tribe of Zerah was guilty and his grandson Achan was singled out.  He was told by Joshua to make his confession.  Men were sent to recover the loot.  The Lord’s anger was nullified after Achan and his cohorts were stoned to death and buried along with all of the loot.
JOSHUA 8

Joshua was told to send the entire army back to Ai with a very special battle plan.  Joshua followed His orders and victory was achieved.  The city was taken.  They were allowed to keep the loot.
Joshua built a stone altar to the Lord at Mr. Ebal (north of Jericho and Bethel) where peace offerings and burnt sacrifices were made to the Lord.  Joshua carved each of the Ten Commandments upon the stones of the altar.
The priests, along with the Ark, blessed all the people and Joshua read to them all of the statements of blessing and curses that Moses had written in the book of God’s laws.

JOSHUA 9

When the six kings of the surrounding area heard about what happened at Jericho, they combined their armies to defend themselves with strength.  But then the people (Hivites) of Gibeon heard about this union, they resorted to trickery by sending ambassadors to Joshua claiming they were from a distant land.  They asked for a peace treaty that would make them slaves to the Israelis.  Joshua and other leaders believed them and signed a treaty without asking the Lord.
Soon it was found out the Hivites were actually close neighbors and the people became very angry with their leaders for making this pact.  Nothing could be done as they had sworn before God the Hivites would not be touched.  Then Joshua asked the Hivite leaders why they had lied.  They responded by saying they did not want their people destroyed and promised to continue as Israeli slaves.  So it was to be.

JOSHUA 10

Five Amorite kings agreed to join forces to destroy Gibeon.  In turn Joshua was asked to aid their new band of slaves.  The Lord told Joshua “don’t be afraid of them.”  So Joshua took his armies to Gibeon where many of the enemy died.  The remainder was chased and ultimately all perished.  More died from a hailstorm than the swords of Israel.
During the battle, five kings escaped and hid in a cave at Makkedah.  Joshua heard about this and ordered a large stone to be placed at the entrance along with guards to be certain of no escape.  Then Joshua ordered his army to continue pursuit of the remaining enemy.  Once victory was at hand, (and by the way, no Israelis were lost) Joshua ordered the stone removed.  He then plunged his sword into each of them and hung them on five trees until evening.  The bodies were then put back in the cave and a great pile of stone placed at the entrance.
The Israeli army completed their victories at six more cities and then returned to their camp at Gilgal (near Jericho.)  Obviously the Lord stood by their side just as He promised.
JOSHUA 11

King Jabin of Hazor (just north of the Sea of Galilee) heard what happened so he convinced many more kings to join forces to stop the invaders.  They mobilized massive numbers of troops, equipment and supplies around the Springs of Merom (just west of Hazor.)  One more time the Lord told Joshua not to fear.  Within 24 hours, the entire enemy would perish.
While traveling back to their camp, more cities and their kings were annihilated.  All of these campaigns took seven years.  Joshua gave all of the conquered land to the Israelis just as the Lord had instructed Moses.  The land was divided amongst the 12 tribes and peace was at hand.

JOSHUA 12

Defined was a list of the kings on the east side of the Jordan River whose cities were destroyed by the Israelis.
JOSHUA 13

Joshua was growing old but the Lord told him that many lands remained to be conquered and each was defined.  Once victory was in hand, the land was divided amongst the 12 tribes.  On the east side of the Jordan River, the land was given to the Reuben, Gad and ½ of the Manasseh tribes. 
The Levites were not assigned any land as they were to be given offerings brought to the Lord.  But they were ultimately given 48 cities within the 112 tribal allotments.  Six of these cities served as “Cities of Refuge” where one could go for justice of accused crimes.

JOSHUA 14-15-16-17
Then the conquered land west of the Jordan River was allocated by the Lord and based on the size of each of the following tribes: Ephraim and ½ of the tribe of Manasseh.
JOSHUA 18-19
Seven tribes had not as yet conquered the land God had given to them.  Joshua asked them what they were waiting for.  He instructed them to scout out the territory so that he could fairly divide it amongst the tribes.  They did as ordered and the land was divided between the seven tribes:  Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali and Dan.
Below is a map showing how the land was apportioned to the twelve tribes:
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JOSHUA 20

As the Lord instructed, Joshua told the people to designate Cities of Refuge for those charged with a crime.  Details were prescribed for the penalties of various sins.  The intent of these cities was to obtain justice for all.
JOSHUA 21

The Lord also told Joshua to give cities to the Levites.  So 48 were assigned to them in various areas of the Promised Land.  The Lord gave them peace just as He had promised.
JOSHUA 22

Joshua told the tribes of Reuben and ½ of the Manasseh tribes they had done as Moses commanded.  He praised and blessed them and told them to go rest in their new land but to continue obeying all the commandments given to them by Moses.
Before leaving, they built a large monument in the shape of an altar.  The rest of the Israelis were very unhappy and sent a delegation to ask why they were sinning against the Lord by constructing this monument.  They received a reply that this not a rebellion against God but done as they loved the Lord. It was built to show their children that they could use this as a symbol to worship the Lord with peace and burnt offerings as well as sacrifices.  From that point on it was known as the Altar of Witness and all the Israelis were happy.
JOSHUA 23

As Joshua grew old, he called for the leaders of Israel to remind them what the Lord had done for them during his lifetime.  He fought for you and gave you this land.  He also told them to follow the instructions written in the book of laws of Moses.  Do not mix with foreigners or abide their gods.  If they failed and began to inter-marry, the Lord would no longer provide protection as He would become most angry.
JOSHUA 24

Joshua summoned all of the people of Israel to meet him at Shechem (northwest of the Dead Sea - about one-half way to the Sea of Galilee.)  He reminded them of their history going back to their plight in Egypt to where they were now and how God had given them so much.  He told them to continue to revere, worship and serve Him in sincerity and truth. Worship only Him and not false idols.  The people replied that they would never forsake their Lord.  Joshua made a covenant with all committing them to a permanent and binding contract between themselves and God.  Joshua recorded their reply and placed a huge stone beneath a large oak tree that was beside the Tabernacle.  Joshua then died at the age of 101.
JOSHUA SUMMARY

Led by Joshua, the Israelis invaded the Promised Land and settled there as promised by God to Abraham.  Two and one-half tribes settled on the east side of the Jordan River and the remaining 9½ occupied the west side of the river.  The Levites were given 48 cities.
There were inklings of disobedience to God and a forerunner of what was to come.

God played the lead role in this conquest including the tumbling down of the walls of Jericho.  At age 101, Joshua died but just before he did, he made a covenant with all the Israelis to revere, worship and serve the Lord and none other.
Joshua was written by Joshua approximately 1405-1385 BC.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.

[image: image11.png]



JUDGES 1

After the death of Joshua, this chapter describes how multiple tribes attempted to conquer their enemies.  Some joined forces.  Others fought alone.  All this happened with the blessings of God.
All were not completely victorious.  For example, the tribe of Benjamin failed to exterminate the Jebusites living in Jerusalem.

JUDGES 2

One day the Angel of the Lord arrived at Bochim (west of the Jordan River) and told the Israelis “I brought you out of Egypt into this land as promised to your ancestors.  I would never break my covenant with you if you do your part including making no peace treaties with the people living in this land.  I told you to destroy the heathen altars.  But you have broken the covenant so it is no longer in effect and I will not destroy the nations living in your land.  They will become thorns and you will become tempted with their gods.”
The people were faithful to God while Joshua was alive but succeeding generations failed and abandoned God.  He blocked their path as they battled their enemies.  The Lord appointed judges to save them but the people would not listen.  God was no longer on their side.
JUDGES 3

There were five areas in the Promised Land that the Israelis had not conquered.  God wanted to test the youth to see if they would be faithful and obedient to the Lord.  The young inter-married and began worshipping foreign idols.  Needless to say, God was very upset and He stayed out of the way as the king of Syria invaded.  The cries of the Israelis resulted in the Lord giving them Othni-el to save them which he did as he led them to victory.  For 40 years there was peace.  But when Othni-el died, the Israelis returned to their sinful ways.
King Moab along with other armies then conquered part of Israel including Jericho.  For 18 years crushing taxes had to be paid to King Eglon.  New cries to the Lord were heard as He then sent Ehud to help them.  After Ehud delivered the taxes to King Eglon, he said he had a private message for him.  The king sent all away and then Ehud killed him and escaped.

Ehud arrived in Ephraim (east of Bethel and north of the Dead Sea) where he assembled an army that successfully defeated the Moab’s.  The next judge was Shamgar who also helped save Israel from disaster.
JUDGES 4

The Israelis sinned again after Ehud’s death.  Once again they were defeated and lived miserably for 20 years.  The next judge was Deborah who the people called upon to save them.  With the Lord’s help, she enlisted Barak, an Israeli general, to mobilize her army and they were victorious.
JUDGES 5

Deborah and Barak sang a song that recounted the events that took place and then celebrated peace for 40 years.
JUDGES 6

Once again the people began to worship other gods and for seven years, the Midianites made their lives miserable.  They lost their crops and herds.  Gideon became the next judge after the Lord heard their pleas for help.  Although Gideon questioned his ability to lead, an Angel of the Lord said He would be with him.
Gideon asked for a miracle to prove the Lord was going to be by his side.  But first he prepared a present of meat and bread and gave it to the Angel beneath an oak tree. The Angel told Gideon to put the gift on a rock close by.  The Angel touched the presents with his staff and fire consumed them and the Angel was gone!

So Gideon was convinced and built an Altar of Peace.  The Lord told Gideon to destroy the altar at Baal and to replace it with an altar to God along with a sacrifice.  The armies of Midian, Amalek and others united to face the Israelis.  Gideon asked for and received two more miracles and then Gideon was convinced that he could lead.
JUDGES 7

The Lord told Gideon to keep reducing the size of his army so all would know that victory was owed to the power of God.  With a good battle plan, only 300 Israelis won the day!
JUDGES 8

Many tribal leaders were upset with Gideon as he had not asked them to participate in his victorious campaign. He responded by saying there was no need.  The leaders refused Gideon’s pleas for food and told him he had failed to capture the fleeing enemy.  Ultimately he did.
After much back and forth, the men of Israel asked Gideon to be their king.  He rejected this request but asked for all of the gold earrings that had been captured.  Gideon took them and made an ephod and placed it in his home town of Oproh (near Bethel.)  This was an evil deed as all the Israelites began to worship it.

Upon Gideon’s death, the Israelis began to worship the idols of Baal and Baal-berith and left God aside.

JUDGES 9

This chapter is somewhat complex involving many.  This will be an effort to simplify.
Gideon’s son Abimelech was one of 70!  Abimelech plotted to kill all of his brothers.  He succeeded except for Jotham.  Under a special oak tree, the citizens proclaimed Abimelech King of Israel.

Jotham told the people, if they wanted God’s blessings, the “trees” would make that decision.  Four failed to help.  After multiple battles, three years later justice came to Abimelech and those who helped kill his brothers.

JUDGES 10

Tola was the next judge who ruled for 23 years.  He was succeeded by Jair who ruled for 22 years.  The people turned their backs on the Lord once more as they worshipped heathen gods.  So God was angry and stood aside as the Philistines and Ammonites began tormenting them for the next 18 years.
Again the Israelis pleaded for help from the Lord who said that He had continually saved them but they perpetually went astray. He told them He would not help this time.  Then the people destroyed their foreign gods, worshipped only to God and again pleaded for His help as they were about to be attacked.

JUDGES 11

Out of desperation Jephthah, who had a questionable background, was made commander of the army and King of Gilead.  Then he sent a message to the king of Ammon asking why he was going to attack them.  The reply said that it was their land and to return it peacefully.  But Jephthah explained that the land was given to them by the Lord.  He as also asked why this became an issue after 300 years!  Then the spirit of the Lord led Jephthah and his army to victory.
Upon his return from battle, Jephthah had earlier vowed to sacrifice whoever first came out of his house.  He expected an animal or a slave.  But no, his daughter and only child was the first to greet him.  She asked to go to the hills for two months and pledged never to marry.  So she did.
JUDGES 12

The tribe of Ephraim was upset as they had not been asked to join Jephthah in battle.  They became enemies and ultimately Jephthah and his warriors won out.  He ruled for six years and at his death was replaced by Ibzan who led for seven years.  He was followed by Elon and after his death 10 years later, Abdon took over for eight years.
JUDGES 13

The Israelis again commenced their sinful ways.  The Lord let them suffer at the hands of the Philistines for the next 40 years.
The Angel of the Lord told the wife of Manoah, from the tribe of Dan, that she was going to give birth to a son.  This son was going to begin the rescue of Israel from the Philistines.  The Angel of the Lord gave both her and her husband very specific instructions.  The son’s name became Samson and he was blessed by the Lord.
JUDGES 14

When Samson grew up he told his parents he wanted to marry a Philistine.  They objected in that she was not Jewish.  Samson insisted and their parents did not realize that God was behind this request as He was setting a trap for the Philistines.
En route to see the girl, Samson was attacked by a lion but the Spirit of the Lord gave him the strength to break its jaws apart.  Samson’s parents were not aware of this scuffle.

Final wedding arrangements were made but when they returned, Samson looked at the carcass of the lion and found a swarm of bees along with honey.  He ate some of it and gave some to his parents.  Note the sin as he touched a dead animal!

Samson threw a party for 30 young men.  As was custom, he told them a riddle and said he would give a gift to them if they could solve it within seven days.  The riddle was “food came out of the eater and sweetness from the strong.”

After not solving for four days, they told Samson’s new wife to get the answer or they would burn down her father’s house with both of them inside.  Samson refused to give her or the 30 men the answer until the seventh day.

Then Samson went to Ashkelon (near the Mediterranean Sea), killed 30 men, took their clothing and gave it to the 30 in the reception.  But he was furious about it and returned home with his parents.  His wife was then married to the best man at his wedding!

JUDGES 15

During the wheat harvest season Samson took a goat as a gift to his wife with intentions of sleeping with her.  But her father would not let him in as he thought Samson hated her.  So the father had married her to Samson’s best man.  Then he told Samson to marry her sister.
Samson was furious and caused immense destruction in the Philistine fields.  When they found out, the Philistines burned alive the girl and her father.  Samson vowed vengeance and killed many of them.  He then went to live in a cave in the rock of Etam (near Bethlehem) in the land of Judah.  The Philistines then sent a large posse to find him.  The men of Judah tied Samson in ropes and gave him to the Philistines.  But the Lord gave Samson strength and the ropes snapped like thread.  He then picked up a donkey’s jawbone and killed 1,000 Philistines!  Samson remained the judge of Israel for the next 20 years but the Philistines still controlled the land.
JUDGES 16

Samson spent one night in Gaza (near the Mediterranean Sea) with a prostitute.  Word got out so the police tried to capture him when he left.  But Samson lifted the city gates and carried them to the top of a mountain.

Later he fell in love with Delilah.  She was offered a large sum of money to find out what made Samson so strong. Samson gave her many reasons but they were not true.  After much nagging, Samson told Delilah the truth that it was his hair that made him so strong.  One night, the Philistines brought a barber to cut it off and they captured him.  
Sure enough his strength was gone and he was taken to Gaza after his eyes had been gouged out.  He was placed in prison bound by bronze chains.  The Philistines drunkenly celebrated his capture and took him to the center of their temple where he stood between two pillars supporting the roof.  The temple was full.  Samson prayed to the Lord to give him strength to push against the pillars and destroy the temple with all inside.  Everyone including Samson died.

JUDGES 17

Micah lived in Ephraim and one day told his mother he had stolen a lot of money from her.  She blessed him for confessing as the bounty was returned.  She planned to give it to the Lord after having an idol carved and plated with silver.
Later a priest from Bethlehem arrived looking for a place to live.  Micah enticed the priest to live with him.  He agreed so Micah now had a personal priest and felt the Lord would bless him.

JUDGES 18

With no king of Israel the tribe of Dan tried to find a place to settle as they had not yet cleared the foreigners.  They sent five spies to where they were supposed to settle.  They stayed at Micah’s home and noticed the Levite priest and asked him if their trip would be successful. They were told that the Lord would be on their side.  They went to Laish (north of the Sea of Galilee) and found it to be most peaceful with a very easy life.  The spies returned to report how easy it would be to take this land.
So their army set out and, as they passed Micah’s home, the spies said there was a shrine with many idols and an ephod.  They were all taken along with the priest.  Then they burned Laish to the ground and the tribe of Dan rebuilt the city and lived there along with all of Micah’s idols.

JUDGES 19

A Levite brought home a girl to be his mistress.  She became angry and returned to her father’s home in Bethlehem.  Then her husband showed up and tried to get her back.  Her father invited him to stay and a pleasant time was had by all.  Late on the fifth day the daughter and her husband left and stopped in Gibe-ah located in the land of Benjamin.  Unable to find lodging they camped in the village square.  An old man came by and invited them to stay at his house.
Suddenly a gang attempted to rape the visiting man.  Then the girl’s husband pushed her out the door where she was repeatedly raped all night.  At dawn she lay dead at the doorstep.  Her husband took her home and cut her body into 12 parts and sent one piece to each of the tribes of Israel.
JUDGES 20

The entire Israeli nation and the leaders were angered.  They sent troops to Gibe-ah to get an explanation of what happened.  They vowed not to leave until the village gave up the guilty men.  Then much of Judah’s army was destroyed in the ensuing battle.  Then they asked the Lord if they should continue.  The Lord said yes.  They were defeated again.  The entire army went to Bethel    and, while praying and sacrificing, again asked the Lord if they should continue.  The Lord said they would defeat the men of Benjamin.
A deceptive trap was laid and victory was achieved.  All of the people of Benjamin were then killed and all of their cities burned down.
JUDGES 21

The leaders of Israel met at Mizpah (just south of Bethel) and vowed to never let their daughters marry anyone from the tribe of Benjamin.  They cried out to God that one of their tribes was missing.  They remembered their vow to kill anyone that did not meet at Mizpah.  So they sent an army to destroy the people of Jabesh-gilead (just south of Bethlehem but on the west side of the Jordan River.)  The only ones saved were young virgins of marriageable age.
The Israelis then sent a peace delegation to the small remnants of the Benjamin tribe.  Included were girls to be given as wives but there not enough for all.  The men without girls were told to hide in the vineyards of Shiloh.  When the girls came out to dance, they were to take them as their wives.

The Israelis returned home and rebuilt their cities.  There was no king so everyone did what they thought was right.
JUDGES SUMMARY
The Israelis continued to sin and at various times pled to God to help.  They get positive responses and all is well for a while.  But then the cycle repeats itself again and again.  This was not a good era in Israeli history.
Judges’ author is unknown and was written approximately 1043 BC.

Key introductions:  Judges (12), Samson, Delilah, Micah
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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RUTH 1

A man named Elimelech and his wife Naomi left Bethlehem because of a famine and moved to the land of Moab.  They took their two sons with them.  Naomi was left with two sons when he died.  The boys married Orpah and Ruth.  Naomi decided to return to Israel with both of her daughters-in-law.  During the journey Naomi told the girls to return to their homes.  After much discussion, Orpah went back and Ruth stayed with Naomi and traveled to Bethlehem.
RUTH 2

Boaz was a wealthy in-law of Naomi.  He met Ruth in one of the fields and befriended her because of the kindness shown to Naomi.  He asked God to bless her.
Boaz told his reapers to drop extra heads of barley for Ruth to collect and take home.  Naomi asked where she got so much and Ruth told her the story.  Naomi instructed Ruth to continue in that field for the rest of the harvest season.

RUTH 3

Naomi was thinking of Boaz as a husband for Ruth so she told Ruth to bathe, put on some perfume and nice clothes. Then after Boaz went to sleep, lift the cover off his feet and lie there.  He will tell you what to do concerning marriage.
Upon awakening at midnight, Boaz asked who it was.  Ruth was the reply and asked him to be her husband.  Boaz felt a younger man would be more suitable.  He promised to seek out someone he had in mind and sent Ruth home with much barley as a present for Naomi and to tell her what happened.

RUTH 4

Boaz found a relative he had thought about and talked with him about a possible union with Ruth after buying Naomi’s property.  Ten of the chiefs of the village served as witnesses.  Boaz explained that Naomi was selling her brother’s property.  If the relative bought it, he would have to marry Ruth and also take care of Naomi.  He refused and made it official by giving Boaz his sandal.
Boaz bought the property and married Ruth.  The Lord gave them a son named Obed who became the grandfather of David!  Naomi took care of the baby so she was a mother once more.
RUTH SUMMARY
Many events that took place resulted from Ruth’s kindness and unselfishness.  A very moving story.  It finished with the marriage of Boaz and Ruth who had a baby who ultimately turned out to be the grandfather of David - a direct link in the lineage of Jesus!
Judges’ author is unknown and was written approximately 1030-1010 BC.

Key introductions:  Ruth, Boaz
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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1 SAMUEL 1

Within the tribe of Ephraim, there was a man named Elkanah.  He had two wives.  Peninnah had children but Hannah did not.  Hannah was taunted by Peninnah as she was childless.  Hannah went to the Tabernacle in Shiloh and began to cry bitterly as she prayed to the Lord.  She made a vow that if she could have a child, she would give him to the Lord and his hair would never be cut.  As she was praying, she was accused by the priest Eli of being drunk as she was “mouthing” her prayers without sound.  When she explained her sorrow Eli asked the Lord to grant her wish.
Upon returning home she had a son named Samuel.  On a subsequent visit to the Tabernacle she reminded Eli of the prayer for there so left Samuel there as a gift to God.
1 SAMUEL 2

Hannah prayed and gave thanks to the Lord for this wonderful miracle.  Samuel stayed with Eli to serve the Lord.  But the sons of Eli were most evil and sinned mightily.  Eli prayed for more children for Hannah.  She had three more sons and two daughters.
As Samuel grew up he became everyone’s favorite in addition to the Lord.  But he was most unhappy with Eli as he had been honoring his evil sons so much.  The Lord promised Eli and his sons would then live in sadness and grief with an early end to their lives.  Further he would appoint a faithful priest and bless his descendants.
1 SAMUEL 3

After three calls from the Lord one night, Samuel finally realized they were for him and not Elli.  The Lord told him of his plans to punish Eli and his family.  As time passed the people listened carefully to the advice of Samuel as they all realized he was to become a prophet of the Lord.
1 SAMUEL 4

Israel was at war and lost a battle with the Philistines.  They asked the Lord why he let that happen.  The Israelis had the Ark with them for a second battle but they were still defeated.  Worse, the Ark was captured and, as the Lord said, two of Eli’s sons were killed.  Eli, then 98 and blind, was told what happened.  He fell, broke his neck and died.  Eli had judged Israel for 40 years.
Eli’s daughter-in-law had a boy who was named Ichabod which, when translated, meant that Israel’s glory was gone as a result of the Ark being captured.  The Israelis became leaderless.

1 SAMUEL 5

The Philistines took the Ark to the temple of their god Dagon.  During the night, their idol fell to the ground.  It was up righted but fell again the next night and it was found the following day with no head or hands.
Then the people of Ashod (north of Gaza and near the Mediterranean Sea) were destroyed by a plague of boils and said they had to get rid of the Ark.  So it was moved to Gath (just west of Ashod) and anther plague took place.  The Ark was sent to Ekron (close to Ashod) but en route the people said it must be returned to the Israelis.
1 SAMUEL 6

After seven months the decision was made to return the Ark and ugly gold idols.  They hitched two cows to a cart bearing the Ark of God and the gold gifts.  The cows were turned loose to find their own way.  If the cows crossed the border in Beth-shemesh, they would know it was God who caused all of the evil.  That is where the cows went.  The Israelis went wild with joy.
The cows were sacrificed and the Ark placed on a large stone.  Some of the people looked inside of the Ark and were struck dead.  The Ark was then moved to Kiriath-Jearim (northwest of Jerusalem) where it stayed for 20 years until David took it to Jerusalem.
1 SAMUEL 7

The Ark was placed in the home of Abinadab who put his son Eleazar in charge.  The Israelis were still struggling.  Samuel told them to rid themselves of foreign gods and idols and to obey the Lord.
All met at Mizpah (just south of Bethel) where Samuel prayed for them.  It was there that he became Israel’s judge.  The Philistines mobilized their army for an attack.  Samuel offered a lamb to the Lord who helped them defeat the enemy.  Samuel was to remain their judge for the rest of his life.  His home was at Ramah (close to Mizpah) where he built an Altar.
1 SAMUEL 8

As Samuel aged he retired and appointed his sons as judges.  But his offspring were greedy, accepted bribes and were very corrupt.  The people pleaded with Samuel to give them a king.  Some asked the Lord what to do.  The reply was “do as they say but warn them what it will be like.”
Samuel told the people of bad times ahead.  Some will have to go to battle.  Others would have to serve as slaves in the fields and other shores.  A tenth of their harvest and flocks was to be taken. But the people did not heed his warning as they still wanted a king.  The Lord told Samuel to let them have their way.

1 SAMUEL 9

Kish was a rich and influential man.  One day his donkeys strayed so he sent his son Saul to find them.  They traveled all over but no luck.  Saul told his servant to return.  But the servant suggested seeking out a prophet who was already where they were.  He felt he could tell them where the donkeys were.  As they arrived in the city Saul came out and the Lord had told Samuel that he would send a man from Benjamin and Samuel was to anoint him as the leader of the people.  He would save all from the Philistines.
Upon sighting Saul, Samuel was told by the Lord that he was the one to rule His people.  Samuel told Saul he was the prophet and to not worry about the donkeys.  And then he appointed Saul as the new leader of Israel.
1 SAMUEL 10

Samuel anointed Saul as he told him the Lord has appointed him king.  He told Saul about many things including the donkeys, his father and who he would see on the way.  He told Saul that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon him and he would feel differently.  Samuel also told Saul to wait for him for seven days at Gilgal (close to Jericho.)  Samuel would bring both burnt and peace offerings and further instructions.  
Samuel called for an assembly of all Israel at Mizpah. He reminded them that they wanted a king against his wishes and Saul was selected.  The people were happy as Samuel explained the king’s duties and rights which were written in a book and put in a special place before the Lord.

1 SAMUEL 11

Nabesh led the army of Ammonites against the city of Jabesh-gilead. But the citizens asked for peace and offered to be their servants and all agreed.  But, for seven days, the elders of Nabesh asked for their final decision as they hoped to get help.
Saul was plowing his field when he hears of their plight.  The Spirit of God came upon him as he cut his two oxen into pieces and sent messages to carry them throughout Israel along with a threat to do the same to those that refused to follow him in battle.  As a result he had an army of 330,000!

Then Saul sent messages to tell the people of Jabesh they would be rescued the next day.  The men of Jabesh told the Ammonites they would surrender.  But the next day, Saul and his army arrived and slaughtered the enemy.

Samuel took the people to Gilgal for a solemn ceremony whereby Saul was crowned their king.  All were very happy.
1 SAMUEL 12

Samuel addressed the people again and reminded them that he never did anything wrong against them.  He also reminded them that that the Lord has appointed Moses and Aaron and all the good things that happened to the Israelis as a result.  But he also reminded them of their many sins like worshipping false idols and lack of faith.  The people asked for a king despite the fact that the Lord their God was already King.  Although the Lord gave them Saul as their king, He also warned them not to rebel against the commandments of refuse to listen to Him.
Samuel showed how the Lord performed miracles and the people became frightened of the Lord and Samuel.  Samuel told the people that they had sinned by asking for a king but to make sure they worshipped only the Lord with enthusiasm and not to follow other gods.  Samuel continued to pray for them and to teach the difference between right and wrong. He told them to trust and worship the Lord but if they continued to sin, they and their king would be destroyed.

1 SAMUEL 13

Saul assembled an army and took command of part of them and the rest remained with his son Jonathan.  Saul was victorious in one skirmish.  The army was then united as one to face an enormous contingent of Philistines.  When the Israelis saw the overwhelming foe, they ran and hid although a small contingent stayed with Saul.  Earlier Samuel told Saul to wait seven days for his arrival but he did not show up on time.
Saul’s troops were slipping away so he decided to sacrifice the burnt and peace offerings himself.  As he was finishing, Samuel arrived and asked what he had done.  After explaining, Samuel told Saul he had disobeyed God’s commandment.  Thus the dynasty of Saul was to come to an end.
1 SAMUEL 14

Without telling his father, Jonathan and his bodyguard went to the Philistine garrison while Saul and his men remained behind.  As they were about to battle, Jonathan told his bodyguard that the Lord would help defeat them.  He did and the Philistines panicked and ran in all directions.
Saul and his men noted what was happening but also realized that Jonathan was missing.  Saul’s army continued the battle and then placed a curse upon anyone eating before evening.  Jonathan had not heard this and had some honeycomb. That evening the butchered the Philistine flocks and ate the bloody meat.  Saul was outraged and said they had sinned.

Later Saul asked God if they should continue after the enemy but he got no reply.  So he knew something was wrong and said that the sinners, including his son, must die.  Then God said both Saul and Jonathan were guilty while the people were innocent.  Then Saul asked God whether he or Jonathan were guilty.  Jonathan was chosen and then admitted eating the honey thus he was to die.  But the people saved him as he had led the initial victory.  Saul then sent his armies throughout the land and they fought for the rest of his life.
1 SAMUEL 15

Samuel told Saul he had been crowned king as God told him to do so.  He also told him to obey Him.  He was told to destroy the Amaleks as they had refused passage to the Israelis for their trip through the Amalek land.  Saul destroyed all but the best of the herds which defied the Lord.  Samuel confronted Saul and told him that he would no longer be king as he had sinned.  Saul begged for forgiveness which he did not receive.  As Samuel was leaving Saul accidentally tore Samuel’s robe and Samuel said the Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from  him.  They never saw each other again.
1 SAMUEL 16

The Lord directed Samuel to see Jesse in Bethlehem as one of his sons was to be the new king.  The Lord chose David who was also a harpist.
In the meantime, Saul was still very depressed and his aides suggested a good harpist would calm him down.  As a result, David became his bodyguard.

1 SAMUEL 17

The Philistines mustered their army for a big attack.  One of them was Goliath; a giant of a man measuring over nine feet tall!  He shouted at the Israelis “do you need an entire army to settle this?  I will represent the Philistines and you select anyone you want.  If your man kills me, then we will all be your slaves.  But if I should kill him, then you must be our slaves.”
Saul and the Israeli army wee frightened.  About this time David showed up with gifts from his father.  He looked for his brothers preparing for battle.  He also noted Goliath and despite the pleas from all, David was granted permission to face Goliath.  He refused armor, picked up five stones and with his sling, and headed toward Goliath.
Goliath gloated at his tiny enemy but David told him that he was there in the name of the Lord.  As the giant approached, David took out one stone and hurled it from his sling.  It hit the Philistine in the forehead.  Goliath fell dead!
1 SAMUEL 18

David met Saul’s son Jonathan and they immediately bonded and swore to be blood brothers.  Saul made David the commander of his troops and all were happy.  But their joy caused Saul to become jealous.  David’s rank was reduced to captain but that did not stop him from being in the public eye.
Saul promised David he could marry Saul’s youngest daughter Michal if he could kill 100 Philistines thinking David would not survive the attempt.  David presented him with 200 heads!  Now Saul saw how much the Lord was with David and became even more afraid.

1 SAMUEL 19

Saul urged his aides and son Jonathan to kill David.  Because of their loyalty to one another, Jonathan advised David to find a hiding place.  The next morning Jonathan pleaded with his father reminding him how good David had been.  Finally Saul relented and said he would not be killed.  David was told of the decision.
All was well for a while and David continued leading the Israelis to many victories.  But one day as he was playing the harp for Saul, Saul turned on him and hurled a spear to kill him.  David moved out of the way and fled.  Michal warned him as Saul sent troops out to find him.  She placed and idol in his bed and covered it with blankets with its head on a pillow of goat’s hair.  She told the soldiers he was sick and then they discovered the buffoonery when they tried to take bed and all to Saul.
David went to Ramah to see Samuel and shared the horrific experience.  Samuel took him to Naioth (near Mizpah and just south of Bethel) to live.  Saul found out and sent soldiers.  They saw Samuel and other prophets prophesying so they did the same.  Saul sent more troops and the same thing happened.  Saul went himself and the spirit of God came upon him and he also began to prophecy.
1 SAMUEL 20
Saul still intended to kill David.  However David was befriended by Jonathan who could not believe his father would do such a thing.  So they set up a plan to test Saul and sure enough, it was confirmed.  When Saul learned that Jonathon had approved of David’s trip to Bethlehem he became outraged and tried to kill his son.  He failed but then Jonathon knew for sure that his father intended to do away with David.  David and Jonathon met and then parted as they entrusted each other and their children into God’s hands for ever.
1 SAMUEL 21

David traveled to Nob (north of Bethlehem) to see Ahimelech the priest.  He told him he was on a special mission for the king and asked for food for himself and his men plus a spear or a sword.  David was given Goliath’s sword.
1 SAMUEL 22

David escaped to a cave along with his brothers and other relatives.  Others joined.  David asked the king of Moab for permission for his mother and father to live there under the king’s protection until he knew what God had planned for him.
One day a prophet told David to leave his cave and return to the land of Judah.  Saul soon learned of his arrival and accused the priest of conspiring against him by helping David.  Saul ordered all of them to be killed but the soldiers refused to obey.  Saul ordered Doeg the Edomite to fulfill the order and all of the priests and their families except one were slain.  Abiathar, one of Ahimelech’s sons, escaped and told David what happened.
1 SAMUEL 23

David learned that the Philistines were plundering Keilah (southwest of Bethlehem and west of the Dead Sea) so he asked the Lord if he should attack them.  Although the Lord said yes, the men were afraid.  So he asked the Lord again.  With a positive response they attacked the Philistines and won!
But then Saul learned where they were and thought they were trapped and sent his entire army.  The Lord told David he would be betrayed so he and his men escaped to the wilderness where they were able to stay hidden.

Jonathan found David and told him to not be afraid and to keep his faith in God.  He said Saul would never find him and that he would be the next king of Israel.  They renewed their pact and parted ways.
The men of Ziph (near Keilah) betrayed David to Saul.  Upon learning this news, David and his men went deeper into the wilderness.  Saul followed and closed in but then learned the Philistines were raiding Israel again.  He returned to fight them instead.

1 SAMUEL 24

Once again Saul decided to look for David.  When David surprisingly ambushed Saul, he cut off part of Saul’s robe and felt guilty of doing that to a King of Israel.  So he let him go.  But first he asked Saul why he believed the people that were saying he was trying to do harm.  Finally Saul was convinced and told David that he was a better man than himself as he had repaid the evil with good.  Saul asked the Lord to reward David for his kindness and said David was surely to be the King of Israel.
1 SAMUEL 25

Samuel died.
There was a wealthy man named Nabal who owned a sheep ranch.  He was also uncouth, churlish, stubborn and ill-mannered.  David sent men with his blessings to this man and asked for a small gift of food.  Nabal turned them down.  David collected his men for an attack.

Meanwhile Nabal’s wife Abigail was told what was about to happen.  She prepared much food with wine and intercepted David’s group with these gifts.  She begged his forgiveness and said he would not want to feel any guilt when he became King of Israel.  David blessed her and thanked God for her good sense.  She returned home without fear only to find Nabal very drunk at a big party.  The next day Abigail told him what she had done and he had a stroke.  Ten days later he died.

Upon hearing this news, David asked Abigail to become his wife.  She agreed.  Meanwhile Saul had forced David’s wife Micah to marry a man named Palti.

1 SAMUEL 26

One more time Saul assembled his men to find David.  David quietly slipped into their camp where Saul and General Abner were sleeping and removed Saul’s spear and a jug of water.  (He could have easily killed then but could not cause harm to God’s chosen king.)  While at a safe distance David shouted a taunt at General Abner for not properly guarding Saul and asked where the spear and jug of water was.
Saul heard this and David asked why he was being chased out of his own land.  Saul confessed his sin and asked him to come home.  David returned the spear and Saul granted him blessings.  They went their separate ways.  

1 SAMUEL 27

David was still concerned that Saul would continue to try to kill him.  So he and his wives went to Gath (west of the Sea of Galilee) under the protection of King Achish.  Saul gave up the hunt.  King Achish gave David the territory of Ziklag (west of the Dead Sea and north of Beer-Sheba) as a place to settle amongst the Philistines.  They spent the next 16 months raiding the Geshurites, Girzites and the Amalekites.

1 SAMUEL 28

The Philistines plotted another war with Israel and King Achisch asked for David’s help and he agreed.  As a large battle neared, David asked the Lord what he should do but got no answer.  At the same time Saul went to a woman who consulted with the spirits of the dead and asked her to bring Samuel back for advice.  He came back and told David that he had disobeyed the Lord and, as a result, the Israelis would be routed but David would become king.
1 SAMUEL 29

As the Philistines began to attack their leaders became very angry that David and his men were included in the campaign and demanded they be excluded due to a lack of trust.  King Achisch asked them to leave thus saving David from fighting his own people.

1 SAMUEL 30

David and his men arrived in Ziklag which they found in ruins.  David’s two wives had been captured.  So he asked the Lord what to do and was told to give chase and recover all that was taken.

En route to find the Amalekites, they came upon an Egyptian who was a servant of the enemy.  He guided David and his men to where the enemy was located, defeated them, recovered all of the bounty and their families including David’s two wives.  Upon return to Ziklag he sent part of the loot to the elders in 12 cities so as to share and share alike.
1 SAMUEL 31

The Philistines continued their battle with Israel.  They killed Saul’s sons including Jonathan.  Then Saul was badly wounded and fell upon his own sword to avoid capture.  His headless body, along with his sons, was fastened to the wall of Beth-shan.  An Israeli group heard and removed the bodies and took them to Jabesh (northwest of Jerusalem) where they were cremated. They buried the remains beneath an oak tree and fasted for seven days.
1 SAMUEL SUMMARY
This book features one of the Bible’s major events as David slew the giant Philistine Goliath with a simple sling shot.  Saul became king of Israel but he sinned in many ways including continually trying to kill David.  But David became very close with Jonathan who was Saul’s son and aided David.  Israel is now ruled by kings rather than judges and faced continual battles with their enemies.  At one point David and his men somewhat sided and lived with the Philistines.
I Samuel’s author is unknown and was written approximately 630–540 BC.
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God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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2 SAMUEL 1

A member of Israeli’s army found David and reported the sad news.  He gave him Saul’s cross and one of his bracelets.  David composed a funeral song and commanded that it be sung throughout Israel.  All in praise of Saul.
2 SAMUEL 2

The Lord commanded David, his wives, men and their families to go to Hebron (just south of Bethlehem and west of the Dead Sea.)  The leaders crowned David king of Judah!
But Abner, Saul’s commander-in-chief, appointed another of Saul’s sons king in a different territory.  One day General Abner led some of his troops to Gibeon (west of Jericho) and met General Joab with David’s troops.  They suggested sword play between the two sides.  Twelve men were chosen from each side to fight in mortal combat.  All died but this caused the rest of both armies into combat.  Joab and David’s forces won the day.
2 SAMUEL 3

The beginning of a long war commenced between Saul’s followers and David.  Saul’s forces became weaker and weaker.
David had seven sons while in Hebron. General Abner became very powerful among Saul’s people. Abner offered to surrender the kingdom of Israel in exchange for becoming commander-in-chief of the combined armies.  Part of the agreement included the return of David’s wife Michal.  Later Joab became outraged when he learned that Abner had visited David.  He told David they were spying on them and secretly sent a messenger who asked Abner to return.  When he did Joab killed him.  David declared his innocence and established a day of mourning for Abner.

2 SAMUEL 4

The command of Israel’s troops fell to Baanah and Rechab.  These brothers murdered King Ish-boseth in his own bed and cut off his head.  It was presented to David as revenge upon Saul and his family.  David became livid and ordered his men to kill the brothers.
2 SAMUEL 5

Representatives of all the tribes of Israel met David at Hebron and pledged their loyalty.  David became King of Israel, as well as Judah where he had already reigned for seven years.  David and his men led his troops to Jerusalem to fight the Jebusites.  They won and captured the city of Zion (a part of Jerusalem) which is now called the City of David.  As David became stronger he married additional wives and had eleven more children.  He also built a fortress.

When the Philistines learned that David had been crowned king they tried to capture him.  David asked the Lord if he should fight them.  And so he did and won the day.  But the Philistines returned again and David asked the Lord what to do.  The reply was a victory plan which David and his army achieved.

2 SAMUEL 6

David sent 30,000 men to Baal-judah (northwest of Bethlehem) to bring home the Ark of the Lord.  Upon arrival at the threshing of Nacon, the oxen pulling the cart with the Ark stumbled but Uzzah steadied the cart.  The Lord was angered and Uzzah died on the spot.  David became angry but asked the Lord how he could take the Ark home.  So he took it to the home of Obed-edom who was blessed by God.  After three months David took the Ark to the City of David.
Upon arrival David wore priest’s clothing and danced with joy.  Michal, his wife and Saul’s daughter, became very upset with the way David acted.  He replied to her by saying “I am willing to act like a fool in order to show my joy to the world.”

2 SAMUEL 7

Israel finally lived in peace.  David wanted to build a temple for the Ark to replace the tent in which it resided.  Nathan the prophet was told by the Lord to advise David not to do that as He had never lived in a temple but simply a tent.  The Lord also told Nathan to tell David that He chose David as the leader of His people and that his name would become the greatest ever.  The people would live in peace and David’s descendants shall rule His kingdom forever.
2 SAMUEL 8

David’s army conquered Gath (northwest of Bethlehem) which was the Philistines largest city.  They also conquered the land of Moab.  He destroyed the forces of King Hadadezer and thousands of Syrians.  David’s troops scored another major victory against the Edomites.  David ruled with fairness.
2 SAMUEL 9

David wondered if any of Saul’s family was still alive as he wanted to fulfill his promise to Jonathan to show kindness.  He found Jonathan’s lame son Mephiboseth and gave him all the land of Saul along with the remaining servants of Saul.

2 SAMUEL 10

After the king of the Ammonites died, David sent his men to give sympathy greetings to the king’s son Hanun.  But this mission was wrongly interpreted as spying.  Hanun shaved half of their beards and cut their robes off at the buttocks and sent them home.  David was angered so the Ammonites hired thousands of Syrians plus thousands more from other lands for a battle against David.   When David learned of this plot he sent Joab and the entire Israeli army to attack.  When all was done, the Israelis were victorious.  Joab returned to Jerusalem.
The Ammonites then added more Syrian troops to their warriors and when David heard this, he personally led his army to Helam (east of the Sea of Galilee) where they won again.  The Syrians surrendered and became servants.
2 SAMUEL 11

Unable to sleep one night, David took a stroll atop the palace and saw an unusually beautiful woman taking a bath.  Later he learned her name was Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah.  David slept with her and she became pregnant.  David then ordered General Joab to send him Uriah the Hittite and proceeded to get him drunk.  Uriah would not go home and slept at the palace entry.
Then David ordered Joab to place Uriah at the front of the hottest part of a battle.  But then pull back and leave him to die.  Bath-sheba mourned for her husband.  Afterwards David brought her to the palace and she became another of his wives.  The Lord was most displeased.

2 SAMUEL 12

The Lord sent Nathan the prophet to tell David about a rich man and a poor man.  The rich man, while entertaining a guest killed the poor man’s only lamb and he was also his children’s pet.  David was furious and vowed to put the rich man to death and also repay the poor man fourfold.
Then Nathan told David that he was the rich man!  The Lord said “I gave David so much so why did he murder Uriah and steal his wife?”  After confessing his sin, Nathan told David the Lord had forgiven him and he would not die.  However, Bath-sheba’s baby died.  David slept with her again and conceived a son to be named Solomon.  The Lord loved the baby and sent His blessing through Nathan the prophet.
2 SAMUEL 13

David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister named Tamar.  Annon, her half-brother, fell madly in love with her.  Under false pretenses he drew her to his bedroom. She refused to cooperate but Annon overpowered her.  Because of her attitude his love turned to hate and threw her out in shame.
Her brother Absalom told her not to be so upset.  So she lived as a desolate woman with him.  Later under the veil of deceit, Absalom had Annon killed.  David was first told all his sons had died but later learned that only Annon met his fate.  Absalom fled.

2 SAMUEL 14

King David longed to see his son Absalom so General Joab devised a plan.  He asked a woman to request an appointment with the king and told her what to say.  When they met she told the king that her two sons had a fight and one died.  Her family demanded the surrender of the remaining son to be executed.  King David assured her nothing bad would take place.  And then she had another request.  “Why don’t you do as much for all of the people of God?  You haven’t even brought your own son home from exile!” King David then asked if Joab told her what to say and then sent Joab to bring Absalom home.  Upon his return, the king sent him to his own quarters and refused to see him. After two years Absalom sent for Joab to intercede for him.  Twice he refused.  So Absalom then had his servant set fire to Joab’s barley field.  Absalom explained he wanted Joab to tell the king he may as well have stayed in Gesha if he had no intention of seeing him.  So he asked Joab to request an interview with King David and was going to tell him if he found him guilty to execute him.  King David granted the audience and he kissed Absalom.
2 SAMUEL 15
This chapter hardens Absalom as he pretends to help the people but has once again turned against his father.  With much secrecy he formed a band of followers as the beginning effort to overthrow the king.  David learned of this plot and decided to leave Jerusalem with his family and loyal troops.  He left ten of his wives to keep the palace in order.  There was great sadness in the city and the Levites placed the Ark of the Covenant of God beside the road until all passed.  David told them to return it to the city and said “if the Lord sees fit, he will bring me back to see the Ark and the Tabernacle again.  If not, let Him do as He sees fit.”
The Ark was returned and David headed for the Mount of Olives (near Jerusalem.)  One of David’s friends returned to the city just as Absalom arrived so he would find out what Absalom had in mind.
2 SAMUEL 16

As David was just past the top of a hill, Ziba caught up with the group and had two donkeys loaded with bread, fruit and wine for all to enjoy and to give them strength as they headed for the wilderness.  As their travels continued, they were cursed and stoned.  David accepted this as if the Lord had told them to do so.
David and all rested at Bahurim (northeast of Bethlehem.)  Meanwhile Absalom and his men arrived in Jerusalem.  David’s friend Hushai, the Archite, went to see Absalom and praised him.  When asked why he wasn’t with David, Hushai said he worked for the man who is chosen by the Lord and by Israel.  Then Absalom was told to sleep with David’s wives. Then all Israel would know the he insulted David and all the people would then support him.  So Absalom did for all to see and know.
2 SAMUEL 17

Ahithophel asked Absalom for 12,000 men to attack and kill David while allowing the rest to flee.  Absalom and the elders approved but asked Hushai what he thought.  His reply was he felt the plan would fail but suggested the mobilization of Israel’s entire army to crush David.  All agreed.
While a lot of conniving took place David arrived at Mahanaim (mid-way between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee and east of the Jordan River) where all were warmly greeted and fed.   Absalom along with General Amaso, who replaced Joab, led their army across he Jordan River 
2 SAMUEL 18

David organized his army under three separate groups with a commander for each.  As they prepared for battle David asked each of them to go gently with Absalom. They won overwhelmingly but as Absalom attempted to escape his hair got caught in the branches of an oak tree. His mule continued and he was left hanging!  Joab became upset as one of his men refused to kill him so he did the job himself.  Later when David learned of his son’s fate, he broke into tears.
2 SAMUEL 19

Joab learned that King David was in deep mourning and failed to greet and praise his returning troops.  Joab told David his life had been saved along with his family and that he was making his victorious army feel ashamed of their conquest.  So David sat at the city gates and everyone turned out to greet him.
Meanwhile dissension was building throughout the country as they were wondering why David was not brought back as their king.  David then replaced Joab as commander-in-chief with his nephew Amasa.  Then all in Judah and other tribes welcomed David back as their king but not without side issues as various tribes bickered with each other.
2 SAMUEL 20

A Benjaminite man named Sheba told David he was not their king and asked the people of Israel to leave.  All except Judah and Benjamin deserted and followed Sheba.  When David and his loyal people arrived in Jerusalem he ordered his ten wives, who had been left behind, to be put into seclusion but care provided for them.
David then told Amasa to mobilize the army.  He also told Abishai to take his bodyguards and find Sheba.  Sheba and Joab along with his men came face to face with Joab’s brother Amasa and killed him.  One of Joab’s officers then shouted to Amasa’s troops “if you are for David, come and follow Joab.”

While all of this was taking place, Sheba mobilized his won forces at Abel (just north of the Dead Sea.)  Joab’s army besieged the entire town but then a woman called out to him.  She pleaded for him not to destroy the city but was told they only wanted Sheba.  The people heard, cut off Sheba’s head and threw it over the wall.  Joab was satisfied and returned to Jerusalem.
2 SAMUEL 21

For three years there was a famine and the Lord told David it was because of the guilt of Saul and his family.  Saul had tried to murder the Gibeonites so David went to them and asked what he could do to get rid of the guilt.  They asked for seven of Saul’s sons so they could hang them for their crimes.
Their deaths took place at the beginning of the barley harvest season.  Rizpah, mother of two of them, spread sackcloths over the bodies to prevent the vultures and wild animals fro eating the remains.  When David learned of this, he arranged for their bones to be buried in the grave of Saul’s father Kish.  (Another righteous act!)  He then requested the return of the stolen bones of Saul and Jonathan.  God then answered their prayers and ended the famine.

2 SAMUEL 22

David sang a lengthy song to the Lord for rescuing him from Saul and other enemies.  The song was full of praise and thanks to the Lord for all He did during David’s trials and tribulations.
2 SAMUEL 23

David spoke his last words.  Words both to and for God.  Words also recognizing those who served him so well.
2. SAMUEL 24

One more time the Lord was angry with Israel because David decided to have a census taken and that was not a good idea.  The census was to determine the number of qualified men available for his army.  Joab advised against this act.  Ten months later the census was completed.  Then David realized his error and told the Lord he was wrong.  David’s contact with God was the prophet Gad who told David he had three choices.  Choose seven years of famine, flee for three months before your enemies or submit to three days of the plague.
David made his decision and the Lord sent a plague upon Israel that killed 70,000 men.  But as the death angel was about to destroy Jerusalem, the Lord told him to stop.  When David saw the angel, he told the Lord that he was the one who sinned and to let his anger show only upon hm.  God then told David to build an altar so he did.  The David offered burnt and peace offerings along with prayers.  The Lord ended the plague.

2 SAMUEL SUMMARY
David was crowned king of Judah.  But Saul’s commander was appointed king of another territory and David’s army won the ensuing conflict.  But that was only the beginning of a long war.
Then David became king of Israel and the Philistines attempted to capture him.  But they were foiled.  Israel finally was peaceful.  The Lord said David and his descendants’ names would rule his kingdom forever.

David fell in love with Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah who was a member of David’s army.  David ordered his commander-in-chief to place Uriah in the front of a fierce battle where he died.  The Lord sent Nathan the prophet to ask why he had done this.  David confessed and the Lord showed forgiveness. 

David’s son Absalom committed murder and fled.  After two years David brought him back.  Absalom then formed a plot to overcome his father.  Later Absalom was killed while attempting to flee a battle.
The dissension was building in Israel.  Ultimately he returned to Jerusalem and he became king once again.  Just before he died, he sang a song to the Lord in thanks for rescuing him from Saul and his other enemies.

David was exalted but not without guilt.

2 Samuel’s author is unknown and was written approximately 630–540 BC.

Key introductions: Joab, Beth-sheba, Solomon, Nathan, Absolam
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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1 KINGS 1

King David was unable to rule as he was confined to his bed.  His son Adonijah crowned himself king with the support of General Joab and Abiathar the priest.  Nathan the prophet told Solomon’s mother Bath-sheba what happened.  In turn she told David who earlier had promised that Solomon would follow him as king of Israel.  Nathan also told David what happened so David ordered both the priest and Nathan to take Solomon and his officers to Gihon (near Jerusalem) and appoint him king.  The return to Jerusalem was celebrated with much joy.
When Adonijah and Joab learned what happened, they feared for their lives and rushed to the Tabernacle.  King Solomon summoned them and told them to go home.
1 KINGS 2

After ruling for 40 years Kind David died and was buried in Jerusalem.  Before he died, he told Solomon to obey the laws of God and to follow his ways.  If done, then the Lord would fulfill His promise that one of his descendants would always be the king of Israel.  David also told Solomon to not let Joab die in peace because of his misdeeds.  David also asked Solomon to care for the sons of Barzillai as they had cared for him in times of strife.
Adonijah requested that Bath-sheba ask Solomon for permission to marry Abishag the Shunammite.  The request was refused for Solomon feared for the loss of his kingdom.  Then he ordered the death of his brother Adonijah.  Upon hearing this, Joab took sanctuary in the Tabernacle where he was executed for his betrayal of being loyal to Adonijah.
King Solomon appointed Benaiah as his new commander-in-chief and Zadok as the chief priest.
1 KINGS 3

Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and married one of his daughters.
The people worshipped and made sacrifices in the hills as no tabernacle had been built.  Solomon went to the most famous one in Gibeon and made sacrifices and burnt offerings.  The Lord appeared that night to him in a dream and said he could have anything he wanted. Solomon asked that he be given an understanding mind so he could govern well and to know the difference between right and wrong.  The Lord was so pleased with this unselfish request that He gave him a wiser mind than anyone else had ever had.  He also granted riches, honor and a long life if Solomon obeyed all of His laws.
Soon after he awakened two young prostitutes came to him with a problem.  They lived together and both had a baby within in a very short time.  One of the babies died and one mother took the baby that was not hers but claimed it as hers.  So when they took this problem to Solomon he used great wisdom by suggested that the remaining baby be cut in half so they both could share.  The real mother said no - give the child to the other mother.  Then the king granted the baby to the one who wanted it to live for she was the real mother.  This decision spread quickly throughout the nation and all realized the great wisdom God had granted.

1 KINGS 4

Serving King Solomon were 11 cabinet members (including priests) and 12 officials of his court (one for each tribe.)  Israel and Judah were wealthy, populated and content.
God had given Solomon great wisdom thus he was respected throughout the entire region.  He had interests in many things and authored 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs.  Throughout his lifetime, all of Judah and Israel lived in peace and safety.  Each family had their own home and garden.
1 KINGS 5

King Hiram of Tyre (on the Mediterranean coast) had been a great admirer of David.  When he learned that Solomon became king, he sent his congratulations and good wishes.  Solomon replied with a proposal for building a Temple of the Lord.  Hiram pledged his support with men and building materials.  For payment, Solomon sent great quantities of wheat and olive oil.
1 KINGS 6

Actual construction of the Temple began in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign (480 years after Exodus.)  It became a mammoth building that was 90 feet by 30 and 45 feet high.  In addition an annex with many rooms was built.  The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord was placed in an inner sanctuary.  Many ornate carvings were created of things like angels, palm trees and flowers.  It took seven years to complete the Temple.  Here is an artist’s rendition of the Temple:
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1 KINGS 7

It took 13 years to complete the construction of a magnificent palace for the king.  There were many rooms designed for conducting various types of business.  From Tyre, the king hired a man name Hiram who was a skilled craftsman.  Hiram built many splendid items out of bronze and brass.  Once the temple was completed Solomon took into the treasury the silver, gold and all the vessels dedicated for that purpose by King David.
1 KINGS 8

Solomon called all of the leaders of Israel to convocation to observe the transfer of the Ark of the Covenant to the new Tabernacle in Jerusalem along with many festivities.  The Ark contained the two stone tablets that Moses had placed there.
Solomon prayed and gave thanks to the Lord for keeping all of His promises.  He asked the Lord to watch over the Temple and to listen to the pleas of the people.  Further he asked the Lord to serve as judge for those accused of doing something wrong.  He continued to pray for the Lord’s help during famines, lack of rain, battles and sins.  Then they sacrificed peace offerings and the celebration lasted for 14 days.  All went home happy.

1 KINGS 9

When the Temple was completed, the Lord spoke to Solomon and said “if you live in honesty and truth as your father David did by always obeying me, then He would cause Solomon’s descendants to be the kings of Israel forever.  However should his children worship other gods and not obey His laws, the people of Israel would lose all that was promised.
After the completion of the Temple and the palace, King Hiram was given 20 cities as payment for his contributions.  But Hiram was not pleased.
1 KINGS 10

The Queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s success.  She decided to visit him and ask some hard questions.  When Solomon responded to her inquiries so well, she was most happy and gave the king much gold, spices and precious gems.
Solomon continued to get richer and richer as a result of gifts from other kingdoms.  He became the richest ever.

1 KINGS 11

Despite the Lord’s warning Solomon married many other girls from nations where other idols were worshipped.  He had 700 wives and 300 concubines and they turned Solomon’s heart away from the Lord.
The Lord became most angry and said that the kingdom would fall heir to someone else. But for the sake of David, He would not take action until after Solomon’s death.

Many rebels attempted to take over.  One of them was Jeroboam.  A priest took a new robe and tore it into 12 parts and told Jeroboam to take ten of those pieces for the Lord God of Israel says “I will tear the kingdom from the land of Solomon and give ten of the tribes to you.  But I will leave one tribe for the sake of David and for the sake of Jerusalem.  Solomon has forsaken me and worships other gods.  Nor has he followed my laws as David did.”  So for the sake of David, he let Solomon reign until he died.  Then no other descendant of David would rule.
Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam but he fled to Egypt until Solomon died.

1 KINGS 12

Solomon’s son Rehoboam was inaugurated as the new king.  Jeroboam returned and was the ringleader in getting the people to make demands of Rehoboam.  They wanted better treatment.  After three days of counsel with the old men who had counseled Solomon, they told him to give a pleasant reply and to be good to all.  Rehoboam refused but talked to the younger men.  They advised him to be even harsher.  He agreed.  But when the people heard of this decision, they were angered and left for home.  Only Judah remained loyal.
The new king sent Adoram to conscript men from other tribes but he was stoned to death.  Rehoboam fled to Jerusalem.  The Israelites became rebellious against the dynasty of David.

When Jeroboam returned from Egypt, the people made him king of Israel.  When he arrived in Jerusalem he used his army to force all to accept him as king.  God sent a message to a prophet telling Rehoboam and his people not to fight their brothers.
Meanwhile Jeroboam built the city of Shechem (between the Dead Sea and Sea of Galilee and west of the Jordan River) and it became the capital.  He made two false idols and told the people to worship them.  Then he had additional idols made and ordained priests.  Jeroboam announced that the annual Tabernacle festival would be held in Bethel on the first of November.  Needless to say, all of these acts were sinful.
1 KINGS 13

As King Jeroboam was preparing to burn incense to the golden calf-idol, a prophet warned him not to do so.  He said the altar would split apart and the ashes on it would spill to the ground.  The angry king told his guards to arrest the prophet.  Instantly his arms became paralyzed.  At the same time a crack appeared in the altar and ashes spewed out!  The king begged the prophet to ask the Lord to restore his arm.  The prophet prayed and the arm became normal again.
Then the king asked the prophet to join him in the palace for food and rest.  The prophet rejected this invitation as the Lord had told him not to eat or drink there and not to return on the same road he had used to get there.  Another old prophet in Bethel heard what happened and went to see the first prophet.  He invited him home to enjoy some food but the prophet said that the Lord told him not to do that.  Then the old prophet said the Lord told him to provide food and water.  The prophet so he accepted even though he had been warned.  Thus he was killed by a lion en route home.  Then Jeroboam returned to his evil ways and his kingdom and family were destroyed.
1 KINGS 14

Jeroboam’s wife saw the prophet Ahijah at Shiloh (north of Bethel) and asked if their son would recover from his illness.  He replied that the Lord said Jeroboam had sinned so much that he would bring disaster upon his home and sons.  Further the Lord would raise a king over Israel who would destroy the family of Jeroboam.  Then he would uproot the people of Israel and scatter them to foreign lands.
Jeroboam ruled for 22 years.  Then his son Nadab became king.  Meanwhile, Solomon’s son Rehoboam was king of Judah and lived in Jerusalem.  During his reign the people of Judah, like those in Israel, sinned greatly.  Even worse than their ancestor

In the fifth year of Rehoboam’s reign, King Shishak of Egypt conquered Jerusalem.  Rehoboam died and his son Abijam took the throne as king of Judah in Jerusalem.
1 KINGS 15

Abijam was a great sinner and his heart was not right with God.  Despite that, the Lord remembered David’s love so did not end the line of David’s descendants.  However during Abijam’s reign, there was constant war between Israel and Judah.  Abijam died and was replaced by Asa who reigned in Jerusalem for 41 years.  He pleased the Lord in many ways but war continued between him and King Baasha of Israel.
Asa sent many gifts to King Ben-hadad of Syria and asked that they become allies in opposition to Baasha. An agreement was reached.  Meanwhile in Israel, Jeroboam’s son Nadab became king and he was also sinful.  Then Baasha assassinated Nadab and replaced him as king of Israel in Tirzah (north of Bethel.)  He killed all of the descendants of King Jeroboam just as the Lord had said would happen.  King Baasha reigned for 24 years and was continually at war with King Asa.  He also followed the evil path of Jeroboam leading the people of Israel to worship false idols.
1 KINGS 16

The prophet Jehu delivered a message from the Lord to King Baasha.  It said he had walked on evil paths and made the people sin.  The Lord was angry and said Baasha’s family would be destroyed. Baasha’s son Elah began reigning but only for two years as General Zimri plotted against him.  Zimri declared himself king of Israel and murdered the entire royal family along with distant friends and relatives.
Zimri’s rule lasted only seven days.  General Omri, commander-in-chief of the Israeli army, became the new ruler.  At that time, half of the Israeli people were loyal to Omri while the other half followed Tibni.  Omri won out and became the supreme ruler.  King Omri sinned even more than any prior kings.  Then his son Ahab followed and was even more wicked.  Worse, he married Jezebel, the daughter of King Ethbaal of Sidonia and began worshipping Baal.  The Lord became truly angry.
1 KINGS 17

Elijah the prophet from Tishbe in Gilead (between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee) told King Ahab the Lord promised no rain for several years.  Then the Lord told Elijah to go to a brook and drink the water and eat what the ravens bring.  Then the Lord told him to go to Zarephath near the city of Sidon (on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and south of Beirut.)  A widow would feed him.  He found her and asked for a cup of water and some bread.  She replied she had no bread but only a bit of flour and small amount of cooking oil.  Elijah told her not to fear and to cook that “last meal” but bake him bread first and there would be ample for both she and her son.
One day her son dies and she cried out to God “what have you done to me?”  Elijah took the dead son upstairs and laid him in bed.  Then he cried out “O Lord my God, why have you killed the son of this widow?”  Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and pleaded with the Lord to save him.  The Lord heard Elijah and returned the boy to life.  When he took him to his mother, she said she knew Elijah was a prophet.
1 KINGS 18

Three years later the Lord told Elijah to tell King Ahab that rain would soon arrive.  The man in charge of Ahab’s affairs was Obadiah who was devoted to the Lord.  The king told Obadiah to search for food for his horses and mules.  While looking he came across Elijah with much surprise.  Elijah wanted to take Obadiah to inform the king that he was there.  But Obadiah feared for his life if he did that.  Elijah promised his safety so the met the king.  Ahab accused Elijah of causing the famine due to lack of rain.  But Elijah blamed Ahab and his family for not obeying the Lord and by worshipping Baal.  This caused His wrath.
Elijah told the king to bring all the Israelites to Mount Carmel (west of the Sea of Galilee near the Mediterranean) along with the prophets of Baal and Asherah.  Upon the arrival of all, Elijah asked them to follow the Lord if He was their God but to follow Baal if he was their god.  As the Lord’s only prophet he commanded them to bring two young bulls to be cut up and prepared for sacrifice.  Two altars were built and wood placed upon them.  Elijah had the Baal followers put pieces of their bull on top and pray to their god to light a fire.  All of the Baal prophets and their prayers were unable to produce a fire.
Then Elijah instructed the people to stand by the Lord’s altar which had been constructed with 12 stones representing each of the tribes of Israel. The wood and pieces of the bull were placed on top.  Then Elijah prayed for God to light a fire so that the people would know the true God.  Fire soon flashed from heaven and the people were overcome and recognized the true God.  All of Baal’s prophets were killed.  Then Elijah told Ahab to enjoy a good meal as it was to be followed by a big rainstorm.
1 KINGS 19

Ahab informed Queen Jezebel what happened to all of their prophets.  She sent a message to Elijah telling him he would be killed the next day.  So he fled deep into the wilderness and prayed to the Lord to end his life.  He then went to sleep.  All of a sudden an angel told him to wake up and eat for there was a long journey ahead. Elijah looked up and found bread and water. After eating the angel directed him to Mount Horeb (southern part of the Sinai Peninsula.)  There the Lord told him to stand on the mountain.  As he did, a mighty rainstorm hit the mountain followed by a windstorm, an earthquake then a fire.  The Lord instructed him to take the desert road to Damascus (north of Israel in Syria) where he should anoint Hazael as king of Syria.  Then he was to anoint Jehu as King of Israel and Elisha as a prophet to replace Elijah and also to serve as his assistant.
1 KINGS 20

King Ben-hadad of Syria mobilized his army and sent a message to King Ahab of Israel.  Ben-hadad claimed all of Ahab’s silver, gold, prettiest wives and the best of his children.  Ahab agreed.  Then another message was sent telling Ahab that his palace and homes of the people would be searched and they would confiscate all they wanted.  Ahab asked his advisors how to respond and he was told not to give in to this request.  Despite the dreadful threat, a prophet told his that the Lord would protect him and to assemble his troops.  So they did and following the Lord’s orders, attacked Ben-hadad’s army as they were drinking themselves drunk.  Victory followed but Ben-hadad and others escaped.  Most of the Syrian army was destroyed.  This battle took place in the hills.
Later Ben-hadad’s officers said to form another army and to prepare to fight in the plains where they could easily win.  So an enormous army was recruited and the following year marched to Aphek (mid-way between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee but close to the Mediterranean.)  Israel only had a tiny army but a prophet went to Israel’s king with a message from the Lord stating they would be victorious to further prove He was truly the Lord.  And so they were.
However, Ben-hadad survived and pled for mercy.  Despite the promise of living, he was killed by a lion just as a prophet had promised.

1 KINGS 21

King Ahab wanted to buy Naboth’s garden near the palace.  He offered cash or a better piece of land.  He refused because that land had been in Naboth’s family for generations.  Ahab was beside himself.  But his wife Jezebel said she would handle the dilemma.  She found two scoundrels who would falsely testify that Naboth cursed God and the king.  As a result Naboth was stoned to death.
Jezebel told Ahab who then went to claim the land.  But Elijah told Ahab the Lord said “Isn’t killing Naboth bad enough?  Must you rob him too?”   The Lord placed a curse upon Ahab and his family not only for that horrible act but also for worshipping false idols.  Ahab tried to hide by dressing in rags and fasting.  The Lord told Elijah that Ahab would not die as he humbled himself.  However his sons and descendants would be destroyed.

1 KINGS 22

For three years there was peace between Syria and Israel.  But then King Jehoshaphat of Judah told King Ahab of Israel that the Syrians wee still occupying their city of Ramoth-gilead (east of the Jordan River and south of the Sea of Galilee) and nothing was being done about it.  They agreed to join forces but also decided to first ask the Lord what they should do.
Ahab asked his 400 heathen prophets and they said to attack and God would help.  Then Jehoshaphat asked if there was a prophet of the Lord.  Ahab sent for Michiah who said he saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains as sheep without sheppard’s.  Ahab had him arrested.

Ahab and Jehoshaphat led the armies to battle.  Ahab went disguised as the king of Syria commanded his captains to go after him.  Despite that a random arrow struck Ahab and mortally wounded him.  He died that night. Jehoshaphat became King of Judah and reigned in Jerusalem for 25 years.
1 KINGS SUMMARY
Solomon had great wisdom but when he died, the kingdom was split into Israel and Judah.  David’s descendants were most sinful.  They and kings of other areas were constantly at war.  1 Kings was not a pleasant part of biblical history and God’s wrath seemed almost constant.  Kings were crowned and died. Peace and war came and went.
1 Kings’ author is unknown and was written approximately 561–538 BC.

Key introductions: Hiram, Jeroboam, Rehoboam, Elijah, Elisha, Ahab, Jezebel, Jehoshaphat
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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2 KINGS 1

Upon the death of King Ahab, the nation of Moab refused to pay any further tribute to Israel.  Israel’s new king Ahaziah fell off the palace porch and was seriously injured.  To determine if he was going to live, he sent messengers to the temple of the god Baal-zebub.  But an angel of the Lord told Elijah to ask the messengers why there was no God In Israel.  And because of that he said Ahaziah would not recover.

The messengers rushed back to the king and told him what Elijah said.  Ahaziah sent a captain and fifty men to arrest him.  Upon their arrival Elijah told them if he was a man of god, “let fire come down from heaven and destroy all of them.”  And so it did.  The king sent another contingent and the same thing happened. Once more the king sent his troops but the captain pleaded for mercy.  The Lord told Elijah to see the king and to tell him he did not ask the God in Israel thus he would surely die which he did.
2 KINGS 2

It was time for Elijah to go to heaven and he was told to travel to Bethel.  Elisha insisted on going with him.  From there they traveled to Jericho and continued on to the Jordan River.  There Elijah folded his cloak and struck the water.  The river parted and they both crossed on dry land.  Then Elijah granted Elisha one wish.  Elisha asked for twice the prophetic power that Elijah had.  Elijah said if Elisha saw him as he left, his request would be granted.
As Elijah was carried to heaven Elisha picked up the cloak and struck the water and it parted.  He arrived in Jericho where the city officials said the water was bad.  Elisha threw some salt in the well and declared that the Lord healed the water.  And so it was.
2 KINGS 3

Ahab’s son Jehoram ruled Israel for 12 years while Jehoshaphat was reigning over Judah.  King Mesha and his people were paying much bounty to Israel and rebelled after Ahab’s death.  Jehoram and Jehoshaphat joined forces to face the Moab’s.  They were joined by the Edomites.  However, as they traveled, there was no water for the men or animals so they went to Elisha for guidance and their appeal was rejected.  Elisha was told by the Lord to fill the dry well with trenches which would be filled with water that He would send.  The Lord said they would be victorious.  The Moab’s army and cities were destroyed.
2 KINGS 4

Elisha was at his best when a woman told him of her husband’s death.  But creditors were demanding payment for his debts.  Without payment her sons would be taken as slaves.  Elisha told her to find as many pots and pans as she could and to fill them with olive oil.  Despite the fact she only had a jar of oil, all of the pots and pans were filled.  She was able to sell it all and have enough to pay the debts and to care for herself and her sons.
One day Elisha went to Shunem (southwest of the Sea of Galilee) where a prominent woman invited him in to eat.  Whenever he passed that way he always stopped for dinner.  She and her husband made room for Elisha to stay when he visited.  As appreciation, Elisha asked what he could do for her.  She wanted nothing.  But his servant Gehazi suggested a son.  Her husband was much too old but Elisha made it happen a year later.  Later the son became ill and died.  Elisha learned of their fate and returned and had Gehazi place a staff on the child’s face.  Nothing happened until Elisha prayed and lay upon the dead body, placed his mouth on the child’s mouth, cast his eyes upon the child’s eyes and his hands upon the child’s hands.  The boy returned to life!
Elisha returned to Gilgal only to find a famine.  As he was teaching the young prophets, he asked Gehazi to make some stew for supper.  As all tried to eat, they realized it was poisoned.  Elisha threw some meal into the pot and then it was okay.  Elisha continued with his Lordly acts and wonders.
2 KINGS 5

The king of Syria greatly adored Naaman who was his commander-in-chief.  But Naaman was a leper.  He had captured a little girl in Israel and she was given to his wife as a maid.  She wished that Naaman would see a prophet in Samaria (land between the Jordan River and Mediterranean Sea) thinking he would be healed.  When the king learned what she said he told Naaman to go see the prophet.
Along with many gifts and a letter to the king of Israel Naaman proceeded.  The king refused but Elisha heard and sent a message for Naaman to visit him.  Elisha told him to wash in the Jordan River seven times and he would be healed.  At first Naaman did not believe but finally he did as told.  He was cured and realized there was no God in the entire world except for Israel.

Elisha refused the gifts from Naaman but his servant Gehazi went after Naaman and accepted some gifts for himself.  Elisha then turned him into a leper.
2 KINGS 6

Elisha gave seminary students permission to build a new dormitory by the Jordan River.  A borrowed axe head fell into the river. Elisha threw in a stick and the axe head floated to the top!
The king of Syria was preparing for another battle against Israel.  Elisha warned the king of Israel to not go near the Syrian encampment.  This happened several times and the Syrian king wondered who was informing the Israelis of their location.  He then sent spies to find their location and was told they were at Dothan (near Shechem.)  They sent a great army.  As they approached, Elisha prayed to the Lord that He would blind the eyes of the enemy.  Then Elisha met the Syrians and led them to Samaria.  Then he prayed that the Lord would open their eyes.  When that happened, the Syrians found themselves in Samaria the capital of Israel.  Elisha convinced the king of Israel not to kill them but to give them food and drink and send them home!

Later King Ben-hadad and his army besieged Samaria and a great famine was the result.  The king blamed Elisha and threatened his death.  But Elisha knew.  The king asked “why should any help come from the Lord since He caused it all to happen?”

2 KINGS 7

Elisha told the king that the next day flour and barley grain would be sold for a dollar.  The king’s officer said “that couldn’t happen if the Lord made windows in the sky!”  Four lepers, who were outside the gates of the city decided to surrender to the Syrians.  When they arrived the entire Syrian army had vanished out of fear.  Then the Lord made the Syrians hear a clatter of speeding chariots and galloping of horses plus the sounds of an approaching army.  In haste they left their tents, food and drink.

The lepers arrived and had a great feast.  They decided to share so returned to the city to inform all what happened.  Although the Israeli king thought it was a trap he sent a few scouts out to evaluate the situation.  They found no remnants of the Syrian army.  With the news the people stampeded to the Syrian campsite and enjoyed all that was left behind.
2 KINGS 8

Elisha told the women he brought back to life to leave Israel because of the famine.  She took her family to the land of the Philistines.  Seven years later she returned and asked the king to give back her house and land.  Her wish was granted.
Elisha then went to Damascus where King Ben-hadad lay sick.  The king told Hazael to ask Elisha if he would recover.  Elisha said that he would but also that he would die.  Elisha also forecast the terrible things that Hazael would do to the Israelis.  Hazael returned to the king and said that he would recover.  However, the next day, Hazael smothered Ben-hadad to death and he became the new king of Syria.

In the meantime King Jehoram became king of Israel and reigned in Jerusalem for eight years.  He was extremely wicked.  During his reign the Edomites revolted from Judah and appointed their own king.  Jehoram tried unsuccessfully to crush the rebellion.  Continuous strife existed with successors to the throne.
2 KINGS 9

Elisha sent one of the prophets to Ramoth-gilead (east of the Jordan River) along with a vial of oil to anoint Jehu (the son of Jehoshaphat) the king of Israel.  He also told him to destroy Ahab’s family to avenge his many murders and those likewise done by Jezebel.
As per God’s prophecy, Jehu then killed King Joram and King Ahaziah of Judah as well.  Jezebel heard that King Jehu was in Jezreel (southwest of the Sea of Galilee.)  She tried to disguise herself but was thrown out a window and trampled to death by horses’ hooves.  Thus Elijah’s prophecy in 1 Kings was fulfilled.

2 KINGS 10

King Jehu’s killings continue on a massive scale.  Next in line are all 70 of Ahab’s remaining sons.  Then he continues killing all of Ahab’s remaining relatives, leaders and priests.  He then traveled to Samaria where he murdered the relatives of King Ahaziah of Judah.
Then Jehu assembled the people in the temple where they worshipped Baal.  All were massacred and the temple was destroyed.  But he did not destroy the golden calves at Bethel and Dan.  He sinned by worshipping them.  After ruling for 28 years Jehu died and was buried in Samaria.  His son Jehoahaz became the new king.
2 KINGS 11

Athaliah, mother of King Ahaziah, learned of his death and had all of his children killed except for his year-old son Joash. He was rescued and hidden for six years while Athaliah was queen.  Then the priest Jehoiada had the palace guards watch over and protect Joash with spears and shields that belonged to King David.  Jehoiada crowned Joash king!  All were very happy except for Queen Athaliah who claimed treason.  The guards killed her.  A big celebration took place as the seven year old began his reign.
2 KINGS 12

Joash reigned s King of Judah for 30 years.  He did all that the priests instructed but did not destroy the shrines in the hills.  Joash decided the temple needed repairing so commanded that all contributions go toward that project.    After 23 years little progress had been made.  The priests set up a special repair fund so as not to be used for personal use.  As the special collection chest became full, the funds were withdrawn and given to the construction superintendents to buy materials and make repairs.
Then King Hazael of Syria went to war and moved toward Jerusalem.  King Joash gave all of their treasures to Hazael who then called off the attack.  Later Joash was assassinated by his officers.
2 KINGS 13

While Joash was king of Judah, Jehoahaz began a 17 years reign over Israel.  He was very evil and made the Lord angry.  Thus He let King Hazael of Syria and his son conquer them.  Jehoahaz prayed for help and the Lord gave them relief.  But Jehoahaz continued his evil ways and most of his army was destroyed.  He died and his son took over but was just as bad. 
King Joash visited Elisha as he as dying.  Elisha told him to shoot an arrow out of the east window and said that was the Lord’s arrow full of victory over Syria.  Then the king was told to pick up the other arrows and strike the floor with them.  But he only struck three arrows and Elisha told him he should have done it five or six times.  Thus Joshua was only victorious three times!  Elisha died.
2 KINGS 14

King Amaziah began a 29 year reign over Judah.  He was good but not as good as David since the shrines in the hills were not destroyed.  But he did kill the men responsible for the assassination of his father.  Mercifully he does not kill the assassins’ children.
King Amaziah of Judah challenged King Joash of Israel to a war.  Joash proposed a peaceful alliance but Amaziah refused and was badly defeated.  He was captured.  The Israeli army destroyed a large wall in Jerusalem and confiscated many treasures which they took along with hostages back to Samaria.

Joash died and his son Jeroboam became king of Israel.  Amaziah lived 15 years longer than Joash and his son Azariah became the new king of Judah.  Jeroboam restored Damascus and Hamath (southwest of the Sea of Galilee.)  Then he dies and is replaced by his son Zechariah.

2 KINGS 15

Azariah ruled for 52 years as a good king but he also failed to destroy the shrines in the hills.  As a result, he got leprosy until he died.  His son Jotham became the new king and he was very evil by encouraging the worship of false idols.  For the next number of years there was considerable turnover of kings in both Israel land Judah.  Some were reasonably good.  Many were evil.
2 KINGS 16

Now Ahaz was king of Judah.  For 16 years his reign was evil.  At this time King Pekah reigned in Israel but he did not follow the Lord as his ancestor David had done.  He killed his own son while sacrificing and burning incense at the shrines in the hills.
King Rezin of Syria and King Pekah declared war on Ahaz and besieged Jerusalem although they were not victorious.  However Rezin took the city of Elath (northern tip of the Red Sea) and drove out the Jews and replaced them with Syrians.  Ahaz joined forces with King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria and attacked both the Syrians and the Israelis.  Both captives and treasures were taken.  King Rezin was killed.  Ahaz of Judah died and his son Hezekiah became the new king of Judah.
2 KINGS 17

Hoshea became king of Israel for nine years but he was defeated by King Shaimaneser of Assyria.  Hoshea rebelled and was chained in prison. For three years Israel was occupied by Assyrian troops.  Samaria fell and the Israelis were exiled to Assyria.  This was their punishment for worshipping other gods and evil doings despite warnings from many prophets.  The people continued their ungodly ways.  The Syrians occupied their land and did not worship God and attempted to get the Israelis to worship other gods which they did!
2 KINGS 18

The new king of Judah is Hezekiah who ruled for 29 years. He removed the shrines in the hills, broke the obelisks, knocked down shameful idols and broke up the bronze serpent made by Moses.  Wow!  No kings before or after were as good as he obeyed all of God’s commandments.
During the first 14 years of his reign, he had many challenges.  King Shalmaneser of Assyria besieges and destroys Samaria.  Then the Israelis were sent to Assyria.  Later the new Assyrian King Sennacherib captured fortified cities of Judah.  Hezekiah offered vast sums of silver and gold to make them leave.  But Shalmaneser would not accept the peace offerings.

2 KINGS 19

Hezekiah sent older priests to see Isaiah the prophet to ask for help.  Isaiah told them not to be worried about the Assyrians.  Then the king of Assyria sent a message stating they were all powerful and would destroy all in their path. Hezekiah received the message and went to the Temple and prayed fervently for them to be saved.  Then Isaiah said that the prayers had been heard and not to worry.  All of a sudden, 185,000 Assyrian troops died and the remainder left Jerusalem.  Sennacherib returns to Assyria and is murdered by his sons.
2 KINGS 20

Hezekiah became sick and Isaiah told him to prepare to die as the Lord said he would not recover.  He broke down and cried and prayed.  Before Isaiah left, the Lord told him that he heard Hezekiah’s prayers and he would be healed.  Isaiah told Hezekiah to boil dried figs to make a paste for his boil.  Hezekiah asked Isaiah to create a miracle to prove he would be healed.  Isaiah asked if he would like the shadow on the sundial to go forward or backwards.  Since it normally goes forward, Hezekiah asked to make it go backward.  Isaiah asked the Lord and so it moved backwards!  Hezekiah recovers to reign for another 15 years.
Hezekiah welcomed ambassadors from Babylon with their greetings and gifts.  They were shown all of the wealth of Judah.  Then Isaiah said that the time will come when all would be taken to Babylon along with some of his sons.  Hezekiah died and his son Manasseh became the new king of Judah.
2 KINGS 21

Manasseh ruled for 55 years and was most sinful.  He rebuilt the hilltop shrines.  He built altars for Baal and some were even placed in the Temple of the Lord.    He even sacrificed one of his own sons as a burnt offering on a heathen altar.  He enticed the people to follow his evil ways.
Then the Lord spoke through the prophets by declaring the destruction of Jerusalem.  At Manasseh’s death, his son Amon became king and continued his father’s evil ways.  But his aides killed him.  Then a civilian posse killed the assassins and placed Amon’s son Josiah on the throne.
2 KINGS 22

Josiah was a good king for 31 years as he followed the path of his ancestor King David.    He ordered the repair of the Temple.  While the rebuilding was taking place, a scroll was discovered.  It had God’s laws written on it.  When shown to King Josiah, he became most upset as he realized that His laws had not been followed.  A prophetess named Huldah said the city and its people would be destroyed.  However because of Josiah’s sorrow and humbleness, the death of the nation would not occur until after his death.
2 KINGS 23

King Josiah sent for the elders, other leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, along with the priests, prophets and the people.  They met at the Temple and Josiah read to them the entire book of God’s laws.  Then he ordered the destruction of all that was used in the worship of Baal, Asherah, as well as the sun, moon and stars.  He brought back to Jerusalem the priests of the Lord and tore down the shrines in the hills.  He destroyed virtually all that was in defiance to God.  Then he ordered the people to observe Passover ceremonies which had not occurred for many years.
King Josiah was killed in a battle against the Egyptians and Jehoahaz became the new king.  His reign only lasted three months when he was jailed by King Neco of Egypt.  Eliakim was appointed the next king and changed his name to Jehoiakim.  He ruled for 11 years and was most evil.
2 KINGS 24

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked Jerusalem and Jehoiakim surrendered.  After three years he was released.  Bands of foreigners began the destruction of the nation just as the Lord had warned.  Jehoiakim died and his son Jehoiachin became king of Judah.  But he only reigned for three months as Nebuchadnezzar himself besieged Jerusalem.  Jehoiachin and his officials were imprisoned in Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar took all the treasures and 10,000 Israelis to Babylon.  Mattaniah was appointed the next king and he changed his name to Zedekiah and lasted for 11 years.  All in Jerusalem and Judah was destroyed but then Zedekiah rebelled.
2 KINGS 25

Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem for two years.  A famine was the result.  Zedekiah and his troops attempted an escape but he was captured and his men scattered.  Zedekiah was taken to Riblah (north of Jerusalem and Damascus) where he watched his sons being killed.  His eyes were gouged out then chained and taken to Babylon.
The walls of Jerusalem were torn down and the Temple burned.  Anything of value along with many of the people were taken to Babylon as exiles.  Gedaliah became the new governor of Judah.  He told the remaining warriors to put down their weapons so as to live in peace under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar.  Finally a warrior named Ishmael kills Gedaliah and everyone else left for Egypt.  Finally Jehoiachin was released from prison and allowed to live in luxury for the rest of his life.
2 KINGS SUMMARY
This book consists of much evil by the rulers.  Most kings did everything to inspire the wrath of God.  Two major exceptions included Hezekiah and Josiah as they ruled in Godly ways.  Elijah and Elisha the prophets tried their best to steer all to follow God’s 10 Commandments.  Although they had incidents of success, the overall history of 2 Kings was not good.
Ultimately due to the many sinful kings, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon conquers Judah and all within.  The people were either captured and moved to Babylon or migrated back to Egypt. 

2 Kings’ author is unknown and was written approximately 561–538 BC.

Key introductions: Isaiah; Hezekiah; Josiah; Nebuchadnezzar
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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1 CHRONICLES 1

Chapter 1 reviews some of mankind’s earliest generations from Adam though Hadad
1 CHRONICLES 2

Chapter 2 reviews the generations from the sons of Israel through the descendants of Salma.
1 CHRONICLES 3

This chapter covers the period from David’s oldest son Amnon through Zerubbabel’s children.

1 CHRONICLES 4

Reviewed here is the genealogy from the sons of Judah through the sons of Ishi.

1 CHRONICLES 5

Chapter 5 reviews the lineage of Reuben.

1 CHRONICLES 6

This chapter traces the generations from the sons of Levi and the assignment of much land.

1 CHRONICLES 7

Chronicles 7 commences with the sons of Issachar plus their descendants and their history.

1 CHRONICLES 8

The part of Chronicles documents the sons of Benjamin.

1 CHRONICLES 9

This is an historical review of the many tribes, priests plus some of the responsibilities.  The Levite genealogy was traced from Jeiel to Azel.
1 CHRONICLES 10
The Philistines were victorious over the Israelis and that is when Saul died because of his disobedience to the Lord.  David inherited the kingdom.
1 CHRONICLES 11
As the new king, David and his army went to Jerusalem where the Jebusites refused their entry.  David captured Zion (in Jerusalem) which was later called the City of David.  Joab became his Commander-in-Chief.  Some of the bravest of David’s warriors included Jashobeam, Eleazar and Benaiah.  Many other outstanding warriors were listed.
1 CHRONICLES 12
David’s army continued to grow as did the names of his warriors.  This was critical as time was spent in the wilderness protecting themselves from King Saul.  Thousands of men from the 12 tribes joined David’s army.  A massive feast was had by all in Hebron.
1 CHRONICLES 13
As the new king, David decided to return the Ark of the Covenant to its rightful home.

1 CHRONICLES 14
King Hiram of Tyre sent help to build David’s palace in Jerusalem.  This chapter names many of his sons born in Jerusalem.  Then David defeated the Philistines in the hills.  Later, he was victorious over them on the flat plains.

1 CHRONICLES 15
David built more palaces and a new Tabernacle which became the home of the Ark of the Covenant.  The priests and the Levites prepared for the sanctification of the Tabernacle anticipating the arrival of the Ark.
1 CHRONICLES 16
Burnt offerings and peace offerings were made as sacrifices when the Ark was brought into the Tabernacle.  David began the custom of using choirs to sing thanksgiving to the Lord.
1 CHRONICLES 17
David wanted to build a temple for the Ark.  But the Lord told him that a tent was just fine.  Then the Lord told David that he would be a great king and would be protected from his enemies.  He also said that his descendants would also serve as kings of Israel.
1 CHRONICLES 18
David and his army won battle after battle just as the Lord had promised.

1 CHRONICLES 19
The king of Ammon dies and his son Hanun became the new king.  As a good gesture, David sent a message of sympathy to Hanum but Hanum was suspicious and shaved the heads of the messengers as well as cutting off their robes in the middle to expose their buttocks.  David ordered them to stay in Jericho until their beards had grown out again.  King Hanum realized his mistake and mobilized a great army and they won the day.  The Syrian King Hadadezer again tried to defeat David’s army and failed.

1 CHRONICLES 20
Joab led the Israeli army to victory over the Ammonites.  This was followed by a massive win over the Philistines.
1 CHRONICLES 21
Satan got involved by having David take a census but with Joab’s objection.  The result was over one million men of military age in Israel plus nearly 500,000 in Judah.  The tribes of Levi and Benjamin were excluded.  God became angry and David asked for His forgiveness.  The Lord responded by giving David the choice of:
· three years of famine

· three months of destruction by the enemies of Israel

· three days of deadly plague

David chose the plagues and 70,000 perished.

The Angel of the Lord told David’s Prophet Gad to instruct David to build an altar at the threshing floor of Ornan.  So David bought the land.

1 CHRONICLES 22
Before his death, David collected the necessary materials to complete the Temple.  His son Solomon completed the project.  David asked all to obey the Lord and, if so, place the Ark into the completed Temple.
1 CHRONICLES 23
As David had grown old, he appointed Solomon as the new king of Israel.  He ordered a census of the Levites and assigned a majority to work at the Temple.  They were then divided into divisions and sub-divisions.  Amongst their duties their job was to assist the priests, perform custodial work and to perform the ceremonies of purification.

1 CHRONICLES 24
This chapter lists the many names of the priests involved with the various duties of the Temple.
1 CHRONICLES 25
David and the Tabernacle officials appointed a vast number of men to prophecy to accompaniment of musical instruments.  These 288 men were names and trained singing praises to the Lord.

1 CHRONICLES 26
The temple guards were from the Asaph division of the Karah clan and their names were listed.  They were responsible to minister at the Temple and assigned locations throughout the Temple.

1 CHRONICLES 27
The Israeli army was divided into 12 regiments, each with 24,000 men.  They served on active duty one month each year.  Then a description was given of each unit and their regimental commanders.
Further description was given of those responsible for the treasuries, vineyards, wine production, cattle and sheep, attendants to the king’s sons and finally, the king’s official advisor.

1 CHRONICLES 28
David summoned all of his officials to Jerusalem.  He shared his desire to build a Temple where the Ark of the Covenant could rest.  But God told him not to do so as he was a warrior and had shed too much blood.  However, the Lord had chosen him to begin a dynasty to rule Israel forever.  Out of all his children, the Lord selected Solomon to build the Temple.  Further, He said if Solomon continued to obey his commandments and instructions, the kingdom of Israel would continue forever.
Then David told Solomon to search out every commandment of the Lord so that he could continue to rule the good land and leave it to his children to rule forever. Further he told him to get to know God and to worship and serve Him with a clean hart and willing mind.

David gave Solomon the blueprints for the Temple as well as instructions concerning the work of various priests and Levites.  Finally David told Solomon not to be frightened of the task as God would be with him.

1 CHRONICLES 29
Kind David pledged all of his personnel wealth in addition to the building materials already collected.  Then he asked all to follow his example.

David then praised the Lord and gave thanks and praised His glorious name.  He asked God to make His people to always want to obey Him and to see that their love for Him never changed.  He also asked God to give Solomon a good heart so that he would always obey Him.
The next day, burnt offerings and sacrifices were made to the Lord.  David ruled for 40 years and Solomon became the new king of Israel.  Then he died.
1 CHRONICLES SUMMARY
This book covers the past plus the genealogy and activities of many generations from Adam through David.  A review of both evil and Godly deeds by many kings was recorded.
The reigning transition from David to Solomon took place.  God promised a wonderful life IF all obliged and all obeyed HIS rules and commandments.

1 Chronicles author is unknown and was written approximately 450–430 BC.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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2 CHRONICLES 1

As Solomon began his reign, he asked the Lord for the wisdom and knowledge to rule his people properly.  And God granted his wish as Solomon asked nothing for himself.  He created a massive army to protect his kingdom.
2 CHRONICLES 2

Solomon decided to build a large Temple for the Lord and a palace for himself.  He enticed King Hiram of Tyre to aid in this effort by sending many craftsmen and building supplies.  In turn, Hiram was rewarded bountifully.
2 CHRONICLES 3

Construction of the Temple began in Jerusalem at the top of Mount Moriah where the Lord had appeared to King David.  Many details of the Temple were outlined.
2 CHRONICLES 4

Many more details of the Temple were also outlined.
2 CHRONICLES 5

The Temple was completed and King Solomon brought in the gifts dedicated to the Lord by his father King David.  Then Solomon invited all the leaders of Israel to witness the transferring of the Ark of the Covenant from the City of David to its new home in the Temple.  Including the many sacrifices, it was quite a ceremony with much singing and music.
2 CHRONICLES 6

And then Solomon praised and thanked the Lord for all He had done including the fulfillment of His promises.  He continued with many prayers asking for His help for all in many different circumstances.
2 CHRONICLES 7

When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and burned up the sacrifices.  The glory of the Lord filled the Temple.  The king and the people dedicated the Temple and this was followed by a seven-day celebration by people from all over Israel.
Then the Lord appeared to Solomon and confirmed that He had heard his prayers.  He went on to tell Solomon “as for yourself, if you follow me as your father David did, then I will see to it that you and your descendants will always be the kings of Israel.  But if you don’t and, if you refuse to obey the laws given to you and worship false idols, then I will destroy the people from this land of mine and the Temple as well.  All of this will happen because the people will have abandoned the Lord God.”
2 CHRONICLES 8

Twenty years after Solomon became king, he turned his energy to the building, rebuilding and fortifications of numerous cities.  He used slave labor.  Then he moved his wife from the City of David to a new palace built for her.
Many sacrifices and burnt offerings were made.  Then he went to two cities to launch a fleet presented to him by King Hiram.  They sailed to Ophir (disputed location but probably India) and brought back 13 million dollars worth of gold.
2 CHRONICLES 9

The queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s great wisdom so she went to Jerusalem to ask some hard questions.  She was overwhelmed with his answers and said “your wisdom was far greater than I could have imagined.”  Before she returned to her own land, they exchanged many gifts.
Because of the gifts of tribute Solomon received from many lands, he became the richest, as well as the wisest, king in all the earth.  For 40 years he ruled Israel.  He then died and was buried in Jerusalem.  His son Rehoboam became the next king of Israel.
2 CHRONICLES 10

All the leaders of Israel went to Sheehem (north of Jerusalem and west of the Jordan River) for the coronation of Rehoboam.  Included was Jeroboam who led demands upon the new king.  Specifically they asked him to be easier on the people than his father.
Rehoboam counseled with the elders who told him, if he wanted to be their king, he should give a favorable reply.  This advice was rejected and he sought the advice of the young men.  They told him to be even tougher than his father and that is what the people were told!  The people deserted him.  However the tribe of Judah remained loyal. But to this day, the people of Israel have refused to be ruled by a descendant of David.
2 CHRONICLES 11

Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem and declared war on the rest of Israel.  The Lord told Shemaiah the prophet to tell him and the people not to fight against his brothers.  The people obeyed.  Meanwhile Rehoboam fortified many cities of Judah to protect himself.  Many priests were fired and new ones appointed.  Fake idols were worshipped.  The old priests and the Levites moved to Judah and Jerusalem where they could worship God.
2 CHRONICLES 12

Rehoboam abandoned the Lord and the people followed in sin.  King Shishak of Egypt attacked and conquered Judah’s fortified cities.  The Lord told all that they had forsaken Him so they wee left to fend for themselves.  But then the king and the leaders realized their errors and confessed their sins.  The Lord responded by allowing some to escape but told them how much better it would be for them to worship Him and not King Shishak.  Because of Rehoboam’s humbleness, Judah was not destroyed and the economy remained strong.  Rehoboam ruled for 17 years as an evil king.  There were continual wars between him and Jeroboam.  Upon his death his son Abijah became the new king.
2 CHRONICLES 13

Early in the reign of Abijah, war broke out between Judah and Israel.   His troops were out-numbered two to one by the Israeli army led by Jeroboam.  Upon meeting King Abijah told his foes that God was on their side and they would win despite being far outnumbered by a people who lived heathen lives.
King Jeroboam’s army was surrounded by the Israelis.  They shouted to God for help and, as a result, they slaughtered the enemy.
2 CHRONICLES 14

When King Abijah died, his son Asa became the new king.  Asa obeyed the Lord and there was peace for 10 years.  False idols and heathen altars were destroyed.  New cities were built and fortified and then they wee attacked by a much larger force of Ethiopians.  With the Lord’s help they won and chased the remnant army to Gerar (northwest of Beer-Sheba near the Mediterranean Sea) where they were completely destroyed.  Many spoils were collected.
2 CHRONICLES 15

As King Asa and his army returned from victory, he was told by Azariah that the Lord would stay by his side as long as he stayed with Him.  Asa was also told not to act like the Israelis who were worshipping false idols while disobeying God’s laws.  Crime was rampant.  Many wars took place.  Then Asa destroyed the idols in Judah, Benjamin and many cities.  He rebuilt the altar of the Lord in front of the Temple.  All of the people assembled in Jerusalem with sacrifices and entered a contract to worship only the Lord God.  Peace remained for the first 35 years of Asa’s rule even though the Israelites continued their evil ways.
2 CHRONICLES 16

Then King Baasha of Israel declared war on Asa and his people.  Instead of relying upon help from the Lord, Asa sent silver and gold to King Ben-hadad of Syria and asked for his help.  Ben-hadad agreed and attacked Israel and destroyed cities and supply centers.  Baasha gave up his threat.
Then the prophet Hanani told Kind Asa that he should have placed his faith in God as before.  Asa became angry and put Hanani in jail while oppressing all the people.  In the 39th year of his reign he became diseased and went to doctors rather than ask the Lord for help.  Two years later, he died.
2 CHRONICLES 17

Asa’s son Jehoshaphat became the new king and declared war on Israel.  He followed the godly ways of his father’s early years of reign.  As a result, the Lord strengthened his position as King of Judah.  He developed a very successful nationwide religious education program.
Surrounding kingdoms feared Jehoshaphat’s strength as he strongly fortified Jerusalem as well as other cities of Judah.
2 CHRONICLES 18
Jehoshaphat’s son married a daughter of King Ahab of Israel.  Later they joined each other at a great party in Samaria (a land just north of Judah.)  The two kings agreed to join forces against Ramoth-gilead (south of the Sea of Galilee and east of the Jordan River.)  But Jehoshaphat first wanted approval from the Lord.

Ahab’s 400 heathen prophets all said to go ahead with their plan as God would provide a great victory.  But Jehoshaphat wanted confirmation from a prophet of the Lord.  Micaiah was the chosen one but Ahab was unhappy as he always prophesized evil things for him.  Micaiah vowed to say only what the Lord told him.  He said all Israel would be doomed and their master killed.  Zedekiah told Micaiah that he was a liar.  Micaiah was jailed.
Just in case, Ahab disguised himself as they entered the battle.  Jehoshaphat wore his royal robes.  The enemy went after Jehoshaphat but quickly realized he was not the king of Israel.  Jehoshaphat asked the Lord for help.  A Syrian soldier haphazardly shot an arrow at the Israelis and it struck Ahab where the armor and the breastplate met.  He died that night just as Micaiah foretold.
2 CHRONICLES 19

Upon his arrival home, Jehoshaphat traveled throughout the land and worshiped God.  Through God he appointed many judges and told them to give justice to all.  He then appointed Amariah, the High Priest, to be the court of final appeal in cases involving sacred affairs and Zebadiah to head the court of civil cases with the Levites as their assistants.  God was asked to defend the innocent.
2 CHRONICLES 20

The armies of Moab, Ammon and the Meunites declared war on Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah.  Help was asked from the Lord and all went without food for a time while in penitence and intercession before God.  After praying, the Lord said “Don’t be afraid.  Attack the enemy but there is no need to fight!  Stand quietly and watch God’s incredible rescue.”
The next morning as the army of Judah headed toward the battle zone, Jehoshaphat told them to “believe in the Lord their God and success will be yours.  Believe His prophets and everything will be all right.”   It was decided to have a choir lead the march while clothed in sanctified garments and singing “His Loving Kindness Forever.”  As soon as the singing began, the opposing armies commenced fighting and destroying each other.  In victory, they all praised the Lord and returned to Jerusalem with much fanfare and thankful to their God.

Jehoshaphat was a good king during his 25 year reign.  However, he did not destroy the idols in the hills nor led all his people to follow God.  At the end of his reign, he joined forces with King Ahaziah of Israel and he was most wicked.  They made sailing ships together but the Lord destroyed their work.
2 CHRONICLES 21

Jehoram, the oldest son of Jehoshaphat, became the new king.  Once established he killed his six brothers and many leaders of Israel.  Although Jehoram was most wicked the Lord chose not to end the dynasty of David.  Elijah the prophet wrote Jehoram a letter stating the Lord would destroy the nation with a great plague.  Then the Philistines and the Arabs attacked Judah and carried off things of value in the palace along with the king’s wives and his sons except for one.  Jehoram died a horrible death when he ws only 40.
2 CHRONICLES 22

Ahaziah, at age 22, was chosen as the new king.  He was also evil in his reign that lasted only one year.  Upon his death, Ahaziah’s mother became queen.  She was also wicked and had Ahaziah’s sons murdered except for Joash who was hidden in one of the Temple’s storage rooms.
2 CHRONICLES 23

Jehoiada the priest persuaded some of the army officers to convince the Levites and clan leaders to swear allegiance to Joash as their new king so that the dynasty of David would continue.  They all guard Joash as he is crowned king by the high priests.  Queen Athaliah hears this news; she cried treason!  But it was too late and she was killed.
All of the people in Judah decide they must return to God’s ways.  The temple of Baal was destroyed along with altars and false idols.  Sacrifices were made and everyone rejoices as seven-year old Joash took the throne.

2 CHRONICLES 24

Joash tried to please the Lord as long as Jehoiada the priest was still alive.  He decided to repair the ravaged Temple.  In order to pay for this endeavor he told the priests and the Levites to collect tithes from the people.  They were successful and even collected more than was needed.
Burnt offerings and sacrifices continued as long as Jehoiada as alive.  After his death the leaders induced King Joash to abandon the temple of God and to worship false idols.  Jehoiada’s son Zechariah asked the people why they were disobeying God’s commandments.  As a result the leaders plotted to kill him and this plan was endorsed by King Joash.

A short time later the Syrian army conquered Judah and Jerusalem and killed all of the leaders.  Joash was mortally wounded and he was then finished off for murdering Zechariah.
2 CHRONICLES 25

Amaziah, the son of Joash, became the new king.  He executed the men responsible for his father’s death.  He also rebuilt the army and hired even more men from Israel.  A prophet forewarned him not to use the Israelis as this was against the Lord’s wishes.  The result would be defeat.  So Amaziah sent the Israelis home.  En route, the Israelis raided cities of Judah, killed people and took great quantities of bounty.  In the meantime, Amaziah’s troops were successful but brought home false idols who they worshipped.  The Lord was angry and sent a prophet to ask Amaziah why he took that action.  Amaziah refused to listen but was warned that he would be destroyed by God.
Then Amaziah declared war on Israel despite the warnings and he was defeated and captured.  Much of Jerusalem’s walls were dismantled and treasures were taken from the Temple and the palace along with hostages.
2 CHRONICLES 26

Upon the death of King Amaziah, Uzziah became the new king of Judah.  Generally he was a good king and followed the good influence of Zechariah as long as he was alive.  God helped him in his wars with the Philistines, the Arabs and the Meunites.  He fortified the towns in Jerusalem, built new forts and water reservoirs.  Further he established a powerful army.
Bu then he became proud and corrupt.  He sinned by entering the temple and burned incense on the Altar which was a no-no!  The High Priest, along with others, attempted to get him to leave.  When he didn’t, leprosy appeared on his forehead.  King Uzziah remained a leper until his death.  His son Jotham carried on his duties.
2 CHRONICLES 27

Jotham became the new king.  He was careful to follow the path of the Lord his God while rebuilding many walls and cities.  He was also very successful while defeating the Ammonites.
2 CHRONICLES 28

When Jotham died, his son Ahaz was crowned.  But he was most evil.  He worshipped the idols of Baal and also sacrificed his own children in a fire!  Syria defeated him and deported many people to Damascus.  Armies from Israel also slaughtered many of Judah’s troops.  The son of Ahaz was killed.
Multiple losses took place.  However, Oded, a prophet of God, convinced the Samarians to return many of the people back to Judah and Jerusalem.  Women, children and the sick were returned home along with clothing, food and wine.

Opposing armies continued their relentless surge against Ahaz.  In turn Ahaz asked for help from the king of Syria but even they turned on Judah.  In desperation, and to no avail, Ahaz commenced worshipping false idols of the enemy.  Thus he died in disfavor of the Lord.
2 CHRONICLES 29

Hezekiah became the new king of Judah and reigned for 29 years.  With the spirit of David he was a great ruler.  One of his first actions was to restore the rundown Temple so he solicited the aid of the priests and the Levites.  Once completed a big festival was held for all with many sacrifices and the creation of an orchestral group.  All were happy.
2 CHRONICLES 30

King Hezekiah sends messengers throughout Judah and Israel to invite all to a Passover celebration in Jerusalem.  Many, particularly those in Israel, ridiculed the invite.  Nonetheless many accepted including all in Judah.  All were so elated to be back in God’s good graces.  The celebration was planned for seven days but it was so successful, an extra week was added.  At the end, the priests and Levites blessed the people and the Lord heard their prayers.
2 CHRONICLES 31

A massive campaign then took place to destroy idol altars, obelisks and heather centers of worship.  King Hezekiah then contributed burnt and peace offerings to worship and give thanks to the Lord.  He then required the people to tithe so support could be given to the priests and the Levites.  The response was so overwhelming that storerooms were created in the Temple.  Hezekiah worked hard to encourage respect for the Temple, the law and Godly living.
2 CHRONICLES 32

All is peaceful until King Sennacherib of Assyria invaded Judah and laid siege to many cities.  Hezekiah took action to fortify their cities and prepare for war.  He told the people not to worry as God was on their side.  Sennacherib warned Hezekiah and his people that he had never tasted defeat.  Give up!  But Hezekiah again told the people that God was on their side.  So he and the prophet Isaiah prayed to God. The Lord then sent an angel who destroyed the Assyrian army.  They returned home in shame and peace was again restored.
King Hezekiah became very sick and he prayed but not properly.  So the anger of God was still upon him.  He repents and his health was restored and he became very wealthy.  After a lifetime of being good, he finally died.
2 CHRONICLES 33

Manasseh became the next king.  He reigned in Jerusalem for 55 years in an evil manner.  He rebuilt and worshipped heathen altars that his father had destroyed.  He sacrificed his own children as burnt offerings and encouraged the people to do evil things.
The Assyrian army captured Manasseh and took him in chains to Babylon.  Finally he repented and cried out to the Lord for help.  The Lord answered his plea and he returned to Jerusalem.  Then Manasseh realized the Lord’s power so he rebuilt damaged fortifications and removed all of the false idols.  The Altar of the Lord was rebuilt.
Manasseh died and was replaced by his son Amon who made the same mistakes as his father.  After two years, he was assassinated.
2 CHRONICLES 34

Josiah became the next king and followed in the footsteps of David.  Heathen idols and altars wee demolished throughout out the land.  Eighteen years after his reign commenced, the High Priest Hilkiah found an old scroll that contained the laws of God as given to Moses!  When Josiah understands the contents he realizes that the people have not been obeying God’s laws.  He ordered the priests to the Temple to pray to the Lord and asked for His forgiveness.  Given the humbleness of Josiah the Lord forgave all for their sins.  The people were gathered at the Temple where Josiah read the contents of the scrolls.  He pledged to follow all of his commandments and to do as written in the scrolls.  He also required all in Jerusalem and Judah to prescribe to the pact with God.  All was well!
2 CHRONICLES 35

Josiah announced a Passover celebration in a manner as first organized by King David and his son Solomon.  Many offerings were given.  It was the greatest since the time of Samuel the prophet.
Then King Neco of Egypt led his army against the Assyrians much to the displeasure of Josiah.  But Neco claimed that God had told him to attack and thus informed Josiah to not get involved.  But he did and was mortally wounded.  The land of Judah was saddened.
2 CHRONICLES 36

Jehoahaz became king but was deposed after only three months.  Eliakim, whose name was changed to Jehoiakim, became the next king and he was most evil.  After 11 years, King Nebuchadnezzar jailed him in Babylon.  Jehoiachin became the next king but, after only three months, he was replaced by Zedekiah as the new ruler of Judah.  He was most evil and rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and God!
The people worshipped heathen idols.  God sent prophets to warn everyone.  The king of Babylon killed many, plundered the lands and took many to Babylon as slaves just as Jeremiah had prophesized.  The land had to rest for 70 years as the people had failed to obey the Lord.
Then the Persians defeated the Babylonians.  King Cyrus was inspired by God and built a new Temple in Jerusalem and told the people to return.
2 CHRONICLES SUMMARY
This book tells the stories of many kings - both good and bad. It also clarifies God’s role and how He handled those who worshipped Him and those that did not.

2 Chronicles author is unknown and was written approximately 450–430 BC.

Key introductions: many kings of Judah
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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EZRA 1

The Lord fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy by giving King Cyrus of Persia the desire to build a Temple in Jerusalem.  Cyrus invited all Jews to return to help with the construction project.  He also told the ones who did not return to contribute toward the expenses of those that did return.  Cyrus even returned the bounty that was plundered in Jerusalem.
EZRA 2
This chapter lists the details of the nearly 50,000 people and priests who returned from their captivity in Babylon as well as other cities.  Many gifts were also donated.
EZRA 3
During September all who had returned to Judah traveled to Jerusalem and rebuilt the Altar of God of Israel.  Burnt offerings were sacrificed on it in accordance with the laws of God from the time of Moses.  The Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated as prescribed by Moses.
The construction of the Temple commenced the next year.  Upon completion of the foundation, the priests blew trumpets and the Levites crashed their cymbals to praise the Lord.  Shouts of joy were heard along with much weeping - also of joy.

EZRA 4
Politics played a role in those times as well as we know them today.  The enemies of Judah and Benjamin succeeded in stopping the rebuilding of the Temple.
EZRA 5
The prophets Haggai and Zechariah successfully got the people to begin the construction once again.  This activity was challenged by their opponents who asked King Darius if, in fact, King Cyrus issued a decree that the temple should be rebuilt.
EZRA 6
A search was made and it was confirmed that King Cyrus made the decree along with a very detailed description of how it should be built.  Finally it was completed and dedicated with great joy.  Passover was celebrated shortly after.  Some heathen people who had left returned and joined the Israelis by worshipping the Lord.
EZRA 7
King Ar-ta-xerxes granted permission to Ezra and many of his kin to travel from Babylon to Jerusalem.  Ezra was determined to study and obey the laws of the Lord and to become a Bible teacher to the people of Israel.  Ezra was given considerable amounts of money and gifts for the purchase of animals for sacrifices along with grain and drink offerings.
Ezra was ordered to take a copy of God’s laws and to send back a reply about the religious progress that was taking place.  He was given complete authority and the people wee told to obey his requests.  Ezra was also commanded to use the wisdom of God to select and appoint judges and other officials to govern the people west of the Euphrates River.
EZRA 8
Accompanying Ezra were more than a thousand people from 15 different clans.  En route they stopped at the Ahava River (just north of Babylon) for three days.  Ezra realized that no Levites had volunteered.  He sent a group to Iddo, the leader of Jews at nearby Casiphia to ask for priests.  God was good and sent Sherebiah along with 18 of his sons and brothers.  God sent others as well.  Once located, a fast was declared.  God was asked for safe passage.  Priests were put in charge of transporting items that the king had given to be presented to the Temple of God.  Upon their safe arrival, they sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of Israel.
EZRA 9
The Jewish leaders informed Ezra that many of their people and even priests had taken up bad customs of heathen people.  Inter-marriages had taken place.  Upon hearing this, Ezra came apart.  He prayed to God with shame.
EZRA 10
Ezra became saddened by the many ungodly acts and prayed and wept for all to see in front of the Temple.  Many joined him.  Then Shecaniah suggested that all make a covenant with God agreeing to divorce their foreign wives and send them and their children away.  A proclamation was made for all to appear in Jerusalem within three days.  They did and Ezra then told them to dispatch their wives.  Agreement was reached but it was also decided that the leaders would evaluate each case one by one.  So it happened.  The guilty ones were identified.
EZRA SUMMARY
With the support of King Cyrus, Ezra led the people back to Jerusalem and rebuilt the Temple of God.  Unfortunately, many had intermingled with foreigners and disobeyed the laws of God.  Thus many wives and their children were sent away.  Bottom line - Ezra was very successful in getting the people to once again worship God of Israel and to obey His laws.
Ezra’s author is Nehemiah and was written approximately 424–400 BC.

Key introductions: Ezra, Zechariah, Haggai, King Darius, King Cyrus
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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NEHEMIAH 1

Nehemiah, who was the cup-bearer to King Ar-ta-xerxes, learned that evil things were happening in Jerusalem.  He cried but then prayed to God, confessed their sins and asked for Him to help to put him in good stead with the king.
NEHEMIAH 2
The king granted Nehemiah’s wish to send him to Jerusalem to rebuild the city.  Further he fortified him with letters to the governors of the territories he had to travel. These letters requested safe passage as well as supplies for the building projects.  Enemies of Israel were not happy about this activity.
Three days after his arrival, Nehemiah took some men out under cover of dark to inspect the walls and noted their very poor condition.  He then told the city officials that God had put a plan in his heart to rebuild the wall.  All agreed and the work began despite the objection of some of their enemies.
NEHEMIAH 3
Many clans participated in the reconstruction project.
NEHEMIAH 4
Sanballat the Horonite flew into a rage when he heard about this activity and was ready to take action.  But Nehemiah again prayed to god for help. As the construction continued, their enemies became angrier and plotted an attack.  The people continued to pray and also set up a day and night watch to protect themselves.
The workers began to complain as there was so much rubble to be removed.  Nehemiah told all not to fear as God was on their side.  He also reorganized everyone so that half were on guard and the other half continued working.  Trumpeters were strategically placed to sound the alarm in the event of an attack.
NEHEMIAH 5
Rich Jewish people were profiting from many of the commoners.  The latter had to sell their children as slaves or mortgage their homes, fields and vineyards.  After many complaints, Nehemiah cried out to the government officials and demanded an explanation.  He begged for all of this to stop and to return all assets to their rightful owners.  All was agreed upon.
NEHEMIAH 6
The enemies Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem learned that the wall was nearly completed. They sent a message to Nehemiah to meet them in an outer village.  Nehemiah realized they were going to kill him thus he refused the invitation.  This happened four more times.  Then they sent another message stating that the Jews were planning a rebellion and that Nehemiah planned to become their king.
A bit later Nehemiah visited Shemaiah who said he was receiving a message from God for him to hide in the Temple as they were coming to kill him. Nehemiah refused as only priests wee allowed inside the Temple.  Then he prayed to God to recognize what was happening.

The wall was finished and everyone realized that God supported the Jews.
NEHEMIAH 7
After the construction was completed Nehemiah assigned his brother Hanani to govern Jerusalem and Hananiah to be commander of the fortress.  He gave specific orders as to when the gates wee to be opened and how they were to be guarded.  Then the Lord told Nehemiah to register all of the leaders, as well as, everyone else.
More than 50,000 citizens, slaves and choir members returned to Judah.  During the month of September they went back to Jerusalem.
NEHEMIAH 8
To all, Ezra read the law of God which had been given to Moses.  When the meaning was explained the people began to cry.  On this holy occasion Nehemiah told the people to rejoice rather than to mourn.  A festive time was had by all.
The people were told that God had instructed the people to live in tents during the Festival of Tabernacles.  So they did for seven days while Ezra continued teaching them.
NEHEMIAH 9
In October the people returned for another observance.  The Israelis separated themselves from all foreigners.  The laws of God were repeated and the people took turns confessing their sins.  Ezra prayed and gave thanks to God and reviewed the history thus far along with His promises.  Ezra remembered every one of the many occurrences of disobedience.  The people were punished but, in the end, God kept His commitment and delivered His people to the land He promised.  But the people continued to sin and became slaves ruled by foreign kings.
NEHEMIAH 10
A covenant was signed by Nehemiah, officials, political leaders and priests.  A covenant to follow God’s laws.  The covenant also included rules about marriages, working on the Sabbath, giving, taxes and sacrifices.  Finally, to not neglect the Temple of God.
NEHEMIAH 11
Israeli officials were living in Jerusalem.  A tenth of the people from other cities and towns were selected by lot to live in the Holy City.  Their names are listed in this chapter.
NEHEMIAH 12
Included is an extensive list of priests and Levites who settled in Jerusalem.  Then came the dedication of the reconstructed Jerusalem wall which was a joyous occasion filled with music and song.  Many sacrifices were offered.
NEHEMIAH 13
As the laws of Moses were being read, the people learned that Ammonites and Moabites were never allowed to worship in the Temple.  Thus all foreigners were expelled from the assembly.  The priest Eliashib was custodian of the Temple store rooms.  He converted one of them into a guest room for his friend Tobiah.  Oils, grains and wines had been stored there and were meant for the Levites, choir members and the gatekeepers.
Upon Nehemiah’s return from visiting King Ar-ta-xerxes, he became very upset and threw out all of Tobiah’s belongings.  He ordered it cleaned and replenished.  He also learned the Levites had not been given what was due to them so they had returned to their farms.  Nehemiah confronted the leaders and all was restored.
Then he found men working the winepresses on the Sabbath.  Others were bringing in and selling fish on this Holy day.  Nehemiah got after the leaders and ordered the gates of the city closed from Friday evening until the Sabbath was over.  He commanded the Levites to purify themselves and to guard the gates.  Then he found out that some Jewish men had married foreign women.  They were admonished.

Nehemiah asked God to remember his kindness.
NEHEMIAH SUMMARY
The rebuilding of the wall was completed and many people returned to their homeland.  Although Nehemiah was good, many of his people were constantly disobeying God’s laws much to his consternation.
Nehemiah’s author is Nehemiah and was written approximately 424–400 BC.

Key introductions: Nehemiah 
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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ESTHER 1
King Ahasuerus was emperor of Media-Persia with 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia.  He planned a six-month celebration.  All of the important officials of the region were invited.  Then the king gave a special party for unimportant people.  Queen Vashuti gave a party for the women of the palace. Then the king requested the queen’s presence and she refused!  Ahasuerus consulted his legal staff who said she needed to be banished for her act.  She is banished.  The king then sent letters to every province stating that every man should rule his home.
ESTHER 2
At their suggestion the king’s aides were put in charge of finding young ladies for his harem.  One would be selected as the new queen.
A Jew named Mordecai lived in the palace.  He had been captured by Nebuchadnezzar’s army and exiled to Babylon.  He was raising a beautiful and young cousin named Esther.  She was taken to the king’s harem.  Chief eunuch Hegai was in charge of the girls and was very impressed with Esther and nurtured her stay for six months.  Esther told nobody that she was Jewish.  Then came her turn to spend the night with the king.  He became very smitten with her and declared her the new queen.

In the meantime Mordecai had become an official.  One day he overheard two of the eunuchs plotting to assassinate the king.  He passed the information to Esther who informed the king.  The two men were tried, found guilty and killed.
ESTHER 3
Haman was appointed prime minister and became the most powerful official next to the king. Everyone was to bow in his presence.  Mordecai refused as he was Jewish.  As a result Haman decided to destroy all Jews within the kingdom.  First he approached the king who agreed with his plan.  A notice of this action was sent to all of the governors and officials throughout the empire.
ESTHER 4
Mordecai learned of the plot.  He put on sackcloth and ashes and went into the city crying with a bitter wail.  All of the Jews were fasting, weeping and in despair about the king’s decree.
Esther tried to get Mordecai to dress properly but he refused.  He sent a message asking for her to plead to the king for her people.  But she had not seen the king for a month.  Mordecai then messaged Esther and asked if she thought she would be spared while other Jews were killed.  She needed to speak up!  So Esther told Mordecai to gather all the Jews of Shushan (an area of Persia just north of the Persian Gulf) and to not eat or drink for three days and nights.
ESTHER 5
Esther then went to the king where she is welcomed and asked what she wanted with a promise that it would be granted.  She asked that the king and Haman attend a banquet that she would prepare.  At the banquet Esther requested that the king and Haman attend another banquet the next day and then she would tell the king what she really wanted.  Upon Haman’s departure, he ran into Mordecai who still did not bow.  Haman shared this with his wife Zeresh who, along with friends, decided that the king should be asked for permission to hang Mordecai the next morning.
ESTHER 6
At night the king had trouble sleeping. So he asked to see the historical records.  It was there that he was reminded of how Mordecai exposed the plot to kill him.  Thus he felt Mordecai needed to be rewarded.  Haman was summoned and told to lead Mordecai through the streets while shouting “this is the way the king honors those who delight him!”  Haman returned home humiliated and told his wife and friends all that happened.  Their plot to kill the Jews was doomed.  He was then summoned to the second banquet Esther had prepared.

ESTHER 7
While at the second banquet, Esther asked the king to save her and all the rest of the Jews.  King Ahasuerus acted shocked that there was such a plot and asked who was leading this activity.  He strolled to the garden to ponder the situation. Upon his return he found Haman laying across the queen while pleading for mercy.  The king saw this and accused Haman of rape and ordered his death.  Haman was hung.
ESTHER 8
The king gave Haman’s estate to Esther who then gave it to Mordecai who also received the king’s signet ring.  Mordecai became prime minister.  Queen Esther begged the king to stop the plot against the Jews.  He agreed and all the Jews were informed.  Word was spread throughout the entire kingdom.  The Jews were saved.  Many who were not Jews claimed they were so as to avoid reprisals.
ESTHER 9
February 28th was the day the Jews were to be exterminated. With the new decree, the Jews slaughtered their enemies throughout the provinces.  Haman’s ten sons were killed. The next day some Jews continued the killing.  Mordecai became very powerful and one to be feared.  Then there was rest and celebration.  This two-day period became an annual holiday called the Feast of Purim as decreed by Mordecai and Queen Esther.
ESTHER 10
King Ahasuerus continued his mighty reign.  Mordecai remained in his strong position and greatness with the Jews.
ESTHER SUMMARY

The king appoints Esther as queen although, unknown to him, she is a Jew.  Her cousin Mordecai tells the king about a plot by Haman to kill the king.  So the king appoints Mordecai to a high position.  Esther exposes Haman’s plan to kill the Jews.  In the end she admits to being Jewish.  The king orders Haman and his sons killed.  The Jews are relieved and, for two days, they slaughtered their enemies.  This period became known as the “Feast of Purim.”
It is interesting to note that “God” is NOT mentioned in the book of Esther.
Esther’s author is unknown and was estimated to have been written approximately 400 BC.

Key introductions: King Ahasuerus, Haman, Esther, Mordecai
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.

[image: image23.png]



JOB 1
Job was the richest man where he lived in the land of Uz (near the northeast corner of the Red Sea.)  He had a wife, 10 children, a large quantity of livestock and many servants.  Job feared God.

One day the angels, including Satan, met with God who asked Satan if he had noticed how good Job was.  Satan replied “why shouldn’t he as You have provided so many riches while protecting him.”  Satan asked God to take away all of the riches of Job and then see how he acts.  The Lord told Satan to do anything he wanted but not to physically harm him.

Satan took over and destroyed everything Job had including his family except for his wife.  But Job did not sin or revile God.

JOB 2

Another meeting took place between God and the angels including Satan. The Lord asked again about Job while reminding Satan that he remained loyal to God despite his losses.  Satan replied by saying “a man will give anything to save his life.  Give him sickness and he will curse you.”  The Lord told Satan to do anything he wished but to save his life.

Satan covered Job from head to foot with boils.  Job’s wife encouraged him to curse God and wish for death.  Job would not give up his faith.

Three of Job’s friends were Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar.   When the visited Job they were shocked at what they saw.  They spent seven days and nights together without speaking for they saw his suffering was too great for words.

JOB 3

On Job’s birthday he rues his birth and wished for death.
JOB 4

Finally Eliphaz spoke and told him that he should maintain his trust in God despite what had happened.
JOB 5

Eliphaz pleads for Job to confess his sins to God as He does many marvelous things.  It is He who heals and protects.  He continued by telling Job all of the good things that were going to happen.
JOB 6

Job responds with sadness.  He wished that God would grant his death so as to put him out of his misery.  He had given up hope and asked God what he had done wrong.  Job felt righteous and begged for answers.
JOB 7

Job continued pleading with God since he did not understand his plight.  He asked God many questions as to why he suffered so much given his goodness.
JOB 8

Bildad then went through a litany of historic happenings with God.  He asked Job to trust in Him as He would not cast away a good man.
JOB 9

Job agreed and reviewed many of God’s wonderful acts throughout history.  He also agreed that even if he was really good, he was still a sinner.  However Job still wished for an audience with God so as to state his case to prove he was not guilty.
JOB 10

Job is weary of living and continued asking God why he was being punished.  He even questioned God as to why he was born and asked to be left alone.
JOB 11

Then it was Zophar’s turn and he told Job that he must have done something wrong.  He claimed that God was punishing him for far less than he deserved.  He asked Job to repent his sins.  Then darkness would be turned to lightness.  Courage would return.
JOB 12

Job recognizes the omnipotence of the Lord.  He summarizes God’s power and ability.
JOB 13

Job again expressed his desire to speak directly with God.  He said there could be risk but, at the same time, he was was willing to gamble and face the consequences.  Job begged for only two things.  First, he asked not to be abandoned.  Secondly for God to listen to his question 
“what had he done wrong?”  He felt that God had turned away from him.
JOB 14

In great detail Job described the endless capabilities of God.  He recognized that God noticed every single mistake of everyone and wondered why there was so much sorrow and pain.
JOB 15

Eliphaz reminded Job that he was supposed to be wise but talked foolishly.  He asked Job if he no longer had fear or reverence of God.  He told Job that his anger had turned him against God.  Eliphaz then asked Job why he should condemn Him for his own mouth did.
JOB 16 and 17
Job was unhappy with his friends and asked why they would not speak in such a way to rid his grief.  Job was very despondent as he had lost his family, his riches and his health. He felt that God was angry with him.  His hope was gone.
But he still felt innocent and his prayers were pure.  He continued to plead with God for Him to listen as he was innocent and near death.

JOB 18
Bildad tried to speak with reason.  He reminded Job of all the evil things that would occur for those who were sinners while rejecting God.
JOB 19
Job continued trying to defend himself.  He asked for proof of guilt.  He had been abandoned by all of his family, friends and servants.  Job knows that his Redeemer lived and that He would stand upon the earth.  He knew that he would see God when his body was no more.  And He would be a friend!
JOB 20

Zophar goes through an epiphany of what happens to the ungodly and sinners of the world.
JOB 21

Job repeats his complaints about God.  He claims that the wicked live to a good old age and become great and powerful.  So why should we obey Him?  Who is He?  On the other hand who can rebuke God as He is the supreme judge?  So Job asked what the truth was.  Job asked Zophar how he could be of comfort to him when his premise was wrong.
JOB 22

Eliphaz reinforced God and told Job that he must have done something wrong and gave him many possible reasons.  He told him to repent and become God’s treasure.
JOB 23

Job remained bitter and without understanding. He felt that he had followed God’s steps yet suffered as a sinner.
JOB 24

Job wondered why God had not heard is voice.  He listed the many crimes of the wicked none of which he had done.
JOB 25

Bildad described the all-inclusive power of God.  He asked how mere men could stand before God and claim to be righteous.
JOB 26-27
Job finally agrees to the responses from his friends and how much he appreciated their help.  Job declared his clear conscience yet admitted the results of sinful people.
JOB 28

Continuing on, Job defined the many capabilities of man.  But they often did not know how to find wisdom and understanding.  He asked how it could be found.  God surely knew the answer.  And it was said “to fear the Lord is surely wisdom; to forsake evil is real understanding.”
JOB 29

Job admitted the many years that he had been taken care of by God.  The good times; the pleasant life; all of the good things he had done.  He had thought he would die after a long and good life.
JOB 30

But then he lived in terror as he lost everything and was mocked by all.  His questions to God went unanswered.  He had looked for good to come but evil came instead. Job was disheartened and he did not understand.
JOB 31

Job continued recalling his good deeds and echoed all of the wrong things not done.  Job again pleaded with God to show how he had erred.
JOB 32

The three men refused to reply further to Job because he kept insisting his innocence.  After listening carefully to both sides Elihu became angry as Job refused to admit his sins.  He did likewise with Job’s three friends as they failed to answer Job’s arguments.
JOB 33

Elihu Told Job that he had sinned for the way he had spoken to God.  God gives man vision, wisdom and instruction.  God punishes those that are deserving.  Elihu went on to tell Job to listen to what is right and act accordingly.  God would makes things right.
JOB 34

Job still failed to understand his treatment given his historical goodness.  Then Elihu explained that God was just in his actions.  It is He who knows goodness as well as evil thus rules accordidngly. He reminded Job again of his sinning by he way he spoke of God.
JOB 35

Elihu asked Job if he thought it right to claim he had not sinned.  He went on to say that God knows the truth and to wait for justice and to trust Him.
JOB 36

Elihu continued defending God and gave Job many reasons why.  He also warned of his imagined grievances.  He told Job to glorify God as He is so great yet we are unable to understand Him. “Just look around you to see His power!”
JOB 37

Elihu said “Listen Job and stop and consider the wonderful miracles of God.  We are unable to imagine the power of the Almighty and yet He is so just and merciful.”
JOB 38-39

Out of a whirlwind, God asked Job “why he was using his ignorance to deny My providence.  I am going to demand some answers!”  The Lord proceeded to summarize so many specific things that depicted His power both on earth and in the sky.  Many things beyond imagination.
JOB 40-41

The Lord asked Job if he wanted to continue arguing with Him or was he willing to yield.  Job replied that he had said too much already.  And the Lord spoke again by illustrating His almighty power.
JOB 42

Job admitted that he foolishly denied God’s providence.  He realized he didn’t know what he had been thinking.  Job loathed himself and repented.
Then the Lord told Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar that He was angry with them for they had not spoken the truth.  He instructed them to offer a burnt offering for themselves and then Job would pray for them.  They all did as instructed.  The Lord restored Job’s family, wealth, happiness and was blessed.  As a result he was rewarded with greater riches and had ten more children.  He lived for another 140 years.
JOB SUMMARY

This is a story about how Satan challenged God about Job and he was granted his wish.  Satan robbed Job of his family and wealth.  It is a story about a man who doubted God.  But then a nice reward in the end for revering God without question.
Every book in the Bible is wonderful.  I feel Job is special in terms of the real world by outlining so many of man’s familiar sins.  Sins that are a committed act or simply by thought or observation.  

Job’s author and date written is unknown.

Key introductions: Job; Satan; Eliphaz; Bildad; Zophar; Elihu 
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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PSALMS 
At this time no attempt will be made to summarize Psalms.  Perhaps later.

In the meantime, it deserves your adroit attention and study.  
SUMMARY

The author is unknown but took over 1000 years to complete.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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PROVERBS 1
At this time no attempt will be made to summarize Proverbs.  Perhaps later.

In the meantime, it deserves your adroit attention and study. 
SUMMARY
The author of Proverbs is Solomon and other wise men.  The date written is unknown.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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ECCLESIASTES 1
What is new asked Solomon, the son of David and author/preacher of this book.  The sun comes up and goes down and is always repeated as also does the wind in every direction.  History repeats itself. The cycles of the world are redundant.  As Solomon gained greater wisdom and knowledge, the more he realized his grief!  
ECCLESIASTES 2

Solomon decided to eat, drink and be merry.  Next he tried to find fulfillment by inaugurating a public works program including homes, vineyards, gardens, parks, orchards, etc.  He bought slaves and great herds.  He kept getting more “things’ and wisdom.  Then he realized that both the wise and the fool would die and be long forgotten.  God gives and God takes away.  In the meantime times are good and times are bad.
ECCLESIASTES 3

There is a time to be born and a time to die.  In between there are many experiences both good and bad.  Life has many seasons - each with a positive and a negative.  For example, a time to hate and a time to love.  No matter the season, God is in control and is constantly testing mankind who are no better that the animals as both are “dust to dust.”  Mankind should make every effort to enjoy their short stay on earth.
ECCLESIASTES 4

Noted was the oppression and sadness throughout the world.  Were the dead better off than the living?  Better to never have been born?  It was also noted that two together are better than one as much more could be accomplished.  Also it is better to be a “poor and wise youth than old and foolish.”
ECCLESIASTES 5

As they enter the Temple the people are warned to not make promises they won’t keep.  There was a discussion about the mishandling of money.  “It is very good if a man receives wealth from the Lord and the good health to enjoy it.  Also to enjoy his work and to accept his lot in life - that is an ideal gift from God.  The person who does that will not need to look back with sorrow in his past for God gives him joy.”
ECCLESIASTES 6

Wise men and fools alike spend their lives scratching for food and never seem to get enough.  Both have the same problem yet the poor man who is wise lives a far better life.  Though a man lives a thousand years twice over but doesn’t find contentment, then what is the use?
ECCLESIASTES 7

The preacher continues …….
“A wise man thinks much of death, while the fool thinks only of having a good time in the present.”
“It is better to be criticized by a wise man that to be praised by a fool.”

“Finishing is better that starting.  Patience is better than pride.”

“It is better to be wise than to be rich.”

“See the way God does things and fall into line.”

“Tackle every task that comes along and if you fear God you can expect His blessing.”

“And though God had made men upright, each has turned away to follow his own downward road.”
ECCLESIASTES 8

Even though the preacher continues to say “eat, drink and be merry,” he realizes the need to always obey and fear God.  The Lord is the only one who knows all.
ECCLESIASTES 9

This chapter can be best summarized by “I looked throughout the earth and saw that the swiftest person does not always win the race, or the strongest man the battle.  Wise men are often poor and skillful but not necessarily famous.  It is all by chance, by happening to be at the right place at the right time.”
ECCLESIASTES 10

Some more quotes…..
“A wise man’s heart leads him to do right, and a fool’s heart leads him to do evil.”    

“If the boss is angry with you, don’t quit.”
“A dull axe requires great strength; be wise and sharpen the blade.”

“When the horse is stolen, it is too late to lock the barn.”

“Laziness let’s the roof leak and soon the rafters begin to rot.”

ECCLESIASTES 11

“Give generously for your gifts will return to you later.”
“If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.”

“If a person lives to be very old, let him rejoice in every day of life.”
ECCLESIASTES 12

In preparation of old age, we are told not to forget about our Creator.  Honor Him.  Be wise and master what teachers teach.  Fear God and obey His commandments.  Someday we will be judged for all that has been done - both good and bad!
SUMMARY

Ecclesiastes is filled with practical, inspirational and useful sayings that are so meaningful in life.  Ones that are spiritually divine.
The author of Ecclesiastes was Solomon and the date written is unknown.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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SONG OF SOLOMON 
SUMMARY

As each chapter blends from one to the next, a summary of all eight chapters is in order.
The Song of Solomon is essentially a beautiful and intimate love story between Solomon and “the Girl.”  In great detail she is described in a most complete, romantic and intimate manner.  There are discussions by the young women of Jerusalem.  Once bride and groom, Solomon continues to endlessly describe his loved one’s beauty.  Some parts of his description of her are probably not intended for young ones.

This is the second book of the Bible where the name of God is omitted.
The author of Song of Solomon is unknown and the date written is unknown.

Key introductions: the “Girl”
God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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ISAIAH 1

God told the major prophet Isaiah what was going to happen to Judah and Jerusalem as many of the people had turned against Him.  Foreigners destroyed and plundered all they could see.  Fortunately, The Lord saved a few.  For most, the Lord was sick of their horrific ways and did not listen to their prayers.

ISAIAH 2

Then God sent another message to Isaiah.  It concerned the future of Judah and Jerusalem whereby they would become the world’s greatest attraction.  Many would come and worship the Lord.  They were taught His laws and told to obey.  God admonished the people for their disobedience and one day God turned to dust everything from trees, mountains, wells and false idols.
ISAIAH 3

The food and water supplies of Jerusalem and Judah were cut off.  Their leaders were killed as well as their armies, judges, prophets, elders, businessmen, lawyers, magicians and politicians.  Israel’s kings were turned to gibberish.  Because the Jews had spoken against the Lord, the government was in ruin.  Men and women alike were judged for their misdeeds.  Their beauty was gone.  Men died in battle.

ISAIAH 4

Many remaining women fought over the few men that were left.  The remainder became God’s holy people.  The land was replenished and bore great bounty.  For those named to escape the destruction there was clouds by day and fire by night that served to function as protection from heat and cold.
ISAIAH 5

Isaiah sang a song about God planting a vineyard and building a watchtower.  But the grapes were sour.  Isaiah asked God what he could have done and the reply was nothing.  The misbehaving people were punished: homes emptied; seeds yielding nothing; drunkards and nobles going hungry.  The people even challenged the Lord and dared Him to punish them!  Israel became a pall of darkness and sorrow and the heavens were black as foreign nations invaded Jerusalem.
ISAIAH 6

When King Uzziah died, Isaiah saw the Lord in the Temple.  Surrounding Him was a group of seraphs (each with six wings - two covered their faces; two covered their feet; two were used to fly.)  They sang out and the Temple was filled with smoke.
Isaiah felt doomed but one of the seraphs took a burning coal from the altar and touched his lips with it and pronounced him “not guilty.”  His sins were forgiven.  Isaiah told the Lord he wanted to give this message to the people.  The Lord agreed but warned him that he people would hear the words but would lack understanding.  Isaiah asked how long it would be before they would be ready to listen.  The response was “not until their cities were destroyed and the entire county a wasteland.  Not until the people wee enslaved in other countries and Israel deserted!”  However a remnant would remain.  Like a tree cut down, a stump would live to grow again.

ISAIAH 7

King Ahaz was now ruling Jerusalem and they were attacked by Kind Rezin of Syria and King Pekah of Israel.  The city stood.  All trembled with fear when the royal court learned of this anti-alliance.  But God tells Isaiah to meet with King Ahaz and tell him not to worry as the plan of the enemy will not succeed.  He also told Isaiah that if protection was wanted, he had to believe in what He said.
Later the Lord asked King Ahaz to ask Him for a sign to prove the enemies would be crushed.  The king refused.  So the Lord said He would change the sign - a child would be born to a virgin.  The child would be named Immanuel meaning “God is with us.”
Then the Lord brought a frightful curse upon the king, his family and the entire nation.    The armies of Assyria and Upper Egypt left nothing in their way except for thorns and herds.
ISAIAH 8

The Lord told Isaiah that he would soon have a son named Maher-shalal-hash-baz which meant his enemies would be destroyed.  But as the people of Jerusalem refused God’s care, they were overwhelmed by a flood and foreign foes.  The Lord told the people of Judah not to surrender.  Fear only Him to stay safe.  Isaiah tried to convince the people to stay faithful but they did not listen.  Isaiah remained steadfast.
ISAIAH 9

The Lord remained angry and therefore in one day destroyed the leaders of Israel and the lying prophets as all had led the people down the paths of ruin.
Nevertheless, Isaiah prophesized the birth of the “Prince of Peace” also known as Jesus.

ISAIAH 10

The Lord remained angry and stood by as the armies of Assyria enslaved the people and plundered.  their holdings. Then the Lord punished the Assyrians unbeknown to them that it was the Lord inflicting so much pain.  With all of their boasting of victory, a plague was cast upon them along with fire and flame.  Once over, those left in Israel and Judah trusted the Lord.
ISAIAH 11

A new ruler takes over.  His heritage is from the royal line of King David.  Peace prevails and even natural enemies get along.  The jealousy ended between Israel and Judah.  They united forces to fend off their opponents.  God even parted the Euphrates so as to divide it into seven streams that could readily be crossed by those returning from Assyria.
ISAIAH 12

Isaiah praised the Lord and gave thanks for their newly found comfort.  He gave thanks for their strength and recognized His salvation.  He asked that all of the people of Jerusalem shout His praise with joy.
ISAIAH 13

Isaiah received a vision from God that showed Babylon’s doom.  Judgment day arrived for the Babylonians and they lived no more.  Just like Sodom and Gomorrah, all was obliterated.
ISAIAH 14

The Lord gave mercy to the Israelis and brought them back home.  Other nationalities joined them and became their allies.  Babylon’s hold on Israel was extinguished and the denizens of hell waited for the vanquished. They joined other world leaders and some of earth’s mightiest kings.  Satan lost!  Babylon was reduced to rubble.
ISAIAH 15

Isaiah prophesized that God would destroy all the cities in Moab (by the eastern shore of the Dead Sea.)  The people there became terrified.  Those that tried to escape were hunted down by lions.
ISAIAH 16

Moab refugees sent lambs as a token of alliance to the king of Judah and pled for help.  Within three years the glory of Moab ended with few of its people left alive just as Isaiah had prophesized.
ISAIAH 17

God doomed Damascus.  Towns were destroyed.  Syria was done.  At the same time even Israel was not left unscathed as false idols were of no help.  Shortly thereafter God silenced Israel’s enemies.
ISAIAH 18

Isaiah described the outcome of a new Israeli threat from the nation beyond the upper reaches of the Nile.  As this army attempted to attack, God destroyed all of them.  Then the remnants brought gifts to the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem.
ISAIAH 19

The setting turns to Egypt.  God created conflict with everyone.  The cruel king was helpless and could fix nothing.  The fields became parched and the people starved.  The wise men issued foolish counsel.  Five Egyptian cities began to speak Hebrew and the Lord became known to the Egyptians.  An altar for the Lord was built in Egypt.  As the Lord restored the land, He also listened to their pleas and began the healing process.  All the people moved freely between Egypt, Israel and Iraq.
ISAIAH 20

The Assyrian King Sangon’s army captured the Philistine city of Ashdod (northeast of Gaza near the Mediterranean Sea.)  The Lord told Isaiah to walk around naked as a sign of many troubles to Egypt and Ethiopia which lasted for three years.  Egyptians and Ethiopians became dismayed.
ISAIAH 21

Isaiah received a message from God regarding the destruction of Babylon and how their captives were freed.
ISAIAH 22

People in Jerusalem died of the plague.  Elamites, Syrians and the men of Kier invaded and conquered.  God asked the people to repent.  Instead they partied and were not forgiven by the Lord.  Then the Lord appointed Eliakim as palace administrator as a replacement of Shebna.  Eliakim was godly; Shebna was not.
ISAIAH 23

Returning ships to the great port of Tyre (north of Haifa on the Mediterranean Sea in Lebanon) were aghast as their harbor was gone.  The Babylonians had destroyed it completely.  Seventy years later, Tyre was revived.
ISAIAH 24

For bad deeds the land of Judah was demolished with no trace.  The heart of Israel was filled with grief.
ISAIAH 25

And then the people feared God who then wiped away all tears.  His hand rested upon Jerusalem and, at the same time, crushed Moab.
ISAIAH 26

All in Judah sang a song of victory over her enemies.  They recognized that peace was for those that loved and followed the Lord.  God did not promise an easy path but asked for their trust in Him.  In prayer the people gave thanks to God for all they had.
ISAIAH 27

Gone was the anger of the Lord against Israel.  The false idols were gone.  Those in Assyria and Egypt were rescued and returned to Jerusalem to worship the Lord in His holy mountain.
ISAIAH 28

Evil resides once again in Judah.  Leaders, priests and even prophets became drunkards and gave bad advice.  Isaiah is admonished and the people did not listen.  They were certain to be untouched by the Assyrians.  But God’s wrath ruled and the people were punished.  God placed a Foundation Stone in Zion (same as Jerusalem or parts thereof) and told the people, if they believed, they would never have to run away again.
ISAIAH 29

The people continue to destroy and He continues His anger.  But then things turn around.  The people praise the Holy One of Israel and stood in awe of Him.  Those in error believed the truth and complainers became willing to be taught.
ISAIAH 30

Against the will of God the Israelis attempted an alliance with Egypt.  Unfulfilled promises turned to humiliation and disgrace.  God caused a wall to burst and fell to signify his ire.  Despite God’s warnings and appeal to return to Him, the people continued seeking help from Egypt.

ISAIAH 31

Again God spoke to the people and told them of the glorious days ahead but only if they threw away their golden idols and eliminated their selfishness.  Then their enemies would be destroyed.

ISAIAH 32

A new king was forthcoming and he would shelter Israel from storms and winds.  Finally the eyes of Israel opened wide to God.  Evil was punished while the Godly rewarded.
ISAIAH 33

Amid the horrors that were occurring by the Assyrians, Isaiah pleaded to the Lord for mercy and to grant great strength to the people.  All the land in Israel was troubled.  And God said only the righteous would endure and be forgiven.
SUMMARY

Key introductions:  Isaiah
The author of Isaiah is unknown and the date written was approximately 740-687 BC.

God was, as He still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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The Family Tree for Jesus
This is the author’s attempt to somewhat simplify the LINEAGE to JESUS.  Below has been taken from The New Testament - Psalms and Proverbs by Eugene H. Peterson. However, as mentioned before, due to many translations and interpretations at least to the layman, there are other recordings of this lineage.  For example, the part of this list below is mostly from Matthew 1: 1-17 and contains 60 names.  The Book of Luke 4: 23-38 has 77 names.
1. God

2. Adam+Eve

3. Seth+Azura
4. Enosh

5. Kenan

6. Mahalalel

7. Jared

8. Enoch

9. Methuselah

10. Lamach

11. Noah

12. Shem

13. Arpachshad

14. Shelah

15. Eber

16. Peleg

17. Reu

18. Serug

19. Nahor

20. Terah

21. Abraham+Sarah

22. Isaac+Rebekah

23. Jacob+Leah
24. Judah+Tamar
25. Perez

26. Hezron

27. Aram

28. Amminadab

29. Nahshon

30. Salmon+Rahab
31. Boaz+Ruth
32. Obed

33. Jesse

34. David

35. Solomon

36. Rehoboam

37. Abijah

38. Asa

39. Jehoshaphat
40. Joram

41. Uzziah
42. Jotham

43. Ahaz

44. Hezekiah

45. Manasseh

46. Amos
47. Josiah

48. Jehoniah
49. Shealtiel

50. Zerubbabel
51. Abiud

52. Eliakim

53. Azor

54. Zadok

55. Achim

56. Eliud

57. Eleazar

58. Matthan

59. Jacob+Mary

60. Jesus
Note: some wives names are included; some are not due to the many conflicts regarding their names.

Depending on what you read and who the author is, there appears to be much controversy over the age of the earth as we know it today.  I sense that most biblical scholars indicate an age of approximately 6,000 years - others says millions of years!  If one assumes that the lineage above that contains 60 names or generations backward from the birth of Jesus, then it becomes an easy calculation that if man’s world is 6,000 years old, each generation’s average life span would be about 67 years during that 4,000 year period.   Life is full of exceptions so in this calculation, I would discount some in biblical times who lived for almost an unbelievable duration.  Methuselah’s 969 years is most definitely an exception in the world as we know it!
God was, as he still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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Questions for the Experts
This is a living section of this book.  Many of us who have read and studied the Bible still may have many questions.  For those that do, don’t feel bad as for thousands of years, learned and scholarly students of the Bible often have different interpretations.

From my personal experiences and inquiries, many answers will be “different strokes for different folks!”  They can be thought provoking and serve as incentive to study even more.  And, most importantly, have communication with Him.  It is hoped that this section inspires more questions and more study.
1. How old is the universe?

2. How old is the earth (as we know it?)
3. How old are humans (as we know them?)

4. What month, date and time of day was Jesus born?

5. When Adam and Eve were created, they were a single race and color.  Over time, how were multiple races and colors created?

6. Clarify Christian belief/non-belief in circumcision.  Is it critical for salvation?

7. Why do some go to church on Saturday and others on Sunday? (see Nehemiah 13:19)
8. Why does God allow Satan to continue his journey?  (Part of choice?)

9. Does God ever have a bad day?

10. Why are there so many religious beliefs? (Part of choice?)

11. Is there a hell or is there not a hell?

12. Is Satan the anti-christ one and the same?

13. Why do so many innocent people (e.g. babies) die?

14. When babies do die, do they go to heaven since they are unable to commit?

15. Do animals go to heaven?  (They are one of God’s creatures and give so much and ask so little!)
16. It has been said that animals have no soul.  Where in the bible is that said?

17. Is the Lord constantly testing us?

18. When was the “Trinity” created?

19. When is the actual birth date of Jesus? And where?
20. Why didn’t God let Jesus live longer to preach to more? (see John 17:4)
21. It is my understanding that all is planned out for each of us.  Thus how do we know what God’s plan is for each of us?  (He says “leave all to me.)

22. Why is pride (as we know it) bad?

23. * The bible tells us to fear God.  What does that mean?
24. * What is the “providence of God?”

25. * What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament?

26. * What is predestination?

27. * Why does God allow random shootings, fatal accidents, and other horrible things to occur?

28. * Did Jesus ever laugh?

29. * I know God has forgiven my sins but how can I begin to forgive myself?

30. * How do we know the Bible is true?

31. * How were the books of the Bible selected and compiled?

32. * There are so many interpretations of the Bible.  How do I know which one is right?

33. * If I’m happy with my life, why do I need Jesus?

34. * How can I understand God’s grace and forgiveness of my sins?

35. * Can something happen by chance?

36. * How can I put Jesus first in my life?

37. * If we really love God, why do we ignore his commandments?

38. * Will we recognize each other if heaven?

39. * What is faith?
40. * What is the significance of baptism?

41. * What should the Christian stand be on the death penalty?

42. * If God is all powerful, then why does He allow suffering?

43. * What is the role of prayer in a Christian’s life?

44. * Does the Bible tell us when Jesus will return?

45. * What does the Bible have to say about laws created by man?

* These questions have been taken directly from Now That’s a Good Question by Pastor R. C. Sproul

I’m sure that, as you study the Bible,  many more come to mind thus this is a living section of this book.  They are ones you may ask yourself.  The answers come by study of the Bible, interaction with theologians, the clergy plus research.
In addition, I have found a site that has been most helpful.  Go to:

https://www.gotquestions.org/welcome.html
God was, as he still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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Special Quotes

As I  have studied the Bible and written God is My Very Best Friend, some parts of the scriptures and other sources have stood out for various reasons.  They were good thousands of years ago and stand well today.  They are here to share and to live by every day.  They are random as found and this will be a “living” section.
Acts 20:24  That I may finish the race with joy.
1 Corinthians 5:5  So be careful not to jump to conclusions before the Lord returns as to whether someone is a good servant or not.
2 Corinthians 4:18  So we do not look at what we can see right now, the troubles all around us, but we look forward to the joys in heaven which we have not seen.  The troubles will soon be over, the joys to come will be forever.”

Deuteronomy 10:19  You must love foreigners for you yourselves were foreigners in he land of Egypt.

Ecclesiastes 9:10  Whatever you  do, do well.

Exodus 20:12  Honor your father and mother. (Thus ok for biological parents.)
Galatians 5:22-23  But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives he will produce the kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, and here is there is no conflict with Jewish laws.

Galatians 6:7  Man will always reap just the kind of crops he sows.

Galatians 6:9  And let us not get tired of doing what is right, for after a while we will reap a harvest of blessings if we don’t get discouraged and give up.

James 3:5  So also the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous damage it can do. (It reveals who you truly are.)

Job 22:22  Listen to His instructions and store them in your heart.  

Job 37:14  Stop and consider the miracles of God.

1 John 4:11   Since God loves us so much, we surely ought to love each other too.
John 8:7  Let anyone of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.
John 13:34  Love each other just as much as I love you.

Isaiah 41:13  For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, fear not; I will help thee.

Luke 7:23  Blessed is the one who does not lose his faith in Me.
Luke 7:50  Your faith has served you; go in peace.
Luke 14:11  For everyone who tries to honor himself shall be humbled; and he who humbles himself shall be honored.
Mark 12:31   You must love others as much as you love yourself.

Matthew 7:1  Don’t criticize, and then you won’t be criticized.
Matthew 23:9  Don’t address anyone here on earth as “father” for only God in heaven should be addressed like that.
Nehemiah 13:19  So from then on I commanded that the gates of the city be shut as darkness fell on Friday evenings and not be opened until the Sabbath ended.
Numbers 6:24-26  The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace
1 Peter 3:9  Don’t repay evil with evil.

Philippians 2:3  Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourself.
Philippians 4:5  Let everyone see that you are unselfish and considerate in all you do.
Proverbs 3:3  Never forget to be truthful and kind.
Proverbs 3:5-8  Trust in Him with all your heart.
Proverbs 11:25  The liberal man shall be rich!  By watering others, he waters himself.

Proverbs 14:30  A relaxed attitude lengthens a man’s life; jealousy rots it away.

Proverbs 16:1  We can make our plans, but the final outcome is in God’s hands
Psalms 27:1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom should I fear?
Psalms 51:10  Create in me a pure heart.
Romans 16:18  Such teachers are not working for our Lord Jesus, but want only gain for themselves.  They are good speakers and simple minded people are often fooled by them.

St. Francis of Sales (1581-1622)  The measure of love is love without measure.
Author’s Own:  How would you live each day with your eulogy in mind?
God was, as he still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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CLOSING NOTES

A question:  does God kill and destroy?  By reading scripture it would be easy to say yes as those words appear often.  But search behind those words.  He is a LOVING God and does not kill or destroy.  I would submit that when His people refuse to listen to Him or idolizes other Gods, God simply moves out of the way and no longer prevents bad things from happening.  He does not cause bad things to happen.  We cause bad things to happen.

Further, God is the author of The Ten Commandments.  Would He in fact kill when it betrays one of His own commandments?

Another reflection:  Many of us have deeply profound belief in God.  For those that don’t, I will take this opportunity to share some “food for thought.”  Dr. R. C. Sproul addressed the subject of “beginning” in his book Essential Truths of the Christian Faith.  He said that everything has a beginning.  If there were no beginning, there would be nothing!  No existence whatsoever.  On the other hand, look at all that surrounds us today - people, products, things! There MUST have been a beginning.  There was:  God.

If this book has provided inspiration to study some more, two books are suggested:

1. The Bible
2. As He Is by 4th Angels Publications 
(this book gives incredible insight as to who God really is and why things happen the way they do.
FINALLY:
If you have reached this part of the book, it has been quite a journey.  Hopefully revealing but, it is NOT over.  Quite to the contrary as it has just begun!  Now is the time to study in earnest in order to put God and Jesus in your head and heart through a more complete understanding.  As stated in The Giving Journey, “Christians get no second chance to live life over.”  Now is the time.  Also remember that Prayers are with you as the journey continues toward your faith and belief in Jesus and God.  To borrow a phrase from George E. Vandeman’s booklet How to Live with a Tiger, “we need to continually feed our faith with prayer.”  He also said “you thought all this was only for people in the Book - and in the long ago?  No. It’s all for you.  You can live just as near your Lord as you choose to live.”
I like the phrase from As He Lives that says “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  God is a wonderful place to invest in your future.

Dr. Sproul said “Americans are woefully ignorant of the content of Scripture and even more ignorant of the history of Christianity and classical Christian theology.”  It is no wonder that we ride on the crest of sinful waves.  I sure have and am now trying to make up for lost time.  Will you join me?
There is another way of looking at things - this is from a sermon given by Joel Osteen. Many now have GPS’s in their cars.  When failing to follow instructions, that girl will tell you so and will RECALCULATE your path until you get it right.  Joel Osteen related to God in the same way in that we often stray from our righteous path.  But He is a forgiving God so He will constantly recalculate our journey and give us the opportunity to get back on track.  We simply need to take advantage of this wonderful chance.

Whether long or short, life is a journey. From the beginning to the end, ecstasy is to have God and Jesus in your life.  If not the beginning, sometime before the end and then eternally with the Lord’s blessing.  As Matthew Kelly says in Rediscover Jesus: “There are some questions that we all ask ourselves in different ways:  Who am I?  Who is God?  What am I here for?  What matters most?  What matters least?  What are my unique talents and abilities?  What will my contributions be?  What happens when we die?  We are constantly grappling with these questions..  Jesus is the amazing friend who is going to help you answer them.  Jesus is the amazing friend who is going to help you live the answers once you find them.  Jesus is the amazing friend who is going to be at your side through it all.
Many years ago I was told that, in the end, I would be able to count the number of true friends on the fingers of less than one hand.  Unfortunately that prognostication has proven to be true.  However, I feel so very blessed that I can count on God!

Some last thoughts to share: for us to be better people in a better world, can we eliminate from the dictionary (or at least in our speech) the words: CAN’T, HATE, and JEALOUS?  Also, God gave us two ears and one mouth so think the message is “let’s be better listeners.”  That alone will make us better learners!  These acts alone will help us get closer to God.

As I was writing this book, I realized that this endeavor is like a non-fiction love story!  The love of God and Jesus Christ our Savior.  From the beginning of the creation of man and sin through Exodus to the Promised Land, God and His love were always there for those that trusted and believed in Him.  But keep in mind that Satan remains a threat to each and every one of us.

At Billy Graham’s funeral his son Ned said that his father was “FAT!”  As in:
· Faithful

· Available

· Teachable

How much more humbler can one be? Or loyal to God?  We should all be FAT!

Speaking of loyalty to God, recently I heard a sermon given by Dr. Charles Stanley.  In part he asked “what characterizes a follower of Jesus” and here is his answer:

· You must be BORN AGAIN and surrender our lives.  (John 3:3)
· One who continually PRAYS. (Luke 6:12)

· LISTEN and TALK with God.  (Matthew 17:5)

· BELIEVE and TRUST in Him with FAITH.  (John 3:16). 
· OBEY Him to the fullest extent. (John 8:12)

· LOVE Him with all of your heart and mind. (Mark 12:30).

· SHARE Him by spreading the Word. (Matthew 28:19)

· SERVE Him by helping others. (John 12:26)

· SUFFER for Him with rejection, financial difficulties, job, relationships, etc. (Phil 1:29)
I would also like to add the following from an unknown author:

Footprints in the Sand

One night a man had a dream.
He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the LORD.
Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.
For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand:
one belonging to him, and the other to the LORD.

When the last scene of his life flashed before him
he looked back, at the footprints in the sand.
He noticed that many times along the path of his life
there was only one set of footprints.
He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times of his life.

This really bothered him and he questioned the LORD about it:
"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you,
you'd walk with me all the way.
But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life
there is only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why when I needed you most you would leave me."

The LORD replied:
"My son, My precious child, I love you and I would never leave you,
During your times of trial and suffering,
when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you."
God was, as he still is, the leader and author of all mankind and that which is included therein.
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AUTHORS OF EACH BOOK OF THE BIBLE (
Best Known)
1. Genesis (Moses)

2. Exodus (Moses)

3. Leviticus (Moses

4. Numbers (Moses)

5. Deuteronomy (Moses)

6. Joshua (Joshua)

7. Judges (unknown)
8. Ruth (unknown)
9. 1 Samuel (unknown)
10. 2 Samuel (unknown)
11. 1 Kings (unknown)
12. 2 Kings (unknown)
13. 1 Chronicles (unknown)
14. 2 Chronicles (unknown)
15. Ezra (Nehemiah)
16. Nehemiah (Nehemiah)
17. Esther (unknown)
18. Job (unknown)
19. Psalms (unknown)
20. Proverbs (unknown)
21. Ecclesiastes (Solomon)
22. Song of Solomon (unknown)
23. Isaiah (Isaiah)
24. Jeremiah (Jeremiah)
25. Lamentations (unknown- Jeremiah?)
26. Ezekiel (unknown)
27. Daniel (Daniel)
28. Hosea (Hosea)
29. Joel (unknown)
30. Amos (Amos)
31. Obadiah (unknown)
32. Jonah (unknown)
33. Micah (Micah)
34. Nahum (Naham)
35. Habakkuk (Habakkuk)
36. Zephaniah (Zephaniah)
37. Haggai (Haggai)
38. Zechariah (Zechariah)
39. Malachi (Malachi)
40. Matthew (Matthew)

41. Mark (Mark)
42. Luke (Luke)
43. John (John)
44. Acts (Luke)
45. Romans (Paul)
46. 1 Corinthians (Paul)
47. 2 Corinthians (Paul)
48. Galatians (Paul)
49. Ephesians (Paul)
50. Philippians (Paul)
51. Colossians (Paul)
52. 1 Thessalonians (Paul)
53. 2 Thessalonians (Paul)
54. 1 Timothy (Paul)
55. 2 Timothy (Paul)
56. Titus (Paul)
57. Philemon (Paul+Timothy)
58. Hebrews (unknown)
59. James (James)
60. 1 Peter (Peter)
61. 2 Peter (Peter)
62. 1 John (John)
63. 2 John (John)
64. 3 John (John)
65. Jude (Jude)
66. Revelation (John)
(
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INSPIRATION:

A journey often requires many steps and many milestones.  There have been no exclusions for this endeavor as it has also required a LOT of inspiration.  I will be forever grateful for the many who have served in that role for this journey.  It has all come by talking first hand, reading their books and/or watching their services on TV.  They are “those that know and believe!”  At the risk of missing some, here is my list of deep gratitude (in no preferential order):

1. Dr. David Uth, Senior Pastor Orlando First Baptist Church

2. Jim Higgins

3. Rick and Sharon Stangler

4. Tom Kapusta

5. John Hampton, Lead Pastor Journey Christian Church, Apopka, FL

6. Gabriel Perdomo

7. Michael Leon

8. Dr. Ben Carson

9. Dr. Charles Stanley, Senior Pastor First Baptist Church of Atlanta

10. Joel Osteen, Televangelist 
By the way, a number of sermons that Pastor Uth and Pastor Stanley have given have been included on my website.  They have served as much inspiration.

Sermons by Pastor Uth can be found at:

http://www.putterspad.com/sermons/drdaviduth.html
Sermons by Pastor Stanley can be found at:  http://www.putterspad.com/sermons/drcharlesstanley.html
It is with much gratitude and thanks to all of the above as they have served as information providers and incentive to take on this endeavor.
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SOURCES:  The sources listed below have served directly or have had a major influence and motivation to create this material.

1. The Living Bible (paraphrased) - Tyndale House and Coverdale House Publishers

2. The Bible for Dummies - Jeffrey Geoghegan, PhD and Michael Homan, PhD

3. Where I Am - Billy Graham
4. Jesus Calling - Sarah Young

5. How to Pray - C. S. Lewis

6. The Story of Redemption - Ellen White
7. Bible Source Book – Dave Branon
8. The Lucifer Diary - Lewis Walton
9. Resisting Happiness – Matthew Kelly

10. As He Is - 4th Angels Publications
11. Surprised By Truth - Patrick Madrid

12. Our Daily Bread – Our Daily Bred Ministries
13. Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven – David Jeremiah

14. Knowing God Intimately - Joyce Meyer

15. Before the Sermon - Michael Leon     
16. Understanding the Torah – Michael Leon

17. Rediscover Jesus - Matthew Kelly

18. Essential Truth of the Christian Faith - Pastor R. C. Sproul

19. Now, That’s a Good Question - Pastor R. C. Sproul

20. A Minute in the Church – Gus Lloyd

21. Your Questions- God’s Answers - Family House Christian Books

22. The Giving Journey - Pastor John Hampton

23. The Message - Eugene H. Peterson

24. The New Testament - Psalms and Proverbs - Eugene H. Peterson

25. How to Live With a Tiger - George E. Vandeman
26. All 66 Books of the Bible - Jeffrey Kranz

27. For This He Came – Bill Crowder

28. You Are Never Alone – Max Lucado

29. Summary of the Books of the Old and New Testaments - Dr. Justin Holcomb
30. Wikipedia

31. https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2016/02/when-was-each-book-of-the-bible-written/
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Further I have to give massive credit to Tom Kapusta who is an ordained minister and great friend.  He has not only served as a great inspiration but also one who I can “bounce” ideas off of and learn from his biblical wisdom.  Directly, he has written the “Lesson” after each chapter which serves to spread the Word in a simplified manner for better than I could dream.

Richard B. Meyers

No credentials except for 60 years in the business world, one semester of college and a PHD in the school of hard knocks.  He has authored and co-authored several technical books but certainly not a basis for this publication.  More appropriate is a recent surge of interest in Christ and God.  Given the “state of the world” as it is today has served as further inspiration to try and get more to believe in Him.  This journey can be difficult so the purpose of this book is to provide the first tank of gas for the long trip to Heaven.  (Short by God’s timeline.)
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EXHIBIT 1
This is a brief chart portraying some of the major religions that exist today.  This data was captured from multiple sites.  The number of followers has been estimated as many different estimates are available.
	Faith
	CHRISTIAN
	ISLAM
	HINDUISM
	BUDDHISM
	JUDAISM

	Symbol
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	Followers

	2.4 billion
	1.8 billion
	1.2 billion
	520 million
	17 million

	Deity
	God
	God (Allah)
	Brahma, Devi, Vishnu, Shiva
	Buddha
	God (Yahweh)

	Holy Book
	Bible
	Qur’an
	no one book
	no one book
	Hebrew Bible

including the Torah

	Founders

	Jesus Christ
	Mohammad
	no one entity
	Buddha
	Abraham


For more detail on many religions, go to:  http://www.religionfacts.com/big-religion-chart

As any good math student will tell you, numbers sometimes don’t add up.  However, you can be assured that every effort was made to at least be in close proximity to the truth of the population of some of the major religious sects in the world today.  Of the 2.4 billion Christians, approximately
1.3 billion are Catholic and 900 million are Protestant.
	SECT
	WORLD POPULATON (millions)

	Pentecostal
	                            280 

	Baptist
	                              90 

	Lutheran
	                              80

	Methodist
	                              70

	Presbyterian 
	                              45

	Reformed
	                              25

	Seventh Day Adventist
	                              25

	Mormon
	                              20


Most of the above data was extrapolated from Wikipedia.
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